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| The Imprisoned Heiress
T:ie Speetre of Egremont.

-

CHAPTER XXVIL

The blood spurted up from th?
wound he. made, but he had not time

to repeat it, for the earl sprang up
regarding him |

and confronted hiin,
, with fear and horror,

As the intruder recognized the man?

In an inswant Lord  Egremont was
surroundeﬂ by his tam!ly and guests,
who soon saw how grave were the
wounds he had received.

Lord Ashcroft applied himself to
stanching the flow of blood as best

he had injured, he uttered a hoarse' he could, and the Lady Lorean dis-

cry of dismay, and darted toward tha‘

door.

But the earl was determined that|

he should not escape.

Uttering a shriek that rang shrilly!
through the corridor, he sprang after |
the intended assassin, clutching his

coat.

The man immediately
bay.

“Let me go,” he said, menacingly
in husky tones,
you if you detain me.”

He enforced his words with a stroke
of his dagger that took effect in the
earl’s side, and caused him to relax
his grasp and fall back in a chair,

The assassin again turned to flee.

Bur he was not soon enough, Lord
Ashcroft, returning from his sister’s
room, and hearing Lord Egremont
2hriek, came in time to cut off his re-
treat. 4

The man tried to get past him, but
sur hero, comprehending the situation
#t affairs at.ence, harred his progress
in that direction, and put himself on
the defensive, while the wounded earl
pulled the ' bell-cord with strength
born of frenzy,

The intruder seemed bewildered for
a moment, and then he rushed upon
Lord Ashcroft,
him,

A fearful conflict ensued.

The sound of hurrying feet came
from the corridors; the Lady Lorean's
shrieks rang through the house, and
at these signs of general confusion

endeavoring to stad

and coming rescue the masked intrud-

er uttered a yell of despailr.

The next moment the family and
servants came pouring into the room.

Lady Egremont and Alexina were
among the foremost, and both nearly
fainted at the sight of the desSperate
assassin. 2

Seeing the danger, as the men-ser-

vants began to form a cordon around '

him, and as Lord Ashcroft retreated
before him, the would be murderer
uttered ﬂnot.her yell, so full of horror
that it almost curdled the blood of the
listeners, and then he dashed toward
the window.

Before his purpose had been fairly

divined he had plunged through tha,

heavy glass, and precipitated himself
upon the lawn below. .

“After him!” said the earl, whose
wounds had not been remarked, “Bring
him up here, and unmask him in my
presence.”

Half a dozen servants rushed out
t{o obey the comman;l

“Come here,” Evelyn,” then said the
earl. “The fellow has mnearly kmed
me. If I had only s doctor!”

patched two messengers for the near-
| est physician, whose home was threec
or four miles distant,

These offices were scarcely conclud-
ed when the men came up stairs and
into the room with a ghastly burden
in their arms,

“Bring him where I can see him,”

turned at| said the earl,

They brought in the body and laid

| it at Lord Egremont’s feet,
“I tell you I'll kill'

“Is he dead?” he asked.

“Dead as a stone,” declared the but-
ler, putting his hand on “the
man’s breast. “He won’t never do no

dead |

pain as th!! mt Ot ﬂu “long,
dreary path she must tread henceforth
without a touch from the loving hands
or a word from the tender voice she
knew so well, v w

“There, madam,” and ﬂlo doctor
placed the small, gray-clad form in
the cab. “This poor little mite can-
not thank you herself; but, if you
will allow me, in humanity’s name to
offer you gratitude—"

The lady stopped him,

“I have done no more than my duty.
I thank you, sir, for your courtesy.
‘Will you kindly let me know as early
as possible the results of your tele-
gram? I will go to the ‘Plow’; my
name is Graham.”

“An mine Scott, I will certainly
let you know the instant I receive any
intelligence. Something must be done
with thig child; but that is for to-
morrow’s consideration. She is safe
in your hands for to-night.”

Dr. Scott raiséd his hat, and the cab
started along the country lane toward
Chesterham. Mrs. Graham drew Mar.
die on to her knee, and tried to chat to
the child; but her whole nervous sys-
tem was so shattered by the events of
the past hour that the effort was vain,

Chesterham was a large manufact-
uring town. The news of the colli-
sion had spread rapidly, and, although
the November dusk was closing in,
crowds were thronging to the scene
of the disaster,
back in a cormer to escape the eager

eyes, for she knew the story of lhe!

young mother’s death would be known
by now, and her natural refinement

more harm, my lord. How he got out! gnq delicacy shrunk from vulgar cur-

o’ that strong room is a mystery to
me. The evil one must a helped him.”

“Oh, dear; I'm afraid!” said the
heiress. “Where is Lyle?”

“He sleeps soundly,” said the earl,
“and we won't wait for him® Joseph
take off that mask and let l'x;e see
Kepp’'s face.”

The butler bent over the corpse and
,the family « gathered around Lady
Egremont turning on the light.

Suddenly the butler uttered a cry
of terror.

| “He—he’s got a wig on!” he said.

