OF THE IROQUOIS, OR SIX NATIONS.

~ Next the white heron proposed that he be sent, because of
being so slow of wing he could see every object as he passed.
On his aerial voyage he discovered a plain covered with the
vines of the wild bean, laden with the delicious fruit; it was
too great a temptation for him to resist, and he descended to *
enjoy a feast. So gluttonously did he partake that he could
not rise again from the earth, and the council after many days
of anxious waiting, called for a substitute. Here the crow
came forvard and acknowledged his fitness for such an.
office, as he was also slow of wing and was accustomed to hov-
er settlements and discern them afar off, he would not be sus-
_pected of any particular design should he linger near the one
that contained the scalp. , ‘ .

The warrior who possessed the coveted treasure knew the
birds and animals were holding council on the field of battle
to devise means to recover it, but when the crow drew near he
was not alarmed. The smoke of the wigwams indicated a set-
tlementandas the crow sailed —lazrf v through the a1r at a great
height above the roofs of the cabins, he espied the scalp which
he knew must be the one he sought, stretched out to dry.

After various unsuccessful strategems, he was able to seizc

~it. and flew away to exhibit his trophy to the council.

Now, they attempted to fit it to his head, but, being dny, it
was impossible; so search was made to find something with-
which to moisten it, but in vain. Then slowly moved gorward‘
the great eagle, and bids them listen to his words.

_ “ My wings are never furled; night and day, for years and
hundreds of years, the dews of heaven have been collected up-

" _on my back, as I sat in my nest above the clouds. Perhaps
these waters may havc a virtue nmearthlv fountain can pos-
sess, we will see.’ o

Then she plucked a feather from her wing and dipped .it in

" the dewey elixir. which was then applied to the shriveled scalp,
and lo! it became pliable and fresh as if just removed. Now-
it would fit, but there must be a healing power to causc the
flesh to unite, and again to awaken life.




