CURRENT TOPICS
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In some ways the president of the United States
has more power than the King of Engiland or of any.
other limited monarchy. He is the head of the Ex-
ecutive—that is, the body which has the task of
carrying out the laws made by Congress. President
Roosevelt was lately blamed for having taken even
greater powers upon himself than the constitution
of the United States gave him. Some members of
the Senate think that Congress and not the Presi-
dent should hawve framed a treaty which was entered
into between Germany and the United States last
summer. The agreement had to do with customs
duties. i

Perhaps you do not all know that Congress is like.
a parliament. It has two Houses, which are both
elected. These are the Senate and the House of
Representatives. It is not Hkely that President
Roosevelt exceeded the powers given him by law.

Four thounsand shipbuilders at Newcastle-on-Tyne
went out on strike last week because their wages
were lowered. - The employers say that they cannot.
afford to pay any more than they are giving at pre-
sent, as there is a smaller demand for ships. This
will mean great loss, ‘for hot only. will the ship-
builders be idle, but there will be less work for the
iron -and coal’ miners as well as many other me-
chanics. - : ! 3

The members of the Reichstag = (the German
Parliament) had a very stormy meeting last week.
Those who supported the people in their demand
for the right tovote spoke boldly and flercely, while
Prince Von Buelow amd the members on the other
side were angry and iadignant, . No blows ‘were
struck, however, though there was some threatening.

A new market has been found for timber from’
British Columbia. The people of the Fiji Islands:
must have become tired of .their bamboo houses and
have sent to us for boards and sghingles, as well as’
heavier lumber. ot appe e ;

There will be a great meny,.people glad to learn
that lumber is to be sold cheaper than during the
past year. In the woods and :at the mills many hun-"
dreds of men hayve been at work: for many months,
and this fall the Jumber yards were full. Hard times
in the States and a poor harvest on the prairies
prevented many people from buying, and now the
mill-men have determined to lower their prices, It
is to be hoped they will soon sell all the lumher they
have on hand, and that men and machinery will be
at work again. & ‘ !

. Boys cannot learn too young the danger of drink.
Some very wicked person last weels made too little.
boys drunk, and not long ago: a child on a tram-car
gave great pain to all the passengers by his drunken
ravings. Strong drink-does no' healthy child good.
Almost all wise people believe now that even men
and women would all be a great deal better if they
did not use drink ‘with alcohol in it. While there are
a few people whom it does not injure, so-many learn
to take 'too much, that the habit of using strong drink
does more ‘harmi''than asy other c¢ustom :comhon
among civilized men. : ~ <ok

Those who employ men now in railroads, ships,
or in ether work that needs skill and ecare will not:
take men who are ‘not sober. A boy who never
dyinks cannot’ become a ‘drunkard, while if a boy
learns to love strong. drink it is almost certain ‘that
hé can never be cured of the terrible habit. :

An - authoress, who' is best’ known by her pen-
name of “Ouida,” died in Florence a few days since,
Ouida wrote a great number df -books, which Wwere
read by thousands of people. Some of.them were |
not good, although all were interesting and some
very clever. It'is sad to think that this woman died
in great poverty.
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There is much distress ‘in Toronto this. winter.
People' are out of work., Those who have kind
hearts and full pockets are making plans for their
relief. In Vancouver thieves and robbers have com-
mitted many crimes. It is to. be hoped some of them
will be ,caught. ; ;

. England, France, Japan were all watching China,
and now Russian soldiers have completed the cordon.
around this great counttry. ‘It may be that the sight
of foreignars on every hand waiting, to take advan-
tage of her downfall will put a stop to the quarrels
within the ancient empire. A The Chingse are in many
ways  a, great. nation.. They are not warriors, but
those ‘who expect to conquer. them easily may find
ghat lea. peaceahle people, when roused, can fight -

ravely. :

At the outer wharf, steamers from the East and
Farthest West meet. The Princess Ena from Liver-
pool arrived the same -day-as the Iyo Maru from
Yokohama. The Pringess Ena is the new C. P; R:
freight boat, which will carry goods from Vancouver
to Victoria. The Japanese liner.brought a cargo of
rice, -tea, matting, soy, merchandise. and silk, /

Most people think - of whales as being eaught:
among the icebergs of the: far north or the extreme
south. There are, however, on the West Coast of this
island, where the climate is little, if any, colder than
Victorfa, two very prosperous whaling stations, one
at Sechart, on Barkley Sound-and another at Kyu-

- 'quot. There is a third even nearer, on the east codst,
near Nanaimo.- Here the monsters of the deep are
caught, and their oil, bones and skin prepared for
the use of man. § '
~ A large party of immigrants from the United
States have purchased: 30,000 acres of land near Ash-
croft. ' These dpeo'gle ‘call themselves Dunkards, and
intend to divide the land into five and ten acre lots.
They are going to work by the first of Marcéh, This
land all needs to be irrigated, but the seven hundred
people who are coming are ready to begin this work.
They can get/more land from the government if they
need it, Just what kind of religion the Dunkards he-

