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CURRENT TOPICS

In our own province there have been several polit-

| meetinrgs and the Premier and' other ministers
teen learning what the people of the different
t3 need.

rresident Castro, of Venezuela, has offended the
ition he will be forced to eat very humble

Tolland is a small nation, but it is a proud and

n one.

r many months times have been: hard in the
States and many people have been idle in the
in Minneapolis last week there was a failure,
it is feared, will throw meany more people out
Jloyment. A ‘big milling company which#has

ind elevators in many of the states was forced

ng Edward 'met his nephew, the Emperor Wil-

it Kronburg, Germany. They greeted each other

ffectionately -and had a long talk. Whether the

hs will succeed in doing away with the ill-

between the English and German nations re-

to be seen.  The King goes to Vienna to see
aged Emperor. Francis .Joseph of Austria.

e American fleet has arrived at New Zealand
s been warmly welcomed there. The ships are
harbor at Auckland and officéers and men are
ing the, hospitality of the people of that. city.
is all as it should be.  After their voyage of
than a month the sailors will be very glad to
on shore and among people of kindred blood and
the same speech.
I'he American, Wilbur B. Wright, Wwho 'is trying t
make a ship that will sdil’ through the air; -has been
z experiments at Le Mans in France. He was
ful in.a short flight.
Washington, Capt. Baldwin, who is trying to
an airship that can be used to give signals to
army, has also made a flight and found that his
hip could travel 12 miles an hour. ' The board of
( rs who inspected it,; declared that it was pro-
erly made,

The time chosen for.the Saskatchewan elections
must have been a. very inconvenient one for the
farmers. The harvest is on in 'many places, and even
a day is hard to spare. However, no doubt rhost. of
the men made up their minds during the long winter
nights for whom they would:vote. - Few people have
as much leisure for reading and thinking as the
farmers in- &- country where winter lasts for many
months, This is an advantage not to be despised.

Turkey is no longer a despotic monarchy. The
Sultan, Abdul Hamid, has decidéd to cal .a parlia-
ment, and so .give the people a .voice in making'their
own laws.  The British government has ordered its
ambassador to tell the ‘Sultan how greatly pleased
the nation is with his decision. For ‘many years the
powers of Europe have watched over the “Siek’ Man,”
as they called Turkey. .If the Yourng Turks are de-
termined that the people as well as the government
will be reformed Turkey may Once more become great
and powerful, Unless people are good, even freedom
cannpt make them strong. .

The strike in the C,PR machine shops ‘at Mon-
treal ‘and Winnipeg is still going on It is said that
the company will bring in_men to take the place -of
the strikers and ‘the mgr; seem determined ‘?ot to go
to work. When' the wheat on the prairies is almost,
réddy’ Yor thé reapeér ana Wﬂéh'_‘é‘zetﬁr’miu‘ and ch'r'h
in ‘Canada " will in a few wWeeks be needed to carry.
it to the ocean, so that the business of ‘the country
may- g0 9n and the farmeérs be'paid for their labor,
it seems a most unforturiaite thing for masters and

men to c‘;luérre!. It wasg hoped ‘that the Tiemieux Ast-
P

would t-an end to labor :troubles in this country;
but. in ‘this .case it has falled.” It may be, however,
that very soon'an agreement will be reached. i

The people of Fernie have gomne "to work bravely
to rebuild their city. : Although a fire seems the most
terrible misfortune that could befall a town, it oftéh
happens that after a great fire a larger ~and 'more
beautiful city- is -built.. This was -the case in Van-
couver and. Seattle as well ‘as in Chicago and St.
John, N.B,  The new city does not rise on the ruins

A

There is still trouble in France between the gov="

ernment and the labor unions. One night the elec~
triclans stopped work and for.two hours  the whole
city of Paris was in darkness. The .workmen, how-
ever, returned ' to their duties. It is wondertul to
think 'how completely the people of all cities have
learned to depend on electric light. It i1s not much
more than twenty-five years since the first city was
lighted with électricity and now there is scarcely any
town so' small ‘but it: has :its electric plant. There
are still ‘many peéople living who' remember when all
* night work was done by candle Hght.  Yet there are
no men in the world who .can do some kinds of work
as'well as those who in the centuries that hdve gone
worked in this tiny light. Trains can . cross over
the continent in less than a.week and ships steam
over the Atlantic in even less time : We can talk to
people hundreds of miles distant and send a message
round the world in a moment. We have ‘harnessed
the lightning, nay, we have even tanght it to do our
bidding ‘Without confining it and the wireless tele-
graph brings us news from ships far out at Sed, As

Him of whom & ‘was aid ‘that never man \spalie..is
He did. .

