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pursued we might still be trudging
along in the old paths, the slaves of
methods long since laid aside.

With a view, therefore, to elicit
opinion, and, if necessary, to secure
improveinent in certain particulars,
I shall venture to suggest a few
modifications which I think might be
advantageously adopted.

And, first of all, it seeins to me
that while the Education Departnent
should take a very prominent part in
all matters pertaining to our schools,
the present tendency is rather to ig-
nore local interest and supersede local
control by centralizing,all real power
in a non-representative and semi-
responsible body.

It lias long been deemed a funda-
mental principle in our educational
polity that an interest can besti be
created and sustained by extending
to the people a fairshare ofauthority.
For reasons not fully apparent, a cen-
tralizing policy seems now to prevail,
the most objectionable feature of
which is, as before remarked, that
privilege and power-withdrawn from
the people-are being entrusted to a
select committee on which the people
have no direct representation.

Probably niany of the changes in-
troduced from time to time would
meet with less opposition if those
most directly interested were repre-
sented on this executive council. All
this may be said without in any way
reflecting on the gentlemen selected
as members of this Central Commit-
tee. It is the»rinicjle adopted-super-
seding our former representative sys-
tem-to which exception is here taken.

From some cause or other, our
present methods are considered un-
reasonably expensive. If the accu-
mulation in Toronto of work formerly
done throughout the Province suffi-
ciently accounts for the present out-
lay, it is quite susceptible of demon-
stration, and the necessary information
should be given. The results now ob-

taincd by our cducational machinery,
speaking particularly of examinations,
are by many considered incommen-
surate with the cost to the country.

If our High School grants, for
example, are not increased in propor-
tion to the increase of work assigned
them; if, as sone trustecs assert,
"ithe mill in Toronto is keeping the
grist and giving them the foll;" if, in
short, there is any misappropriation
of school funds, it ought to be recti-
fied in a manner satisfactory to any
reasonable deniands of trustees and
teachers.

To speak of examinations more in
detail, I believe the

ENTRANCE EXAMINATION

would be more effectual (i) if ad-
jacent Public Schools were encour-
aged to use it more generally as
a test for promotion from the fourth
form ; (2) if more defmite instructions
were given Head Masters as to their
presiding and the remuneration to be
received. Whatever perquisites are
available should be secured to those
who have to do the work. The In-
spector, in other words, should not
be burdened with the distribution of
this patronage among outsiders. (3)
The time for holding the examination
should be more definitely fixed. (4)
I think the end sought might be at-
tained, with a saving of both labour
and expense, if, in making our re-
turns, the total on eac/h subject were
given (as in case of third class teach-
ers) without the tedious process of
entering the value given to eachi
answer.

THIRD CLASS EXAMINATION.

The adoption of the Intermediate for
the County Board examination is likely
to meet with very general approval, if
a committee of examiners can be se-
cured large enough to carefully exam-
ine the papers in time to prevent con-
fusion at the opening of schools after
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