. lieve in we are not told, but if they obey the laws
and work 'hard, they can worship God in their own'
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Mackenzie King, who was sent here last summer
by the Dominion government to enguire into the
troubles between the white men and the Japanese,
and to find out why so many pgorgle from Japan had
come to Canada, has made w to the governmeng
at Ottawa. He says that thousands qf Japanese
who arrived here last summer came, not because
.Japan wanted to send them, but because raflway and
minl:g companies in: British' Colunibia offered them
wor! ; S =
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There was, some days ago, an unsutcessful at-
tempt to remove the-king of Portugal and to estab-
Jlish a republic.” It was discovered and the ring-
leaders arrested. Portugal has for a long time been
a very badly governed eountry. Though her soil is
fertile and her climate delightful she has almost lost
her place among the nations. Her industrious pea-
sants till the ground in the same rude way as their
forefathers -did centuries ago. Yet Portugal was
once the home of famous sailors and great sts.
It may be that the disturbances show that her people
are awakening, and that they will again make ?he
name of Portugal honored. e

While in Victoria we have been listening to the
meadowlarks and gathering catking and the blos-
soms of the laurestinus, with now and again. a rose,
the people on the. Atlantic coast have been suffering
from severe snowstorms. In New York many peaple
have died from exposure or the shock caused by the.
terrible cold. . X3y % {

At last, however, Jack Frost is paying us his
compliments, greatly to the delight of the éhildren.
There is no fun like sliding and sleighing, unless it is
snowballing. Tingling ears and aching toes -and
fingers do net spoil’ the fun. Make the most of the
clzold “;\lre?ther before the slush comes; which is just
rorrible! : : AR

" In the French chamber of deputies (another name
for parllament) there bas been a great deal of talk
) & ad . S 4

/ ing in al

* how -good!. . How good!™ = -

about Morodco. It seems to have been decided that
¥he French army in- country must be satisfied
with. keeping order near the geacoast, and will not
attempt to pursue the wild Arab tribes to their
strongholds. It  is hard for HEftropean soldlers to

fight with the wild‘ horsemen, who' appear  in 'the .
most .unexpected . plages, and vanish no one kpows -

whither. -ranks.and slow moving artillery
are useléss against such bands. If France finds that
she must go farther than her treaty with other
European nations allows, it is thought that Germany
will interfere. If she does, there may be a great
war. It is thirty-seven years since the Germans
conqured France and entered Paris. The proud
French people have never forgetten the disgrace nor
forgiven their conquerors, They have grown rich
and have a fine army. In these days, however, peo=
ple are not so ready to go to war as in former years,
and war-clouds blow over many times befors-they
burst on peaecéful homes and smiling fields, and we
may trust that this one, too, will disappear.

There is a plan before the Canadian parliament
te make a great waterway from the Georgian bay to
the Ottawa river. 'This will shorten 'the distance
Betweéen Port Arthur, where the wheat from the
prairies is brought by train, and Montreal. This
great water-road would be 631 miles long, and 274
milés of this distance would bé canals cut to join the
rivers and lakes. This work would cost an immense
amount of money, but.men who have studied the
plans say that it will pay. In these days it is foolish
to say that any work is too hard for engineers to do..

——— ¢

. Over at the government buildings the members
have been very busy. A number of very useful laws
have been brought in. ' The University bill spoken of
last week is ope of these. Mr. McPhillips haes asked
the members to pass an act which 'provides that
those who work in factories, especially women and
children, shall have plenty of air and light, that
they shall not have to work too long hours, and that
in every way the factories shall be safe, clean and
healthy.. s ; o 2

The debate on the. Natal bill has gone on, every
one seeming to agree that it should be passed, even
if the Dominion goverament will not allow it to be-
come. law. e - :

Another important act is _that which is intended
to give all those who are employed by the govern~
ment fair wageés and: provides for them in their old
age and for their helplegs families after their death.
There are many.other acts under discussion, and our
members ‘of parliament can have very little td}e time
in these days. N g ;
* The British Parliament met on Wednesday. The
Liberal party is in ‘power in England, but the prem-
ier, Sir Henry Campbell Bannerman, who has been
ill for some ‘months, .was absent. The government
promises to pass a great many laws that should
make Great Britain a better place to live in. The
Suiltan of Turkey has ruled his country so badly
that the King says steps should be taken to pre-
vent the little wars that are going on all the time
between the Christiang and Mahommedans. The Sick
Man of . Europe (as Turkey :is called) has given
fauch trouble. If it weére not for' the jealousy among
his European neighbors he would have been con-
quered long ago, theugh the Turks are brave
soldiers. b i ¢

The scholars are now on the home-stretch. The
first month of .the term is over and as the days go
they -will be working hard to get the years work
finished. If only they get enough play and plenty
of sleep hardwork will not -mirt them. > The editor
would fmegtp’kndw whether these little articles help
them in their school work. s il 501 Yo

We publish today a-~Httle girl's story, and hope.
that others will write stories or letters. -The piecs-
tures keep coming, and we will publish as many as
possible. - : )

THE THREE KITTENS

By H. M. De Maine, Ganges Harbor.

