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N “The Circle” Magazine‘,--‘].,‘foyli‘“vé;

article on “The American In-
vasion of Canada.” It is need-
less to say that the Colonist does
not agree with. the author’s con-
clusions as to the ulfimate destiny
of Canada as a nation: \

It was in 1g9or that L first came
into personal intimacy with' what was then
popularly called the “Yank_cve‘ invasion of (;an;
ada” I travelled 2,000 miles in a “colonists
car’ crowded with men, women, and children
from Iowa and the two Dakotas; drank coffee
boiled over a “community” " stove, ate with
them, became a partner to their new hopes and
new ambitions, and for many weeks after that.
lived among the thousands of Americans who
had already seftled upon the fertile prairies of
Saskatchewan' and Alberta. -When I returned
to the States, it 'was with the conviction that
the “Yankee invasion” was inevitably tending
toward annexation.. Everywhere I found  the
old home love among  -Americans; I _saw
lFourth of July celebrated as enthusiastically in
little communities of the almost unsettled
prairies as in the villages and towns of ‘my own
State; I came in contact with -the unglcasant
rivalry existing between the “true subjects of
the king"” and the patriot invaders from beyond
the border—and I was satisfied then that there
was more truth than romance in the argument
of the Conservatives that the Liberal policy of
“drumming up immigration? was bound, soon-
er or later, to swamp western Canada in an in-
undation of Yankees whose politics and “Am-
crican-tendencies” would act like a boomerang
upon-the destiny of the Dominion. g

Twice during the next five years I went
over the same scenes. I saw the log homes of
1901 turned jnto cattle-sheds and my ' friends
of the emigrant cars happy in the possession of

modern homes; I saw hustling villages and

towns where hefore had been only mile posts,
gazed upon thousands of acres of wheat land

where before were only rolling prairie’ and™ their expenses paid.

forest. For hundreds of miles I rode horse-
back through regions settled only by Ameri-

cans and Canadians. There remained little of

the .prejudice and rivalry of five years before,
A new “political idea” was taking root in the
West—an.“idea” that brought Americans, and
Canadians together in fraternal neighborlingss,
and made their interests one. For the third
time I returned to the States,  and this ‘time

with a modified ‘convietion. There ..would
eitfier be annexation %o?-“é','fnéwf“t-’n’aﬁbn “'would”

rise in the North: - 5

Once more I have viewed the results.of the
“invasion,” and this time, after havi wit-
nessed its various phases for a period o Severi -
years, there is but one conclusion to arrive at
The “new idea” has taken firm root. A new.
form of education is, and has been, at work in
the Canadian West, and in every phase it
spells the birth of a new nation. Unnumbered

thousands of Americans—not bankrupt™ and )

The Canadian

indigent people secking easily acquired homes,
but industrious and ambitious farmers from
the West and Middle West, with their deep-
seated ideas of indghendence and their inborn
hostility toward anything that smacks of “al-
legiance”—are mingling in general prosperity
with other thousands of Canadians, whose
ideas of citizen’ government, of law, and of so-
cial lethies can not but meet with their appro-
bation; and these two. forces. dovetailing  in
cvery-day life, meeting in the schooltoom, the
church, and the home; are bringing about that
“mean level” of thought which looks neither
to GreatBritain nor to the United States for
its trend, but which, in the, words of an Ameri-
can mayor of one of the new towns of the

West, “is digging otit a channel-of its own.” -

Half a dozen years ago there -was a powerful
opposition in Canada to the Government’s im-
migration policy; today, from the provinces of .
the East to the Pacific coast, that opposition is
practically .gone. The “Yankees” were feared
before they came. Throughout Ouebec and
the East they were regarded b 5% ‘
population as the “American, peril” Now the
situation 1s vastly different, and can be realiz-
ed fully only by those who have watched this
gradual change in the' sentiment of a nation.
The Americans have come; they have built
towns and villages,

pleasantly disappointing. - And just as “pleas-

Canadian brethren.

These facts, as I will " attempt to show,
have built up a condition in " we: '
which exists nowhere-else in the world today,
and to see.which one must travel beyond fhe
border towns
towns that sumerous writers, and especially
newspaper  editors, gather that “material”
which neéver fails to portray a feeling of " jeal-
ousy and resentment on the part of Canadians
toward Americans, and which has gradually
cngendered an apparent feeling of unfriendli-
en the peoples of the two countries,
1y fairt. It givesa wrong

picture of .condi
ing out in Great
o the Doininion' have always been jealous of
the border towns of the - States, and

