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One week from today in this city {
general conference of the Method
Church of Canada opens. This,
most important assembly of that bo
will be attended by 320 members,
extend over a period of two weeks a
may even run well into three wee
The delegates will arive next Saturd
night on the evening boat from Vancqg
ver. Many will come from the East
a special train which leaves Toro]
tomorrow morning, through picking
other delegates all along the line.

The conference opens in the Met
politan Methodist church next Sund
morning, and at the opening serv
there will be a conference love feast
9:30, led by Rev. Dr. Sparling, ef Win
peg. At 11 a. m. the Rev. Henry Hali
of Nevfcastle, England, ‘the represen
tive of the British Wesleyan conferen
will preach. At 7:30 p. m., Rev. So
mon Cleaver, D.D., who some years a,
was pastor of the Metropolitan churd
will hold' the pulpit. Dr. Cleaver ¥

fie of the most popular men who ev
préached in Victoria and sbhas sl

dned great fame throughout the whd
of*the Dominion,
Important Questions.

@he topics which will come up for aj
cusgion are of vital interest to Met
digm nptoonly sy OsrWa e An s
whole world. Besides - the. subjed
whiehi. were given in the Colonist so
ten. days mgo there are othérs whi]
have sinee.been brought up.

Undoubtedly the Jackson coptrove
will come in for a prominent place
the discassion. The :question of {
training of students and testing of {
belief of professors before their
pointment and their supervision aftd
wards, 'i8 known to be on = the pi
gramme for a thorough threshing o
The . question is, of course, one whi
extends far beyond the mmere matter
the ‘work of Prof. Jackson, which awa
ened such a lively discussion during t
Toronto conference this ~ year, and
one of great importance to the Met
dist church at large.

Increased Salaries.

The proposal that the four yeas
term of pastoral office be extended is
question which naturally arouses t
special interest of pastors througho
thé church, and so does the question
enlargement of annuities. At many
the annual church gatherings in Eas]
ern Canada this year the question
ministers’ salaries was one of the sul
Jects of discussion and it has be
pointed out that as a result ‘of the i
sufficient remuneration received
clergymen the work of the church w:
Suffering. Not only, it was argud
Wwere many of the ablest and most ene
getic members of the ministerial p
fession abandoning their charges a:
entering secular. callings, but desirab
Young men were being deterred fro
studying the ministry because of t
utter lack of any financial future in
Thus, the question concerning the sf
pends of the clergy, is sure to recei
#t8 due consideration. Then connect
with this there is also the question
the establishing upon a firmer basis tY
superannuation fund.

Of particular interest to Toronto pa
tors, though of wide general interest
the church as well, i1s the proposal
establish a new church department, {
be called the Department of Financia
Education, and Membership Leaving
with a paild general secretary.

This scheme, which owes its origi
to a plan put first into practice in Trin
ity Church, Toronto, is designed with
view to securing better and more sy4
tematic methods of raising money f£d
church and connectional purposes. T
plan on its original lines as carried o
in Trinity church has proved so sud
cessful that it has been thought ad
visable to extend the mevement.

The selection and appointment of
successor to the late Rev. Dr. Suthe
land is another matter of particular i
térest. Rev. T. E. Egerton Shore, w
was Dr. Sutherland’'s assistant secrg
tary in the Methodist Foreign missiq
department, is regarded as his mo
probable successor; but as there is
quesgion of rearrangement on foot in m

¥d to the management of the missid

ents, nothing definite can

i a8 to this important appointment.

A very busy man indeed these day
. i8 Rev. Dr, T. A. Moore, secretary ¢
" this yeer's general conference.
found five minutes, howeyer, in Wwhi(
to sketch an outline of the prineip
points which will come up for disc
slon at Victoria. .

“While I can give no opinion,
COourse; as to the way in which the coj
ference will deal with these questiong
he said, “1 may say that, briefly, th
wihl h’ thﬁ following:

ATl the legislation of the church 4
- part its: will come under review in t
first. dase, -

New Hymn Book.
there is the publication of
nn book. This is an imports
IE 0 be arranged for by this yea

itinued On Page Two.)