When we think that the very wisest and best ‘meén
and women who live in the Wworld today are only try-
ing to follow these great teachers of the past we may
wonder whether dfter all 'wé have any . igreat
cause for boasting. For the things that will last the
longest are not to-be seen and handled. It is‘in the
men of a nation that its. real greatness lies: But
perhaps this is too hard a lesson.for you to Dearn
yet. 8till, every child who is truthful and pure, obed-
ient, earnest and humble, may be doihg as much for
the world as Count Zeppelin or Bdison.
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THREE I:IUNDRED YEARS AGO

A second night fell, and,.«éver the eastern fort the

moon rose like a silver disg;-and the boy.Hebert had

not returned.. The villageihad been searched.and his

comrades ‘at ‘the ‘missionischoel -questioned;. but no, -
Hebert' was:lost and the-night had come -agatn. Now,

b
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In the fonely cabin knelt the mother of. ebert, her
- heart brave with:the thought that the good Ged would

guide the footsteps of the Séekers as she prayed that
it might 'be. Outside the breeze shivered in the tree-
tops, and from afar off camé the echo.of a wolf-dog’s:
bark. Suddenly, mingled ‘with 'these sounds
came 10 her another, that of someone moving stealth-
ily beneath her window. Standing in the doorway she
called into the darkness, and darting from the shg-
dows" there stood the Indian lad, = Ouagimon. By
broken words of Frenc1 and gestures he made knowh'
to her his purpose. He would ‘seek the lost white
brother, search the paths they had strayed together,
he, Omagimon, would return. Gratefully the mother
spoke her thanks, and entering’the house soon Tes
turned . with .a ‘moccasin belonging “to’ her boy; ‘and
gave it to the lad as he had asked. Then silently and
swiftly as he had come, he (disappeared among the
trees,

For:hours he glided onward, following the trai) of

- the pad-Hke imprint,” often bending low. to see more

3 gl
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of the old:.without .great suffering and .1oss to.those .

who owned the property burned .It is a fine thing
to see people forgetting their misfortunes and going
bravely forward. Help has come from all directions.
to the people of Fernie. Whatever we may some-
times think, thére are:many kind hearts in the world.
Suffering or’distress. seldom pleads in vain for help.
The selfish and the eruel or the merely careless who
will not reach -out a helping hand injure themselves
more than the sufferers. v

The Emperor and the people 6f Germany have de-
termined. to- provide Count Zeppelin with plenty of
money to build a new airship. ‘ Inventors have in-the-
past only succeeded after many failures. Few of them
have been fortunate enough to receive presents of .
great sums of ‘money. i A ;

It is said that the Germans expeet that airships
will be new and terrible engines of war and that
they hope by means of them to be able to invade
England. But it is not ljkely that Germany will have
this invention to herself rimvents are being made
in France, the United ites and in England itself.
Some one has sald that the size of the battleships and
the destruction their guns would cause will put an
end to war. How much’'more horrible would & battle
in the air be. ‘The very thought of such a thin
seems like some terrible dream. 5 i

Even little children know that it costs much less'
to carry geods by water than by land. - From the
head of Lake Superior to-the Atlantic Ocean is the
most splendid inland waterway in the world. It
reaches almost * tg the grain fields. 0f the western
brairies and passes ‘through fruitful land ' farther
¢ast. The conséquence is that Montreal is fast be-
toming the greatest grain shipping port in America.
New York is making great efforts to keep th etrade
but the railroad men 'say that it is not possible for

to carry grain as cheaply as. the Steamers ¢an. -
> of you may ‘remember that long ago New York "
Canada were rivals-for the fur ttade. Whatwould’
French. ‘and Duteh traders have said could
have seen the United Ftates and Canada of to-
(4v, with great steamers instead of canoes and lines.
¢! railroad instead of Indian trails through the forest?
.
. If any one had told even the most hopeful of the:
.Athers of Confederation that grain would grow .in
Peace River valley and ‘that there would be fing
s on the Skeena River, they would not have be-.
t % nada would be 'a fruitful
d, but if they thought abeut the north at a.llnilt
as the home of the fur trader and possibly the
man or :miner. Yet every day shows that land
1 was supposed to be too far north for cultiva-
produce splendid ecrops.  In . this way Canada
speclally British Columbia, is growing larger as
etter known. - The report which Mr. A grown-
t _down from the Kitsumkalum valley, east
Tt Rupert, is all the better news that few Deopie
‘ted it. He says that the frult, vegetables ‘and

