
28-i A NARROW ESCAPE

l>ut, I aint rich cnojiirli to I>uy ('aiiscau, or I-'ox Isl.iiiil, or ('row IFar-

biuir, ;uul any o* tlu'iii ^^'arri.-'Hi towu.s or (lock3ar(.ls of tlio luack^'rcl.

" ]'<>i( oould purchaso any or all of them, Mr. Slick, for yoti arc

wi'U to do ill the World, aiul arc uii ondorritandiii' man, and could

carry on the business in spite of treaties, men-of-war, Jilue-nose laws,

and all. It only wants a little study. Ijiiws aint like line hait-nots,

so small squids can't go thro' tin in, but they are o})en enough for

hake or cod ; and bigger lish break 'em to pieces, and laugh at 'em

—

that's my h)gic. Well, we'll say I own the land there; and it

wouldn't be the fust lie that has been told about me, if folks did so.

All natur lies here. The fog lies along the coast; and ti.e weather

lies so you can't depend on it; the tides get on a spree sometimes,

and run up the gut of I'anscau a whole week on a stretch, and pre-

tend to go up and down Iwice a-day; the newspapers lie so, the mo-
ment you see a thing in 'cm, put it down at once as false ; the nu a

lie a-bed, and vow tiioy are goin' ahead; the women take a great

shindy to your money, lie like the devil, and say it's you and
uot your pocket they are in love with. Every thin' lies but rates,

and they come round \Vhcn they promise ; but they aint above takia'

an oath cither that you are twice as well off as you be, if you don't

happen to be on their side ; that's my logic at any rate. Well, we'll

say 1 own it. Confound the thing; I can't get beyond that. It's

like E/ra Foreman's eyes.

"The doctor ordered him to bathe them in brandy and water, but
lie nover could get it higher than his mouth ; he was sure to spill it

down there. Well we'll say 1 own it, and that I follered their

wretched systum down there. If so Ide build a lot of poor log-huts

twenty feet scjuarc, and lot them to a crew of six men each—only

see what a rent of fish that is '/ and a few long sheds of stores, and
let them enormous high. Well fishin'-season comes, and black,

white, and grey flock down to my land—which is filled like a hive

—all makin' honey for me. AVcU then comes a man with eight

hands, and a large boat with a seine in it. When they see the lish

strikiu' in along shore, they pay out one hundred and fifty, or two
hundred fathom of seine from the boat, haviu' furst made one eend

of the net fast ashore. Well eight men can't haul si eh a seine as

that, so he goes to the shore, and sais :
' Come, and haul the net in,

and then dip away, like good fellows, and you shall have half of all

your dip.' All that pays heavy toll to me. I actilly saw thirteen

hundred barrels took at one haul; at eight dollars each, that is

worth two thousand six hundred pounds. JSposiu' now, Mr. Slick,

you and 1 owned the place, and conducted it proper, wouldn't we
beat Australia and California all to rags.

" Sposin' we had our own people there, instead of tag-rag and bob-

tail, owned the seines, nets, and dip-scoops, salt, barrels, and all

that, whore would wo bo ? As it is, what is it ? Nothia' but con-
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