“0, Mother, Meother,” cried lttle John -Green, as
he rushed into the house one early spring morning,
sobbing as if his little heart would break, “‘My: ‘three
poor little Kkittens are all gone away, every one of
them, and I canngt find them anywhere! t can
1 do, mother? What shall I do? What has taken
them? Where have they gone?” i

“Don’t ery so, Jaeckie, and I will go along with -

you «and see if we can find what has become of'
R [ g -
ﬂ-‘qgénsle had made a nice home for her kitties in a:
large ‘barrel of wool in the sheephouse, and Master
Jack had found them  there, greatly to the disap-"
-pointment of the kitties’ mother, who purred and
talked in her own la ge to Master Jack, trying
to tell him-that she was not going to hayve her kit-
ties disturbed and carried round to show everyone
who happened to come along. She should take them:
away this very night, -~ 3
But litile Jackie could not understand her, and
played and talked till teatime. One: little kitten was-
brown, with little back spots all over his coat. “The
sther two were black and white, like their mother:
~ Jackie was only eight years old. As he had no
.little sister or.brother to play with, he felt his loss

deeply.. . . ;
“Just think, mother, that I should go to bed so

early S0 as to be able to jump up the first in the .

morning so. Joe, the stableman, would not hurt them,
He told me If I left the gate open he would drown

the whole lot of them. I asked him if he knew what -
‘took them and he told me he did not see them. I be-

lieve him, for I never left the gate open.”
f“Well, don't cry; did ‘you go up the ladder,
Jackie?” - ~
¢ . “No, mother, I thought I would tell you,
would know what to do best.” .
" “Bpaye little man! Never forget to tell your sor-
xrows, as well as your joys, to your mother.”
.. Henry; climbed the ladder and peered round, look-
itho .empty. boxes.” At last they found them,
Pussy and all; tucked up as shug as . could be, and
Jackie’s joy was soon told by his exclamations. {
“Oh, eMother, they are all here, every one. Qh,

“How are your bantam ‘hén‘a, 'Ja.ckié? Do lyou
feed them and give them water?”
:+ “No; I forgot them these two days.”

“Are youn net sorry they must suffer? Think if

you had nothing for two or three days how ik you .

wi ‘be. - .

They soon found the chickens, They did not look
very neglected, thanks to Joe's careful eye. In one
corner ‘of the house was found the cutest little egg
with brown spots over it, in the prettiest little nest
imaginable. — ' i

“After a time the-nest was full of eggs, and the
poor Itttle hen sat on them all day and all night
long for three weeks. Omne bright morning there
were nine of the cutest chicks that could be, . just
like wee birds, too nice for anyshing! . Jackie .soon
forgot the kitties, and his Mmother said, “You don’t
want the three kitties. Give one to little “Freddis
Brown and’ one to Robert Mason. They -haven't
any’l -

““No, mother, 1 cannot give my cats away. I want

them all myself.” gean
.- “Very well, Johnnie, you will get a better lesson
by having your own way than I can give you”
‘The little chicks grew sironger every day and ram
round so happy here and there, catching flies and
“scratching. Every day they ventured farther and
farther away from their mother. - ;
. +Jackie's little cats got tired of playing and wan-
geymd into the chicken yard and hid behind a bjod
and’by the little chickies came dancing by. ﬁﬂﬁ
-Pussies, thinking they were birds, sprang upon them,
and one by one they disappeared, . - . X
. When Johnnie found out what had happened he'
eﬂed',. “O!;. Mother, Mother, I will give them ‘away

now. :
'ﬁ";xN?' 'fctehet!t’x a;'et no; tl‘;;‘
shall tal em’ to the city to the warehouse.

you sorry, Johnnie, for having your own%' e
. “Yes, Mother, 1 am awfully sorry,” and he had a
e ok i o, b and- s and o
., Never fo his boys and: girls, and o
your paremts at all times, e bq‘r

You -

to glve away mow.. Joe .

»

' THE TWISTED SHEET

;

——

“All in thé world you have to do is to let go,”

said Marian, ing very straight,”and speaking in
her wue-mﬂ?&m tolgéf S "

“Tll'never lét go as long as I live!” declared the
blue-eyed girl on the epposite side of the bed, and
she clutched the twd corners of thé sheeét with a firm-
er qrip as she said it. - LA
- “But the younger one ought to give up,”” Marian
remarked in that superior voice which always start-
ed a raging in the breast of her yonmger sister.

Lucie snappsd her lips together. She had been
giving up for ten whole years, and Marian had had
her own way all that time. ' There ought to be &
changs, Marian was only twelve herself. Besides;
if Marian would let go her side of the twisted sheet,
it would come right side up; just as it ought to.

“You know, yourself, Marian, the hem of the
upper sheet ought to turn over on the top, and it
would if you'd let g0, she said at last, trying to be
a8 cool as her sister. “And Ill tell you one thing:
this time I—am—not—going-—to—give—up.”