‘ United
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western Canada

sand cities. It is in these border -

1S as they are actually work-...
-anada. The border towns

was being waged upon the Yankees; the move-
- ment has its commander-in-chief, its “cabinet,”
M8 generals, and its officers and men of the
ranks. - Its “fight for ‘people” is centered in
the United States! Canada is now unanimous
in its desire for new. citizens—and especialy
- for Americans. They are even preferred to the
- English,’ as one
town or settled community of the great west.
 Consequently the campaign has never been
more eifective in the United States than at the
-present time. In the chief cities of eighteen
states of the Union are . situated the ‘great
captains” of the Dominion Government’s cam-
paign for settlers. In other words, in each of
these cities is a chief agent, and under these
‘captains are a host of lieutenants,  who  dre

working ceaselessly in the building of the new-

natiof. . Every moment these men are on the
. watch for new ideas, new opportunities. Mil-

lions of copies of descriptive booklets, millions’
of maps and finely illustrated Brochures, are

circulated among the farmers, Alluring  and
costly exhibits of Canadian farm products are

shown at the State and county fairs, Stereop- .

ticon lectures, in which the vast opportunities
rof western Canada are graphically ‘described,
are given in ru- * olaces. Thousands of dol-
lars are Spent ... newspaper and farm-journal
advertising. And the campaign does not cease
here. From the far west prosperous -farmers
are induced to make visits among their friends
in the States. Their transportation is paid by
the immigratic 1 department, and in return they
tell these friends of the free homes, the plenty
and prosperity, that await them in the new
land. There is no fraud about this remarkable
~campaign for American settlers.
“dian West is'd land of great opportunity, and
consequently the immigration department can
8o to almost any length in’ its ' inducements.
-One of its favorite schemes is to form a party
of half a dozen or a dozen representative farm-
ers in a certain district-and send: them' through
the West, where they are royally ¢reated  and
d. Nine timesout of ten’
. these partiés return’'to the Statés enthusiastic

settlers are the result.
Not until, one has . travelled from end to

end of the Canadian West; not.auntil one has

actually lived among the settlers,” eaten - with
them, talked with them, and :slept under their
_ roofs, does .one realize that this. campaign of
the Dominion. Gdvernment in .the Usdited
States issnot:what.l
- her new citizens from across the border. =
policy: of ‘the immigration department iis :to

work in the most | prosperous farming “com-

munities—to send into the West.settlers, s not

‘poverty-stricken and indigent, but with flocks
and herds and chattels of their owfi. Statistics
g0 to prove this. - During  the year:“ending
»Jju‘ne;3q, 1907, 56,652 ‘American settlers went

‘~,-> - P A’. ; 4 ¢ ‘, i * ¥
“ strategy and thought as though an actual war

will discover in almost-every -

160 acres of land are under: cultivation; with

~and nearly every other expense of the school.

. telligent class ‘of farmers, unusually = prosper-

The Cana-

about the new country and jts people, and new A ;
24 ¥ - 5  went up mto' Canada, evéry one'of us would’

I given a big farm free, and, tin
: roperity, © THe opporfumitig At

he " "West are tending-toward:bringing about an- " people from the States have

. other interesting conditidni“—the steminiing of --#ry between the two.towns.

‘'the border were

into Canada, and with them they took property fort to draw twice that number - of ‘farm boys
valued at fourteen million-dollars, an average - into Saskatchewan and Alberta. - Bt
of'more than $250 for every man, woman, and I have‘found among Americans in:western
child who left the States. - : Canada another reason for  their - emigration,
"In view of this apparent prosperity of the and ome'which itis net pleasan_t for an Ameri-
majority of those wh& leave. their . American €an to dwell upon.. I have foum‘i‘ conﬁ’:g_ierable
homes for a new west, the questions naturally dissatisfaction with the States. “Back in the;
arise: Why do théy go? What are the reasons States the farmer has to rdise’ five ‘dollars
or the attractions that induce hundreds of ~worth of produce in order to earn one dollar
thousands of Americans to seek new homes for himself,” said an Ohio man who emigrated
across the border?’. 5 to Manitoba four years ago. “It’s constant
P ) : -~ graft from the time you take your potatoes or
dér;l;ggl('ie r%;‘;sg:efx:rl th[)eog;lia:iru_san%hia%ﬂgnﬁﬁ_ your friit to the station until you receive your
ion‘Government gives a settler absolutely free Chﬁ‘.l“e5 :nd while . app!eS,tl forc. :nsi&;}ncgr;:
160 acres of land, and that Settlerfmay choose S¢IlNg at panic prices in the  city;. et
‘the location o% his own home; an, Wh};n these 1Sn't offered enough to pay him "for - picking
; A them up from the ground. The Americah

'goed barns and a_ residence upon theém, - this
man’s taxes will not.exceed $10 or $15 a year.
If there is but “one settler living in a certain
district, and that settlér - possesses eleven or
more ehildren, the Government will build a
school for him.  In other words, there must be
a school in any district that’ boasts of eleven
children; and, moreover, if this school has an
average attendance of six-during the year; it'is
entitled to an annual:grant from the Govern-
ment, a grant which-&overs. tedcher's salary

