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blood, having severed company with gun and horse, the one lying some
twenty or thirty feet from me- with a broken stalk, and the other coolly
brousing oni the grass at half a mile distance, without man, and withoat
other beast remammg in sight.

For the novice in these scenes there is much danger of his limbs and his
life, and he finds it a hard and a’desperate struggle that brings him in at
the death of these huge monsters, except where it has been produced by
hands that have acquired more sleight and tact than his own.

With the Indian, who has made this the every day sport and amusement
of his life, there is less difficulty and less danger; he rides without * losing
his breath,” and his unagitated hand deals certainty in its deadly blows.

In praTE 108, I have represented a party of Indians in chase of a herd,
some of whom are pursuing with lance and others with bows and arrows.
The group in the foreground shews the attitude at the instant after the
arrow has beén thrown and driven to the heart ; the Indian at full speed,
and the laso dragging behind his horse’s heels. The laso is a long thong
of rawhide, of ten or fifteen yards in length, made of several braids or twists,
~ and used chiefly to catch the wild horse, which is done by throwing over
their necks a noose which is made at the end of the laso, with which they
are ‘¢ choked down” 1In running the buffaloes, or in time of war, the laso
drags on the ground at the horse’s feet, and sometimes several rods behind,
so that if a man is dismounted, which is often the case, by the tripping or
stumbling of the horse, he has the power of grasping to the laso, and by
_ stubbornly holding on to it, of stopping and securing his horse, on whose
back he is instantly replaced, and continuing on in the chase.

In the dead of the winters, which are very long and severely cold in this
country, where horses cannot be brought into the chase with any avail, the
Indian runs upon the surface of the snow by the aid of his snow shoes,
which buoy him up, while the great weight of the buffaloes, sinks them down
to the middle of their sides, and completely stopping their progress, ensures
them certain and easy victims to the bow or lance of their pursuers, as in
. pLATE 109. The snow in‘these regions often lies during the winter, to the
depth of three and four feet, being blown away from the tops and sides of
the hills in many places, which are left bare for the buffaloes to graze upon,
whilst it is drifted in the hollows and ravines to a very great depth, and
rendered almost entirely impassable to these huge animals, which, when
closely pursued by their enemies, endeavour to plunge through it, but are
soon wedged in and almost unable to move, where they fall an easy prey to
the Indian, who runs up lightly upon his snow shoes and drives his lance to
. their hearts. The skins are then stripped off, to be sold to the Fur Traders,
and the carcasses left to be devoured by the wolves. This is the season in
which the greatest npumber of these animals are destroyed for their robes—
they are most easily killed at this time, and their hair or fur being longer
and more abundant, gives greater value to the rebe.




