REBELLION LOSSES

the events of 1837 and 1838, was also well calcu-
lated to heal the wounds inflicted on the province
during that troublous period. It needed only the
passage of another measure to conceal the scars
of those unhappy days, and to bury the past in
that oblivion in which all Canadians anxious for
the unity and harmony of the two races, and the
satisfactory operation of political institutions, were
sincerely desirous of hiding it forever. This measure
was pecuniary compensation from the state for
certain losses incurred by people in French Canada
in consequence of the wanton destruction of pro-
perty during the revolt. The obligation of the
state to give such compensation had been fully
recognized before and after the union.

The special council of Lower Canada and the
legislature of Upper Canada had authorized the
payment of an indemnity to those loyal inhabitants
in their respective provinces who had sustained losses
during the insurrections. It was not possible, how-
ever, before the union, to make payments out of the
public treasury in accordance with the ordinance of
the special council of Lower Canada and the statute
of the legislature of Upper Canada. In the case of
both provinces these measures were enacted to
satisfy the demands that were made for compen-
sation by a large number of people who claimed to
have suffered losses at the outbreak of the rebellions,
or during the raids from the United States which
followed these risings and which kept the country
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