“Pull it off then,” -said Lord Egre-
mont, impatiently,

The butler pulled at the wig and it
came off, bringing . the mask with
it.

The 1light streamed full upon the
ghastly face of the dead man, and at
gight of it cries and shrieks burst
‘from every lip.

(To be continued.)

The Heir to
Beecham Park

CHAPTER L
“Din-din,” said the child, nodding
her head with its wealth of red-gold
curls. “Mardie *ungry. Mam.mle 2
din-¢in, -too?"
The lady shivered.
“Yes, mammie will go to a pretty

‘plsce too,” she answered hurriedly.

When they reached the cab, the doec-
tor came up to them,
“If you will allow me to suggest,

| “The Plow,’ is the best hotel. I would

come with you, but I must drive
straight to. the infirmary. Give me
tha child for a moment while you get

{in, She has lost her hat, poor little

thing; but the town is not far off,

;udthebeotplaeeforherwﬂlbem

bed.” i
Mardie went willingly to the doc-,
Wsm mmumw

- putting up one little hand.

josity and hysterical excitement. The
cab soon rattled into Chesterham, and,
after a short journey through the

lamp-lighted streets, stopped betore:
Mardie was |

the door of “The Plow.”
handed out to a pretty-faced chamber-
maid, whose bright cap ribbon im-
mediately claimed the child’s at&en—
tion, and Mrs. Graham followed slow-
ly and wearily up the stairs, feeling
her strength go at every step. The
babyish voice and shrill peals of
laughter achoed in her ears as the
fail of future grief; her eyes  were
fixed on the small form, but her
thoughts were with the dead young
mother,

She dismissed the maid when she

coat, which bore traces of dainty de-
sign beneath the dust and dirt. For
the first time the child seemed to fe<l
her loss,

HARVEY MILLIGAN,
R. R. No. 2, letowumﬂl Ontario.

of Lydil Pinkhun s

Compound over 100,000 repli

received and 98 out of every 100 said

they had been hel by itsuse® This
icine is for all druggists.

A Wise Discretion

It is said of Mr. Justice Avory that
before he became a judge he defend-
ed more murderers than any “other
man living.

Naturally he knew a lot about
crimindls and their doings, and once
when he was prosecuting a man on

Mrs, Graham leaned

a charge of burglary the prisoner,
incensed at something counsel had

' said ‘regarding him, interjected ang-

l

rily:

“Here, hold hard, guv'nor! You'll

| be accusing me of murder next.”

ltrented by Dr. R. H. Shippey.

Mr. Avory—as he then was—turn-
ed over a few papers which
front of him, and then, in his cold
matter-of-fact manner, said:

“To which murder do you refer? I
have here particulars of three in
which you are alleged to have been
concerned.”

For the rest of the hearing the
prisoner remained silent.
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Swallowed a Screw

In an operation declared to be most

; | unusual, a wood screw one and a hall
reached her room, and, drawing Mar-]

die to her, began to loosen the gray |

inches long was removed from one of
the bronchial tubes of James McGinn,
18 months of age, Long Island.

The child had been suffering for
| days with what appeared to be
| broncha-pneumonia and was being
Dr.

“Mammie undress Mardie,” she said, Shippey yesterday decided there must

seep now, but wake soon.”

“Mammie would like Bardie to take
off her coat like a good girl,” Mrs.
Graham replied, feeling mstinctively
that the younthful mind grasped al- '
ready the meaning of love and duty.

The child dropped her hand and
nodded her head, then submitted to
have the coat removed. She was
neatly dressed in a dark-red cashmere
frock, made loose like a blouse; she
‘wore a tiny thread of gold round her
neck, with a little heart-shaped pen-
dant suspended. Mrs. Graham took
/it in her hand, eagerly hoping te find
gome clew; but, on turning 8, her
eyes rested on a miniature of the
mother’s lovely face.

“Mardie’s mammie,” exclaimed the
clgld, taking it and kissing it—“dear
mammie!”
changeableness, she rushed with a lit-
tle shriek to the door; where a kitten
had just appeared, and with great de-
light picked up the downy littie creat-
ure and caressed it. e

The advent of dinner soon attracted

‘Mr atention, and she prattled away

merrily in her baby language while
mlhlncm ‘carried in. Mrs
mmwwmum

! ;

— then, with™ infantile |

“Mammie be some irritating substance present

and had an X-ray taken. =

The screw disclosed, the operation
was performed at Seaside Hospital by
Dr. Albert Schurten and is apparent-
ly successful, ;

Just Prhs and Inbales
Vicks for All Colds

Mr. E. OYord. No. 1 Plvmounth
Road. E., Obtains Excellent
Results by Applving Vicks
.Vapo-Rub . over Throat and
Chest

Mr. Oiford writes: “I had a very bad
cold and had several treatments from
a doctor. I used a sample of Vicks
Vapo-Rub, according to directions, and
found it doing me some good. I se-
cured a large pot-from my druggist
and in a week I was quite well again.
I recommend Vicks to everyone.”

rér a great many years the medical
profession realized the naed for a
more “direct” way to treat ' inflam-
mation ot the -air passages commonly
known as “colds.” Medicines taken in-
ternally have to be first absorbed by
the It.omwh AM ‘theri pass into the

lay in |
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_BARGAINS ALL ROUND TH

Men s Seal Skin Boots 'I'an, $4.00 Blaok

DRESS DEPT. BARGAINS

See the values we are offering:
Melton Cloths, asstd. colors.