Marian langhed softly. . *“Seems if I'd beard that
before. You weren't going to give up, the time I set
the basket of eggs down in the path and ran off be-
cause you wouldn't take hold of the handle the way

"1'told you to, but I notice it was little Lucie ‘that
went baek and got them, after all You might as
well let go that sheet, first as last, so that we can
make this bed” 2 ¢

“Oh!” Lucie burst out. *“If you weren't my sis-
ter, I'd—! Ym#l stand there with your braids ‘all
smooth and your eyes quiet, and you get me just
blazing, and then you're satisfied! I haven’t for-
given you yet about that perfume bottle, Marian Gal-
braith, and I Tell you I won’t give up, this time. I
won't—if I stay here till' doomsday—so there!”

~ “Merey me, child!” said Marian, shifting to an
easjer position a¥ if she meant to stay till dooms-
day, too. “I'm not such .a baby as io keep up a
guarrel about a little- thing. like a perfume bottle.
You can call that bottle with the square stopper
youlrds. if you want to. I told you all the time you
could.” :

“‘Call it mine’—it is mine! It’s—oh, you’can
be the meanest! I just hope Uncle Ben will remem-
ber, when he comes tonight, which one he gave you,
but whether he does or not, you know as well as I
do that the bottle with the squdre stopper was mine
and you never thought of saying it was yours until
the one with the round stopper got broken. It isn’t
the bottle I care about, either, and you know that.
I just want you to give up whén you're wrong, and
you never do!” ¥ S

“’Sh-sh, Luclie!”  'said = Marian reprovingly.
“You'll disturb your.sick mother/ talking so loud.”

Lucie fairly ‘gmund,lie'rvtoeth. She was a gentle
girl, but Marifn’s unruffied superiority roused all
the wrath there was in her, and, for the last fem
days, since their mother had been shut up in the
quiet room with the trained nurse on guard, there
had been no getting on at all, /It came to Lucie
now, as never before, that the/time had arrived
when she .should assert her-rights; sp, after draw-
ing herdxleath, sharply through her teeth and dart-
ing one furlous glanee at her sister, she shut her
lips again, and legned against the head of the bed,

For ten, fifteen, twenty minutes, they stood. there,
silent. ‘Occasionally Lucie glared at Marian, meet-
ing always the same . .dark-eyed glance. At last,
witheut 2 word, Marian, still holding to the corners

.. of the sheet, sat deliberately. down on the floor. Af-
ments: me Lacie followed ex-

éach other now, hut

each knew 'that.

i

Marian resp
considering -
on. the fioor..
“Neither do
to. look ‘over.ithe X :
“Notcare for en - I've pancikes - and
¢ u!” Nora exclaimed, advancing

*This 'sheet is tw , and Miss Lucie has an

obstinate fit and won’t let go So that I can straighten
it out)! .Marian explained with a patient air that
.- maddened ., o :
“Lucie—obstinate!”  came -the indignant echo
from the other side of .the bed: “I guess there's-
.somebody else obstinate beside Lucle, Nora.”
“Well, now, I'll settle all that for you in one min-

ute,” declared the warm-hearted Irish girl, laying-

hold of the sheet, but she dropped it again suddenly,
‘at sight of the unwonted fiash in little Miss Lucie’s
blue eyes. s : :
“Dom’t touchthat, Nora!” she. commanded. “This
is’ Between Miss Marian and me” - F e
© "Y¥es, go and leave us, Nora,” Marian added,
with her mother’s own manner. “You may clear
the table. ‘We'll not be down to luncheon,” . s
Bewildered and unwilling, but “somehow com-
pelled, Nora ‘turned' and went grumbling out of
the  room. :Silence fell  again, A long ' silence.
Lucie was seized with an unconquerable desire to
peep under the bed and see what Marian might be
~_doing. Cautiously, without loosening. her hold on
the sheet, ahe, lowered her head .and  looked.. There
was Marian doing’ the same thing at the same in-
stant, and, like a flash, both girls jerked their heads
up and sat shaking in' silént, exclusive mirth. . Not
far worlds would either have let the other know that
she was laughing. That would have meant death to
the dignity of the quarrel, and, above all-things,
¢ dignity must be maintained. = g
- Again the door opened, and the immovable face
of the trained nurse was thrust in. ‘She looked like
an- advertisement. of fine laundry work, with her
crisp blue and-white stripes, and the snowy.aprong
cuffs, collar, and ¢ap.. :
“Little girls,” she, said, in, her stranger's voice.
“Norg tells me that you won't come to luncheon be-

you are having some kind of a gquarrel. I .

cause
should think, if you loved your mother, you would
Ary to be good and belp her to get well quickly,
i 33:-;” you knew youll trouble her if you act like

"“You haven't been . and told -her?”. Marian de-

manded, with“a shocked note in her voice.
“N—no; but 1 8 have 1o,*if you keep this
up,” said the nurse severely, as she closed the door,

_ “There, Lucie,” 'Marian remarked, lifting her
head to peer over.the bed reprovingly. “You gee
what, you're doing. -You -may make mother a great

“ deal worse. Why: don't you give up?’ -

' But Lugcie crouched out of sight and kept. silence,
Mot_!(iet. didn’t know about it, and she certainiy
could not worry about a thing she did not know.
She had never resisted Marian go long in all her life,
and, as the time went on, the feeling grew stronger

_and stronger that for once she would hold out. What
Joy to make Marian give up—lust once! . Even in
her wildest imaginin,
than once. ¢ e }

‘ The telephone bell rang, long and lovd- |

“Better answer that, Lucie’ Marian suggested

-genially. “Nora must be down in the laundry, ana

. probably the nurse is.busy with mother” . = .