grown there are excellent and that th
ry pleasant.. L

[t has been so often said lately that Bngland is
»ff ground that ‘ many people who -hou-ld‘ know
I are beginning to belleve it. A short time ago
)1orl¢y of Blackburn made a speéch to some
sh sallor boys who:were trainingeon: boasd the
Worcester, that would. have done every - lad in
soire good . to hear.. He showed. that so far is
de of England from declining that the Empire’
nearly as many rchant ships ‘a3 all ‘the other
i €S In the world put together and that Great.
o0 herself has 46 per Gent. of the tonnage of the
" More than that, the new' ships built by Eng-
'r¢ the finest and largest in the world: The
“‘" and safety of British sailors was never so
ared for as mow, Last yeéar twenty milifon tons
'PPing passed through the ‘Suez ‘Canal and of
| yiorteen millions were: British, It wag #ot nice,
lorley sajd, to:-bhoast, but we ‘must not. let our-:
ooy others. _believe that Gireat Britain's trade..
,-¢ining. . We can faney that the beys cheered
peaker and that they will make all ”d’w better
for his hopeful, cheerful words. i 3
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we bave seen, men have learned to sail through the.

alr. -Pictures .which would have beén looked upon
with wonder by our forefathers are glanced at with
careless gyed and torn by idle hands, Rivers have
been bridged sﬂ@' tunnels made under the sea ‘or
through the mountains. All these and hundreds of
things -as  wonderful have been accomplished. But
Who in these. days cani think the thoughts or--express .
them in the words of Shakespeare or Milton, Words-

worth or Sheiley and‘all the long line of poets whose' « gh

works have-un
lands? Centurie
ten’ in ‘Greece :‘n

' the name of England famous in-all
%&or_e their time books were: writ.
ece . Bome, which have lived long after
those great e 8 have departed and which. are
read and studied by the wisest men of our own time.
In the little cofintry which we now call Paleatine, '
g{gqs; 'an‘*qf;m rid, * Samuél and Isajah and ' many
ers ‘

n ' v they should act toward AT

£ "ome another, Here was ﬂvo;vtlhz't;ﬁ% W‘:”%’f :
;lnor&: Sln’r : > .m;‘:;o;y is told ti’x:-s}ilmpl‘«wwdn-
in the New T I L, nere wag the home of th
men who i‘lﬁ m’tg tant lands the words of

~long grass rear where the. ni

in words whose beauty has“duéﬁgr G

&

gathered, a search party, torches alight, departing. to
search for the missing child, It was as the Governor.
had said, he must be found and.God's gra i
man who brought him safe. . W words.

So% Kot ARG the WSk e, tarchies, SRRy

set .forth | ‘the wWoo¢ € . tarches ]
n.:xd :her‘oful %: great fire-fifes "mid the shadows’

_The Tagien lod L , 'had saen them' depart.

Today in the vi w? Egég!ﬁeag‘d thata Jittle pale-

face ' was 16st, and’ just ¢ Iying -motio Nﬁfn the
; , b

u:uh_«g{v:‘&mma 3 W
name he ‘had he: 3k

tle . white brother who'h

himh'thbj wonderful gam:

is games,
him—the hti?i ale-
whataid ‘the white
little white chief's .
paths he kuew s0 wel

down,_ by :the swarehouse a Jittle group ot:colon!:él had

there =

for 'the lad and spoke to him words of pra.lse.,: De-

- parting, Ouagimon had hung upon his girdle a beau-

tiful keen-bladed knife with a hilt that glittered like &
rainbow in the sun. But best of all he had gained the
great- white father’s trust, and Ouagimon went away
githl sunshine in his heart—M.H.C. in Canadfan
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NATURAL HISTORY i ¢

Dog and Kitten Sl

A, correspondent sends to the London Spectator
the following anecdote:

The servant man of a family took a kitten to a
pond  with the intention of drowning - it. ‘His master's
dog went with him, and when the kitten was thrown
into: the .water, the deog sprang in and brought it

.-back: to. Jand,

A second time the man threw 'it in, and again
the ‘dog rescued it; and when for the third time the
servant tried- to drown it, the-dog} as resolute to save
the dittle helpless life as' the man was ‘to destroy -it,

~ Swam: with it to the other side of ‘the pool, and ran
_-all the-way home with it, and deposited it before the -

kitchen fire.