44, 57, 59, 63, 73, 83c.
Dress Tweeds

57,83c.,1.38
Fancy Striped and Plaid Skirt
Tweed

63, 69, 78, 95c., 1.07

27, 30, 34,

Special Sale Prices

19, 22, 33c.
White Flannelett¢

39, 44, 48c.

MEN’S WINTER

Mixed Cloths.
$2.25. :

Light and Dark Plain and
Values up to

Special Sale Price $1.39

CAPS

WOOL BLANKETS

All Pure Wool English Blankets
Regular $10.50, 11.50, 13.50

Sale Price 9.35, 10.48, 11.95

O per pair.
BLANKETS

& Soft fleecy finish,
F Pink Border.

-$2.20 rr.
-$2.45 pr.
-$3.15 pr.
-:$3.90 rr.

30.00
NOW—

23.98

Men’s Mackinaw

CLOSE OUT PRICES
ON MEN’S. OVERCOATS

New Stylish Models.
Regular $12.75, 14.75, 17.50, 25.00

$10.50, 11.98, 13.98, 19.98,

$10.35 and 1148

WADDED QUILT - BAR-
GAINS

Chintz and Sateen coverings,
attractive colours.

Bargain Prices

$2.68, 2.98, 3.
3.95, 6.

Bavy Grey Blanket

ON BLANKETS
--$2.45
-$2.90

-$1.90 pr-

15, 4.10, 4.90,
98, 8.65

Coatt

MEN’S WOOL LINED KID

GLOVES
One Dome Clasy

$1.88 pair.

WCamel and Heather.
r $2.50, 2.75, 3.50

85198, 2.35, 2.98

SWEATER
OATS

BOYS! PULL-OVERS
Collslgcl)" 3

24 to

uttoned.

med Green, Polo

--§1.29-

Bargains in Showroorn
Ladies’ and Children’s Underwear, Ladies’ Coats, Ladies’ and Mi

es and Millinery, Wool Caps and Scarves.

Sweaters, Dress-
% )

ALL AT BIG REDUC
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jan9,10,12
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ost Office Made
to Run Itself

Three Important Services Given With-
out Anyone on Duty.

A miniature automatic post office,’
which will supply three important ser-!
vices without anyone having to be on
duty, has been bulilt for the G.P.0.,.and
is to be seen in the courtyard at St
Martin’s-le-Grand.

Little bigger than a telephone box,
it contains '‘a letter box, a telephone
and automatic stamp machines. The
letter box is built into the back of the

kiosk-like construction, and above it |

are the stamp machines. At night it
will be 1it on'the top by a lantern dis-

.| playing ‘the words ' “Post Office,”

“Stamps,” and “Telephone.”
It is to be sent to Bath, where it

| will act day and night as substitute for

a sub-office which is w be olotod for
reconstruction.
“The idea is mot Nkely to be gener-

o | ally adopted,” a G.P.0. official told &
"“‘l_xﬂym:romae"nmuﬁw”

mmixmmw
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Canada’s Net
. Debt Increased

Owing to the heavy interest pay-
ments on the public debt, the total
net debt of Canada increased by
$35,405,272 - during ° the
Novembgr. In the same ‘month last
year the increase in 'the -net  debt
amounted to $27,816,630. - Decreases
in revenue from oustoms and excise
‘were responsible for the increase in
‘the ‘amount which was added to the
debt in the month just past, as com-
pared with the November, 1923, fig-
ures. The net debt of Canada u;now

CUTICURA|

‘month of :

o

’s2.411,754,347. On November 80, !
it stood at $2,414,641,424,
The statement covering the el

month period which has just c‘
shows a falilng off in ordinary ¥

enue of more than $39,000,000,
comparison is made with the

for the eight months of the last
year.

present year was $240,320,000.

year these collettions amounted

The decrease in
toms revenue during the
monthg .of this year, as- comp
with the eight-month period ot
24 was approximately $10,00
and exoise taxes showed a deer
of nearly $30,000,000. Total
revenue received up to Novembg
cof the present year was $72,
;and total excise tax collectio
~$56,588,348. : e

During the month of No
‘alone, customs yielded $8,218
,compared with $9,684,482 in
,bor, 1923, and excise tax.
‘amounted to $7,607,436, a8
$11820747.

$279,743,989,

e

Total ordinary revenue colli
ed up to the end of November of

iged under the Ports
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h Provincial & Forefgn Secty]
and Trade Headings in Five
Languages

bles traders to communicate df
with
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