. Lueie did not budge, and presently they heard the

nurse's voice saying, “Hello!” in a slightly impatient

tone. ' A few minutes later, she pushed open the bed-
m door again. 57 i e 3 7 4

W? girls,” she said, “that was your Uncle
Ben calling’ up, and I'told him exactly 'how  you

- Were .a é A { e S
M dtitatet” ‘Lucie wh ale't‘t.ehti e t;vot‘d' 2o
f out into the room

/safely under the hed ead
'.whe'gy-tm nurse could hear, . .. . . RERTE R

. “Be's coming oyt from town early; he'll be here
by “feur o'clock, and he said to-tell :you ‘that he'd
i _%5;"'2"’@ large box of candy for the one that gives up

4. Dead »ithncw was tﬁe:;ipsw'er»»a,nd‘. utter afth
* ,full two minutes, the murse, in fdiuun; we:'t' b.:{

'to her patient.

L “Don’t you want ‘that eandy; Lucle? a low' voicé
Koo, thank you; ‘you're quite welcome to it*
‘And another hour ” e £l } s

e Lucle, dear,” came Nora’s coaxing voice

Goor, 'our, mother wants you fo bring

: anltlotm the ’lh'oqf.' but

auntil mother %

.”;qhbu dn’t

‘‘stiile on his

_could have had it, ‘and-acted on the squar

gs, she mever dreamed of more.

Marian giggled, and Lucle saw through the trick. boldest.

Of course the nurse was there to get water for
mother. It was just to make Lucie give up.

.After that, Nora came and pleaded a- long time,
in vain. %t was after three o'clock, now. Nora had
hardly gone away when the door opened again—
sharply this time—and the trained nurse came in-
side and closed it behind her,

“Little girls,” she said, with more sternness than
they thought she had any right to use, “I have told
your mother how you are behaving.”

A sudden involuntary stir on each side of the bed
gave notice that this shot had gone home.

“She’s very much worried, and ashamed of you
both. She wants this room in nice order for your
Uncle Ben when he comes at four o’clock. You may
throw her into a high fever, acting so. And she
says to tell you ‘that the one that loyes her best
will give up.” .

Both girls had risen to their knees and were
staring reproachfully at the messenger.

“You shouldn’t have told her,” Marian reproached.
“We never meant to trouble her.”

“No; you know we didn’t, Miss—Nurse!” Lucie
echoed, distressed enough to weep.

“I had to tell her,” was the stiff reply. “You
forced me to.” : i

“Very well,” said Marian, .comingl to her feet
suddenly, d letting go the twisted sheet, with a
grand zir. *“You may 20 back to mother and tell her
that Marian gave up.” N

“No, you may not!” cried Lucie, jumping up, too,
and dropping her hold on the sheet. “I guess I'm
going to give up, myself.  You don’t love her best,
any such thing, and you said, yourself, the younger
one ought to give up.” .

A bell tinkled, and the nurse. slipped away in
answer, leaving the two girls face to face.

“Shame on 'you!” sald Marian. *“To keep up
the quarrel when I'm willing to give up! And trou-

' bling mother, tool”-

“Shame on yourself, Marian Galbraith! You just
take that sheet and fix it the way you wanted it. I
have given up, I tell you. Here!” Lucie flapped the
sheet over, but Marian selzed it, and here was pre-
sented the amusing spectacle of the two girls with
their former positions reversed, each trying. now to
put on the sheet in the way she did not wish it to

e. il
“I've given up, and. it’s going to be on in your
way. You shan’t make out that you love mother
best,” Lucie insisted. ;
“No, I've given up and the nurse has gone.to. tell

. mother so,”. Marian maintained—and, at last, the

~ward, or to gnaw into the spiny shields,
the cone bottom upward in a twinkling and then cuts
through the thin and tender bases of the scales, soon

Their questions about what the baby wears
were legion, and the crown prince, unable to answcr
them, turned around jokingly. to his brother officer.
and asked them if they would mind telling hi,
what sort of a frock the “youngster” wore.

And thus the odd procession went on, the crow.
of children growlng until ‘it must have numbered .
thousand. ~The. police .were itching to drive th.
children back; but the prince had his eye on them.

‘When the cheering children reached a street
where the Emperor was expected, the prince ad-
dressed them.

“Now children,” he said, “you would better re-
turn and wait for the Emperor. He will be coming
along presently, -and you must not miss him.”

German children are obedient and, like one person,
they turned back. .