‘market his ownsstuff can make a mighty good"
"living, but it’s hard for thé fellow who has to
ship. Up here it’s different. Every man owns
his own-farm, and it is big enough to enable
him to make a"good" living even 'if . prices
should go- low.” ' But «the  dissatisfaction  of
American colonists in the Canadian West does
not go beyond- conditions.. I do not wish: to
imply that our emigrating people, though ex-.
* patriateés in the true sense of the word, " have
lost a whit of the love for the land théy are
leaving. But, at-the same time, one ‘will not:
find five settlers in a hundred who" favor an-
nexation, and.I do not believe there is one out
of fifty of the older settlers but who would
vote against it were such a proposition put be-
~ fore them. : This is not' because they . prefer
British citizenship, which in reality is a thorn
in their side. I do not believe that it is gener-
~ally understood in the States that. the Ameri-
can emigrant who takes up a homestead in
Canada must become a British citizen.” This,

There are other and potent reasons for the
emigration. While: travelling westward from
‘Winnipeg in a “colonist” car, I became very -
well acquainted with a family of seven from
Towa-—three strapping sons, two daughters,
and the parents. ‘They were of the most  in-

ous, and there seemed to be not the slightest
reason in the world for their leaving their fine
old farmi back in Marshall County, less than -
fifty miles from Des Moines. - I asked the head
of the. family for his' reason, and he ‘said:

" “Well, you see, it’s this way: As long ' as
the boys: were young; the old farm was big
enough. ' But now all three of them want to
start out for themselves. I'didn’t want to see
them go to work as ‘hired help,“and the farm
wasn’t big enough to split up”into four shares.
So we figured that if we sold it for-$5,000 and

- patent or deed, he is compelled ' to  discard
American citizenship and swear allegiance to
the croWn, thus becoming, in word -and fact,
a subject of the king.” ' As a result of this, the

is becoming trémendous. - For nearly 1,000

. ‘of the Canadian Pacific, the population of: the
towns and country is more generally American
than that of the,rSyt ;

berta, especially from the border northward to'

we'd all be together.” . s

" This is one reasoi that I' folirid in “almost
every ‘western community - that:I have visited.
In*western Canada ‘the ““¢ighteen-year-6ld son
; by ‘emigrating,

have a 160-acre farm with'homeés on them, and

American. State., Between Calgary and +Ed--
monton, a distdnce of 200 miles, ¢éne niay
. traveldlong the line'of the railread from house
) . ta-house and five.out.of every “six people en-
‘open’in - the ’countered are’ Amerieans, - r

W

o

settled the coun-
| Both Calgary
ahd Edmonton are hustling American  cities,

the rush of rural young men into- American
cities. -Last year 14,000 of ‘those who crossed
young ‘fen between the ages
of_eighteen and twenty-five, and .. during* the
coming year the ‘immigration = department of
the Dominion plans on making a powerful ef-

nofthward from the Montana border.s Many

~have reeves and councils,made up of mien, who
- four or five years ago-were tilling the fields or

Pliee- IF closing of the labor recruiting

‘;»ﬁ_ .bureau which for a year - past has
Wkel been maintained in London by the
- Canadian  Manufacturers’ . Associa-
. tion, whether . the . closing be per-

¥ ™ manent or only ‘temporary, has a
significance which can be realized to the full
only in Canada, where the developments that
‘preceded the organization®of the . bureau are
well known, writes a correspondent of “the’
London Times. ~ The most obvious signifi-
cance is that the closing of the bureau furn-
-ishes a justification of the . policy as regards
labor that the Laurier Government has assum-
‘ed towards the Manufacturers’ Association

~almost from the time it came into -office in
«+The Government then gaye an assur--/

“ance to the trade unidps that it"would so or-
immigration - propaganda in . the

nited Kingdom as not to overcrowd the cen-

tres of industry in Canada with skilled labor.
Later on, when the recent \trade “boom” in
Canada became well developed; the Manufac-

ad permit its - immigration. officers in the.
hadian factories. ‘The Government re-
to dccede to this appeal on the  groun
would be.unfair..to use - Goverament
Y. to which-all Canadians contribute,’ to
in_skilled labor to compete with

t thSre could bé no'l !
ernment would change its-policy. The or-
ganization of the burean was decided upon at
‘the Wi convention ofthe assogiation in