From that time the dog kept constant watch over

the-Kitten. - The two were Anseparable, even sharing
the same bed. ; ’

‘ Just a Little Yejlow Dog
8 Ben was a  worthless, yellaw .cur, but our baby :
loved . him. They always played together. Their
favorite spot was the meéadow.  There in the tall
grass one could see the baby's bobbing pink sunbon-.
net-and close at hand the dog's waying tail, In July.

) the grass was ripe, and the baby’'s father brought.out

the ‘mower and set a man to work in the hayfield,

The man had made the circuit of the field twice,
when Ben sprang from the grass into the horses’
faces. 'When the mower stopped, he ‘stood before it,
barking excitedly. 'The man tried to drive Him away,

but Ben, usually an arrant coward, stood his ground

in spite of kicks and blows; The hired man Pe-
. turned to his seat and started on, determined to pro-

- ceed, even’ if the machine killed the dog.. But Ben,

divining his intentions, grabbed him by the leg and
dragged him to" the ground. i

The baby’s father came hurrying up, Ben ran to
meet him, and then bounded back into the uncut
grass. /The father' followed. There, just & few rods

ahead of the mower and directly 'in’ the path of the.
sickle; lay our baby, fast asleep,“ __

e WITH THE POETS
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Playmates of the Long Ago,
Playmates of the ILiong Ago; 5
" When the shades of -night fall low,
v, /Once again, ,to.yo‘g I come,
. Barefoot boy with broken drum,
Once again I seeém to stray,
. Blithely down the paths of May;
La chatting with. you there,
baseball” on the square;’
Warndering' with line and p:
To our favorite fishing hole;
Now, where are you; I would know,
Playmates of the Long Ago?

Where’s the! boy that ussd’ to come

Calling nightly for Wiy chumn? -~ .

‘Long before T'd" finksh 3
~:Iiwould hear him ‘¢alling me;
+-Never dared to ring the bell,
Always stood 'and ‘gave a yell;
Seems tonight I'm hearing you
. Celling, calling loud: “Yu-hoo.”
... Back through al | the nisty past,
., Oer the space of time so vast,
Come, like ers in a. show, .
Playmates of ‘the Long Ago.

=

‘Where’s the litle l‘lrl I .khew‘ ne i

Cherry lips. and 'eyes of blue?

Picture that no “:h can paint,
and quaint;
and shy,

you .as May;
i ving yet, -

all never crown with snow,
of ‘the Long Ago. .
: SRR T s o
‘Back again they run in dreams,
Playmates .bez{n mﬁ»? ;ﬁreqm-:
Boys 1 romped with, girls I kissed .
Swarm, about-me tm{ﬁk e mhﬂt
b e B -
g I claim 1 o:"m“m” g
ut in day-Ureams 1y
omo.perbians are. trouble- wo
Fhoughts ‘th
_gh%am of the ‘L
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. . FOR THE LITTLE TOTS .

S h U The Wing Woman

I am the Wind Woman who dwells in the air, .

I burnish the s and I set thé moon fair,

-1 sweep away clouds*and the mist and the rain, = -
And bring back the pleasant blue weather again. -

I anr thie 'Wind Woman who rides through the sky. -
Tm a friend of the Barth Folk: I s
1

pluck Off the fruit from the ripening free. .
And I swell out the salls of the white 'ships at’ sea.

I am the Wind Woman who sings soft snd Jow
A song the pines when to hed you must.go.’
Why, . I you by:night, and Fm with you by.

reason, there were three

\, ed to shel

clearly it lt matche;l thet

‘again he would speed

‘to rest. 'Then.on-
Tty -1k

'and covered them ‘wi

_plgeon has adopted th

‘the.race’ was nearly -

that he hen hed & Dad temper. o
- Grandmother and Hazel made & ‘nice warm nest
in a box for the chitks, and put them in ‘the stable,
a ﬂx;{ocs of blanket to keep

ne durifig the day, and ‘though

all that 4 little il could, still

rped ' for their mother, who

-went near her, ot

mo & ed, and ran back

to the kitchen with shining , and astonished.

grandm mma%mﬁ .9‘“' i

‘Gire they have a mother now!” She

ther would know who ‘they’ 'meant.

et Gl the table 1y b g b
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“The chickena!” ex; ' el: “The white

oy : hil

| Grandmother was as much astonished as Hazel
‘been, a.tgthi&p \ ’hgu pron ovtgx;tl:or head, tol-
pigeon and the' three little chicks, as happy as
could be.—Ines Wi in the Child’s Hour g
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