; Nl

NATURAL HISTORY

If you wished to strip a pine cone you would proh-
ably begin at the top—an@ have lots of trouble. The
squirrel knows better than that. He does not prick
his’ fingers or pinch his whiskers or gnaw. into the
solild cone any more than is necessary. He knows
better than to cut off the top and work his way down-
He whirnis

laying bare the two seeds, which he at once eats. He
strips it so easily and quickly that you cannot tell how
he does it unless you drive him off and inspect his
unfinished work. >

PR

The fabric sparkled like spun glass. White,
it vet emitted rainbow scintillations—red, yellow,
green and blue. It was softer than gossamer to the
touch,

“It is,” said the dressmaker, “the costliest fabric
in the world. Pele’s hair is its name. It comes from
Hawali, and I have imported’ it to make an Eastcr
gown for a millionaire’s wife.

*It's cost' is $200 a yard. There is-enough hers
for one’ gown, The piece is worth $2;000.

“Pele’s hair is a fabric woven by nature herselt
in a factory incredibly romantic. The factory is the
crater of the voleano Mauna Loa. In the center
surges a lake of fire, and the drop# of lava on the
lake’'s edge are spun by the wind into this delicate
stuff, which resembles somewhat the strange, dry,
firm foam that the wind churns up and tosses on

-

both sat down on the floor again, too miserable. f the beach in great storms

words. @ ° G i i

The door-bell sounded. That was Uncle Ben's
voice. He had corhe. He would find his bed unmads,
at four o’clock in the afternoon. Mother would know
abont it, and it would throw her into a fever.

“Oh, ‘Marian, hurry! hurry!” cried Lucie, scram-
bling to her feet in’an agony of remorse.” “T'll have
the sheet the way I wanted it, You can be the one
to give up, but, quick, let's make this bed!”

And by the time Uncle Ben, big and jolly, came
tiptoeing up .the stairs to his room, he found tyo
flushed, breathless. El.vls. standing, one on each side
of a smooth white bed."

”. “Hurrah!” he said, under his breath, as-he én-
tered.

“It was. Marian,” Tucie told him, and then, to
his' dismay, she flung herself across that smooth
bed and began to sob as if her Heart would' break.

“Marian gave up!  That's something pew,” said
Uncle. Ben, handing 2 big box to.Marian, and then,
laying a gentle hand on Lucle’s shoulder, “Look
here, pet, dof’t cry lilke that. Do you, féel so bad

. mdg} had to :gta mother think
; It, was, ‘only way—",
s ea v "-.U‘(fle Ben,” 'said '
don't. rye T
the edge of the bed, too much
dn’ er ‘of us let go the sheet’
word that the one that loved her
wonld- give up, and then I was just Bound I'd
! e. 8o I made Lucie let me give up, but,
“ giving up, just 8o that mother
¢ rried. . Give her the candy.”
“No,” Lucie faltered. S ;
Uncle Ben was looking at Marjan with a pleased

face. . G .

“I te ou, Uncle Ben, I've been a perfect pig
to Luc!g}" yug;rln.n went on. “I pretended the per-
fume bottle with the square stopper was mine, when
I knew all the time it was hers, Please give her
he candy. S
5 "VVeu,ywel!. I think I'll-have to settle this case,”
Uncle Ben answered, crossing over to the mantel,
where he found two china piates. Then, one by
one, with the little tongs that lay on top, he lifted
out the pieces of candy, putting them first on one
plate and then ?n the of.her.1 t?toégx? end there was

hy “‘chocolate cream le 5 &
one'"ll‘ggeplate is for you, Lucie,” he sald, “because,
as Marian says, you did the real giving up—no
‘mistake about that, and I'm proud of you for it
Angd this is for you, Marian”—handing out the other
plate—"because you refused the candy when gﬁg

e

our sister, and 'm proud of you tor'tha‘t. And this
ﬁne"_nommg up the hugﬁ'lett-pvsr- chocalate—"not
to be partial, this one is for me.”* i st g0 .

He popped it into his mouth, just as the nurse
peeped into the open door, with the preity smile
she seemed to wear whenever Uncle Ben came.

“Little  girls,” s!;eedw& 'g‘&u{k e;‘l‘ t?k}lv:youl%
mother how determin you hoth, e e
the minute you got her message, and it made he‘r
very happy. ~She’s feeling  quite easy now. She’s

agleeD. : ; ; )
dm“')X:% suree,'l” chimed in the yoice of Nora, who

. filled the doorway, with a broad white-covered tray

her hands, as soon as the nurse . on,
3"3ure,.m-. Ben, I'm not forgettin' your lkin® for a
pit of somethin’ about afternoon tay-time.”
 “Come right in, Nora,” said Uncle Ben politely.
“What. have you on that tray? Three tall glasses
of milk and a plate of nutcakes! I shall be pleased
‘fo take some of j;hese refreshments if the young
ladies here will join me.” RS P =

“We willl” cried Marian joyfully, drawing up a
chair, ‘while Lucle wiped her eyes and answered,

h a smile; . AT s
wit“w;e surely will, Uncle Ben! We're starving.”-=
St. Nicholas. .- : ; ¢ J
e Qe

