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or steer die at three or four years old, or the
cow before-breeding, the loss is almost a total
one, If the cost of keeping sheep is fairly
estimated, it will be seen that, with prime
animals, no other branch of agriculture has
yielded better or more uniform returnson the
capital invested. . -

The following have been the average an-
nual prices of New York State fleece wools
for the past seven years, per pound, in cents.

Years. $axony. ' Full blood.
18556 .... 46to50 ._... 89to 41
1856-7 .... 583to 56 .... 46to 49
1857-8 .... 88to41l .... 33to 85
18589 .... 43to50 .... 40to 42
185960 .. . 50to54 .... 45to 47
1860-1 .... 48to5r ... 43to 45
1861-2 .... 42t046 .... 40to 44

The examples of France, Germany, and Eng-
land all show that vastly higher priced lands
than any in New York carry sheep at a profit,
and in the two-first named countries the wool-
producing sheep are preferred to the mutiton
sheep, though the growers ave exposed to the
competition of the far che:.per wool-producing
lands of Southern Russia and Hungary near by,
and of the Cape Colony, South America, and
Australia further off.

The production of mution has been too much
disrerarded in America a3 a concomitant of the
production of wool. Near large meat markets
mutton is the prime consideration, and wool but
the accessory ; remote from such markets the
eonverse of the proposition is true. But it does
not follow in either case that the se.ondary ob-
jeet is to be unnecessarily neglected. The
great body of Americans are neither accustomed
to, nor do they choose, excessively fat fresh
meats of any kind, particularly mutton. A por-
tion of the population cook and eat mutton us
soon as it is killed. Every experienced meat
producer knows that & pound of well-fatted mut
ton can be raised more cheaply than a pound of
any other well-fatted meat. The American con-
sumers are discovermg that it is as palatable
and natritious as any other kind of animal food,
and wastes materially less in cooking than beef.
Prime mutton now commands higher prices iz
the markets of the States:than the choicest
qualites of beef. Its consumption is rapidly in-
creasing in American cities, ard also in small
inland Jocal markets, and on farms, because
prime lamb and mutton can always be supplied
in the latter places, whereas meat fromlarge fat
cattle cannot be, valess in cold weather, as such
animals make more meat than can be disposed
of unsalted in such situations.

The jocrease in the numbers and in the early
maturity of sheep enables England to ‘support
a vastly larger population than it possibly could
have done 100 years ago, It is hardly too much
to say that the continued sustenance of its peo-

ple, and the fertility of its soil, depend upy
these animals. Iagland proper, with an are
of 51,000 square miles, has upwards of thirty mj
lions of sheep. Without these, its soils coul
not be maintained in their present productiv
ness, and its population of 17,000,000 suppli
with animal and vegetable food. 1t is now
coneeded fact that an equivalent result coul
not even approximately be obtained by the s¢
stitution of any other animals,

The meat of the Merino, when well gather
and properly treated, is juicy, short-gruine
high colored, and well flavored In all the
particulars American taste adjudges it superic
to the meat of the English long-woolled sheg
Professor Wilson states that the Merinos m
be fed up to 110 to 120 pounds at two yer
old. The full-blood Merino produces as gor
mutton as the ordinary country and wester
Mermo grades of the States, if killea as youy
and in as good condition It costs no more;
proportion to weight of carcase to keep it. It
wool is worth from a third to half more per los
 Wherever, therefore,’”” observes Dr. Randl
‘it 15 profitable 10 grow the common grat
sheep, partly for mutton and partly for woolpr
ducing purposes, it is more profitable to re
full-blooded Merinos. In the State of New Yo
we could, by the substitution of fine, hes
feeces for those now carried by our grade shes
profitably grow 200 per cent. more of mutt
in the wool-growing districts than we now do
He also adds, that during the thirty years heh
kept Merino sheep the fleeces of his flock ha
averazed more than 2 dollars o-head per annwn
and wethers produced fleeces worth aboat 3 &t
lars. Az on the best lunds of the State it no.
costs about 2 doilars a-head anuually to ke
Merino sheep, the lambs and manure mayt
looked to as the gain.

The only change which he considers necessa
or_desirable to make in the form of the Merin
to improve it as a mutton sheep, is the sat
which it vequires to improve 1t as a woolbu
ing sheep, viz., to convert the flocks which m
deviate from that standard into low, rouw
hardy, casily kept sheep. The wethers maj.
some future day be turned off at two years d
under a system cf fecding analagous to that pt
sued 1 Jinglapd, but it is doubtfal whether
will be found most profitable. Prime full-blx
ewes will probaby in New York never.
slaughtered before they aresix orseven; mde.
until their number is enormously .increased th
never will be turned offat any age to the butch
They have twice or thrice the lougevity of &
improved Hnglish breeds, in which carly mat
ity is indeed the precursor. if not the cause.
an equally carly decline. Merino ewes not t
frequently raise good lambs at fourteen or fifta
years old, and Dr. Randall was informed i
the dam of the once famous “Robinson rau
had & _l1amb in her twenty-second year.— Mo
lane Express.