: and at the next annual con-
¢ld in Toronto in ' September

_d_gentS'in fhé‘Um; ed
1y degree in associatior

It was then ‘
LIS ung 3
what  w

gical position of the

e

dian -Manufacturers’ ASociation ' at ‘Toronto,

_dnd skilled. factory’ workers,” there cante "the

‘was reported that hundreds. of , immigran

congestion. and distress;. and the distress greatly reduced the numiber of men and wo-~
«turers’” Association made repeated -appeals to. wonld undoubtedly ha n- . men who could be sen by the bureau so
‘the Government to depart from ' this ‘policy, < eral -and mor ; ‘regulati

c 4 s “pleas- United Kingdom to act as recruiting ‘agents -
antly disappointing” have . they found »ﬂmi‘“ 4

“.gration '
closed its London b
possible to assail t
in ‘the yghtiment mann

a hand to help Caﬁédiaﬁ"&naanacturers to re- -
cruit skilled labor for their factories.
‘Six weeks after the convention of the Cana-

at which it was insisted that the crying need
of Canada was a large immigration of artisans

th i
_ today be possessed of $50. After the 1st
end of the great expansion of trade which set ary and until the 1st
in‘five or six years ago; and by the end of 1907 ‘
most of the large centres of industry and dis-»
tribution in the: Doniinion were confronted
with the unemployed - ‘problem in a more - or
less acute form. From Toronto there was an
philanthropic - and '

miship.- company
arry him back. During

- year in which re ;
the labor bureau one of the chief difficulties
was to secure for i

urgent appeal. from the " ; ;
charitable organizations’ that the Governnient -

should restrict immigration; and from Winni- -
peg, Ottawa, London (Ont.), and Montreal, it

n and women who
0 passage and the cost
tion by railway inland: It
ble for employers in Canada
charges, because they had no-
ra ‘that.centracts made in -England
would be fulfilled after - the ‘immiigrant. had
-reached Canada. The. new regulations added
materially -to thi

who had conte’in: 1907, were out -of work, tin~
able to obtain work, and in many cases were
suffering great privations. . ’The Government
has had to carry the blame for some of ' this

qu
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farmer who is near enough to a big :city to

. .consider that they have merely adopted a new

" however; is true.. Before a settler is given his

voting power of Americans in western Canada -

miles westward from Winnipeg, along the line

ate of New York, and Al-.
Edmonton,  might be regarded as a typical

<2000, ey of &
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and so are a score of smaller - towns raneing . cities” in
of these places, from Winnipeg to the far West, - sy

e

s an
, dians, that sentiment | which: will ' u
. Bive birth to a great

migrant -
of April he must
in which ‘recruiting was geing on at
mmigration into the indus- .

~people, with the same inter
- extent the:same ambitions,

s difficulty, and ‘must have "

= of colonists, both = Ame
- 'who believe that they should j

keeping store in the States, and in church and
school 'life, as well as in politics, American in-
fluence is everywhere apparent. There are at i
the present time between 375,000 and 400,000
American settlers from Winnipeg west, with a
possible voting population of 120,000, a per-
cent'age which is naturally high because of the
fact that thousands of men “without families
are seeking their fortunes there.: Of these 120,
000 males above twenty-one years of age, it is
estimated that at least 40,000 have already be-
come British citizens, and the others will un-
doubtedly “swear allegiance” as soon as their
three years of ‘residence“in the country expires
and they.are ready for their. patents,

_And what does this great army of Ameri-
can voters in Western Canada signify? What
will 'be the ‘ultimate result of - the controlling
influence ‘they are now exerting in Western
Canadian politics, and which they will con-
tinue to exert'more and more each year?
These are questions of tremendous interest to

~ the people of the States, and they bring us at
once to the unusual condition which now ex-
ists beyond the border. The hundreds of
thousands of Americans in the West*do  not

_country ; instead, the sentiment is general
_among them that they are ‘making a new
country, and that they are copartners, on equal
terms of ownership and rights, with their Can-
adian neighbors who have emigrated from the g
eastern provinces of the Dominion. They do’
not regard themselves as aliens, but as pion-
-eers—the first conquerors of the soil; ' and,
singular as it may seem, they even now speak
of the foreign immigration that is coming in
a steadily increasing flood from FEurope into
their country: Their Canadian neighbors have
ceased to regard them as invaders, and both
are unanimous in the opinion that the immi-
grants from Europe are the most undesirable
of all=that are coming ‘into the country. The

Canadian prefers an American, and the Amer-
ican a Canadian, to any other meighbor—un-
less it is one of their'own’ people. -
Everywhere through this new> West one
‘finds prosperity and plenty. In no better wa,
is this proved than by ‘Ae - building of raii}-’
roads. ‘In 1881 there were only- ‘seventy-five
“miles of railroad in Manitoba and . the West.
Today 8,000 miles are completed and in _ser-
vice, and despite the fact that her _railway,
mileage per capita is alréady greater than that
of any other country on‘earth, there are today
under contract or
most of it in the

constr
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