“THE CHILDREN'S FAVORITE

Crown Prince William of Gérmany is learning how
to be. popular with children, since his own little boy
came to show him the way. Instead of being rather
still, as he used to be—perhaps he was only shy and
self"Gonscious, but he looked as if he were stiff and
rather haughty—he has become most democratic, so
far_as children. are concerned, and never seems hap-
pler than when they swarm about him, asking all
kinds of qu s about the baby of which he him-

\ self is so d. =

At his place in Silesia recently he produced from
almast every pocket apparently inexhaustible sup- |
plies of ¢hoeolate, which ‘he: divided among the: vil-
lage children. - W jo

On walks abroad ih Potsdam he invariably takes
gmall silver coins to’ distribute ‘among his juvenile -
admirers. The other day the crown prince mounted
his horse early, and 'left the castle for the parade
of the guards ordered by the Emperor ““outside of
Berlin. Beyond the city limits some children were
awaiting his arrival, and at sight of the future Em-
peror’ they hurried toward . him with expressions of

delight, one little girl far in advance of ‘her com-

panions, breathlessly asking for .information about
the .baby. D %l e X :

e crown prince showed his- pmapm; *at-"tha b L

Th
children’s ‘greetings, and peremptorily
several 'policemen who vauem;‘td’, t ﬂ ve the .
youngsters away. Lot S A :
A ‘i‘iLettl : gze “children ,m!one;"‘h;ﬁcﬂed out, angrily,
Sani nd some more useful ty than . 7ling
arour@ men’ .0 % i ot ki

It was an intereSting picture, the prince in his
Foet Sod broascuiate. et Sl o B e
met and plate, and mounted on his m ~
cent black charger, and the crowd of happy m '
running by his side, answering his numerous: ques-
:ﬁlg:r-: ut nohnol:und home and their brothers and

‘The girls ‘were the most inquisitive and the

- A . : 4 ', 7 . '

- -

wearf as lost for

. “This is real, génuine Pele’s hair. There is a fake
kind, much cheaper, that is manufactured in Hawaii
by projecting a steam jet against a thin current of
melted slag. The fake kind is beautiful, but it does
not give off these jewel-like scintillations.”

.. This summer a little fox terrier which we had
with: us at the Thousand Islands did-what I thought
was quite a clever thing, so I am going to.tell you
about it.

He swam very well, and, like many other dogs,
would jump in the water after sticks that we threw
in. He also had an annoying habit of following us

“Somebody gave. up. Who ‘was it?” ‘when we went out in boats, and would arrive very

wet at other islands. One day he did this and wet a
woman’s dress by shaking himself on her, and so had
to be punished, He remembered it for a few days,
but one evening two of us went out rowing, and we
had not gone far when we heard a splash, and on
turning saw him swimming after, us. We ordered
him to.go back, and suddenly, much to our surprise,

' he went

5~ When we came in the woman who had been with
us missed a handsome and valuable lace scarf which
sbie had worn’ whien': we went - out.:. She. ~wag..yery
much worried about her loss, but she gave up the
ol St %
< Just about q“‘h'ggt hour after we came In we heard
a growl «t the 'dbor, and when we opened it there
‘'was Bobs, the dog. He was still'wet, and in his teetn
he carried a rather  dirty and bedraggled object.
‘With a cry of joy the woman took it from him, for
what ‘was it but her missing lace scarf, damp and
dirty,’ but uninjured, Bobs seemed pleased about
what he had done, for he. jumped about, barking
Toudly. He was petted a great deal after that, and I
am afraid he received more cake and other delicacies
than were good for him. Nevertheless, he was a
happy dog that night.. And, qneer to say, he seldom
swam after us after that, for which we were truly
thankful.—New York Tribune; 4
; A
PR Fred Liked It
Ten-year-old Fred was going to a party for the
first time. “Here's half-a-crown, Fred,” said his
father; “if it rains, be sure you take a cab home.”
But. Fred reached ' home drenched through.’ “Why
didn’t you take a cab?” said -his father. *“I did,
father,” said Fred; “and I sat on the box all the way
home, It ‘was glorious.”

IN LIGHTER VEIN

A Cure For the Blues,
The sky is gray and eerie,
SERvrhe e&rth'is’lem' ax:id still,
The trees are I s, dreary,
; bAend the air is nipping chill;
In ‘the ‘garden dead leaves only,
' * Since’ the flowers went away,—~
And I'm lonely, lonely,. lonely
On this dull New Year's Dayl

¥

I .thought I'saw a motion
‘From the corner of my eyel
' Was it but a sudden notion
‘Or dig semething white slip by?
‘What is this upon my coat sleeve?
‘What is this upon my fur,
. Now here, now gone? I wonder
If the fairies are astir, ;

.~ Here’s another ‘on my mitten,
Y . And another on my bag;
Vow my  forehead’s gently smitten
< 'By a touch as light as“tag”;
‘One has melted in my dimple,
" MTwo are tangled in my hair;—
Why, the reason’s very simple,—
They are thronging everywhere.

" They aré dancing, drifting, swinging
They are diving from the sky,
Here a million downward winging,

Here a million romping by.
All a fairyland of fairies - = -
Loosed upon. our’ world below,—
And I was lonely, only : "
Just a little while ago!
A ~By Nancy Byrd Turner.

! gty The Baby ;
“She is a little ‘hindering thingr
' © The mother said: ;
i - g? -not have an hour of peace,

il she's in bed.

- “She clings on to my hand or gown,
And follows me
* About the. house, from room to room,
' ‘Talks constently.
.*She is'a bundle full of nerves,
‘And wistful ways;
She does not sleep full sound at nights,
- Scarce any days,

. *“She does not like to hear the wind,
. The.dark sghe .fears; . - ;
And piteously she wails for me
¢ To wipe her tears. -
*She is a little hindering thing,”
The mother sald;

“But still she:is my wine of life,
My daily bread.” gt

The children—what a load of care
“+ . Their coming brings; ‘
But, O, the grief when God doth stoop
-+ o give them wings, "

# »
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HAPPENINGS IN
WORLD

Notes of Interest
Unionists Glean
Many Sou

Barbers

Blacksmiths

Bollermakers 2nd 4
Bollermaxers” Helpers ...
Bookbinders

Bricklayers ....
Bartenders 1s
Cooks and Waiters ..°
Carpenters ...,..Alterng
Cigarmakers

Electrical Workers
Garment ‘Workers
Laborers

Leather Worker

Laundry Workers ..

Longshoremen

Letter Carriers

Machinists

;’\‘{onilders o

dMusicians §

Painters . lﬂgstg“z;

l’l{lml)ers 3
rinting Pres

§bipwr1gbts

Stonecufters

Street Rallway Employees
Ist Tuesday 2 p.m., 3rd

Stereotypers

Tailors

Typographical

T and L. Council, 1st and

Weiters .
Secretaries of Labor U

fer a favor upon the L,

they will forward any it

interest occurring in thei

Colonist.

L] * -
. There is no such thi
ized labor in Porto Ricd
* * *
_Irc_m and steel prod
livelihood for 5,580 perso|
& * *®

_San Francisco glazier|
ing $4.50 a day for thei
* * *

The miners of West Vi
poorest organized of al
¥ * *

Eight women in the
follow the occupation of
L * *

Unskilled union labord
824 women among theis
in Germany.

* *® E

New unions of barbers
ers have .bheen organiz
Forks, N. D.

* * * *

The entire membership
olis, Minn., Cigarmakers
77, is said to be emplo

*® * *

’I:he Carriage and (
Union has voted to oppg
dates for political office
non-union. hack drivers.

* * *

During 1906, 23 inter
bodies in as many states
sick benefits to members
of 3663,436.

* * *

Granite cutters of thd
have formed a union em}
tically’ every member of
Minneapolis and St. Paul

L ans e

Efforts are being made
N. ¥, to bring about a
of the Shoe Workers' Co
members. of .the Baot and
ers of America.

*

* *
The Pastors’ Union of
sent delegates to the
body of that ¢ity, and thd
ed, so the organization is
fledged labor union.
* * *
The 'Farmers’ Union of
its membership of 80,000,
use all honorable means t¢
flooding of .the South wit
migrants.
* * *
There are only three
shorthand in England.
Bath. He has suggeste
London fellow-workers
of a trade union.
* * *

Census reports show
among  shoemakers of
have been steadily increa
ton, Mass., shoemakers . a;
est paid in the world, it

. *® * *

In St. Louis, Mo., a fe
the tobacco workers had
unions with a membersh
8,000, while now there is H
With a membership of b

L] * *

For nearly 100 years
in Vienna have been req
to care for their domestid
sick, and if they are .ung
for' them on their premis
required to have them ca
hospital.

- * *

Old-age pensions for
now assured in England,
ment being committed to
ment of a law which wi
civilians on the same footi
military, police, fire and ¢

ment men and women.
* * *
The Carpenters’ Union
Wisconsin, has registered
increase in the last seaso
membership of 112 last
union now has 317,112,
have had the eight-hour d
season for the first time.
*® * *
Between 1881 and 1905
36,767 strikes and 1,546
the United States, a tota
disturbances. These strik
181,407 establishments and
outs in the same time affd
establishments, a total of
* * ®

Fifty thousand mill hand
tersburg and 75,000 at Mos,
out on a one-day strike re
mark of sympathy with th
Democratic members of
douma, who were arraignedy
of high treason.

* E3 ®

Branch councils of the A
Society of Engineers of G
are maintained in Scotlangd
South Africa, Canada and
States. Since the formatio
ciety $83,000,000 has been g
efits to its members.

- B3 *

An officlal of the Machi
States that the trouble
Machinists of the Canada S
Co., at Bridgeport, has b
and that the men have
work, . 4

= * *
There are at the prese
’;‘en employed at the qua
Yacmc Slate Co., Jervis
a‘mst of them heing expe
nd cutters from the slate
nootland, and the monthl
OW over $3,000.
Th ® *® &=
Umoe 8rowth of the Web
Dhenm 48 now organized
- omenal. The first iy
Rm"enﬂou Of the trade
i\'ergk]m N.Y., 19 years
that 13 Jocal unions rep
C;onvantton by 15 de




