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NOTE—The paragraph in. Mr

Morine's letter yesterday referring to

duties on ore fixed by the Contract
should have been expressed as fol-
lows: g

(a) Upon ore shipped to any part
of Canada, up to 1,000,000 tons per
year, the duty shall be 25c. per ton;

(b) Upon all ore shipped to Nova
Scotia the duty shall be 25c. per ton;

(¢) Upon ore shipped to any part
of. Canada above one million tons,
and upon all ore shipped elsewhere
than to Canada, no .duty shall be
payable, except ‘on‘ certain defaults
by the Companies.

Editor Evening Telegram.

Dear Sir,—The more I study the
contract between the :Government
and the Bell Island Companies, the
more . amazed ‘I become. It gives
much and gets mnothing, in reality.
Its draftsmanship is execrable. . Upon
its face it bears marks of having been
framed by the companies themselves,
with the object of disguising lu true
meaning.

“WITHOUT RESTRICTION.”

By Section 1'the Government agrees
that for twenty years the export tax
on Ore to Nova Scotla shall be 25c.
per ton, and that “the exportation of
said Ore shall be made without re-
striction during the said period.” This
latter part may have a sinister mean-
ing. Suppose a restriction becomes
necessary for war purposes, to pre-
vent Germany, for instance, getting
Ore; if the Legislature were to impose
such a restriction,- would not the
companies have an action for dam-
ages against the Colony. It seems so
to me. Or suppose the Colony became
part of the Dominion of Canada, and
an export duty to Nova Scotia there-
by became unlawful, would not the
Colony be restrained by the Contract
from imposing the tax of 26c. per ton
as a “royalty.” Or yet again, suppose
the Companies failed to- supply the
Colony 'with coal for its needs, would
not this Contract disable the Colony ;
from bringing the companies to

terms, as Sir Jokn Cresbic once did, gply of coal.

{

I think, by threatening to -stop ex-;

portation of ore.

BEWARE OF 6ERMANY.
By Section 2, the Government un-
dertakes that the export of Iron Ore

i

er Ore.more cheaply than Canada,
our'hut neighbour; * for although
there is<a provision that under cer-
tain conditions-exports to--parts - of
Canada other than Nova' Scotia Shall
be free, it is even then only after a
duty of 25c. has been paid ‘on one
million tons, so that the 25c. per ton | 00
ox’ondutyonmtmountﬂqtobo
p.ldlnnyevent.

RESERVE “WHITE COAL®

‘Before the Great: Wu_', ore was sent
from Bell Island to Germany. That
‘War has deprived Germany of Alsace-
Lorraine, and probably of Upper. Si-
lesia also, where - she formerly "got

moet of hér fron ore. As a result,

Germany may very largely be depend-
ent on supplies from Bell Island. Has
the blood of the Colony’s sons . been
spent for this end? Are we anxious
to promote such a treason as to give
the ore free even of duty?. By . the
provision not to impose “restric-
tions” on the export, the Colony may
become liable to lange damages if she
ever puts in torce the Act to enable
the . Government to, prohibit exports
passed for this very purpose at the
request of the British Government.
In Section 6, the Dominion Com-

/pany is = given “the- water ' power

rights” of the Colinet River, and it
is provided that the . Company shall

-‘have a period of three years to com-

mence the development, and a. fur-
ther two years to complete the same,
and thereafter shall pay a tax on the
bhorse power developed, subject to
forfeiture for the non-pertorn?nnce of
the conditions. But what' does - the
undertaking to “commence” amount
to, and what is the “development”
which is to take place? What is a
commencement? How much develop-
ment? No care has been taken -to
ascertain the maximum .capacity of
the River, and there is no provision
that the maximum "shall be develop-
ed. I have already pointed out the
exceeding great value of this River
as a producer of light, heat and
power, and in this way.as .2 com-
petitor of the Companies in the sup-
To give such a possible
producer of light, heat and power to
a Coal Company is to give .such' a
Company a monopoly of one of the
necessities of life in the Colony.

j Competition should be promoted, not

Monopoly. No river power capable of

to all the world, except Canada, shall ;
‘producing Electricity in large ‘quan-
be free from duty; that is to say, that : “tity should be given to anybody, least

Germany, the great competitor with |

{

of all to a Coal Company. The power

1926, expend
“in l-pmu and uwmon of
plant and equipment, and the develop-
ment of mines at Bell Island.” It is
stipulated 'that if the Dominion Com-
my-dmlop the Colinet water. pow-
ers, and build a coal depot at St
John'’s, the sum spent on those two
works shall be inciuded in the . $3,-
000,000.. What -lack = of accurate
draftsm ip is here exhibited! The
“developmeént: of mines” is constant-
ly taking place by mining, and "ex-
tension of plant” i8 necessary as the
mining goes on, The provision as to
the three millions, therefore, amounts
to nothing more than this—that  the
Companies shall expend on labour and
materials at Bell Island not less than
$3,000,000 in five years and not even
that amount 'if the Colinet water
powers are developed, and a coal de-
pot ‘constructed at’St. John’s. What
does the provision for a coal depot
here amount to? How large a de-
pot ‘What is it to cost? What kind
of coal is it to supply? What quan-
tity of coal is to be provided in the
depot? To allow the Companies to
build a coal depot at St John's
would be to place the monopoly of the
coal ‘business In the hands of those
Companies. They will supply under
the cost to other dealers,  Their ore
boats will cut under other shipping
in freights. By modern 'machinery
in the depot they will destroy almost
the need of labour. By the use of
‘motor lorries they will make ordin-
ary cartage unnecessary. The pro-
vision for a coal depot here by the

Companies is a handing over to those |
Companies of a very valuable privi-}

lege which, if exercised, will destroy . a
very large percentage of the . carry-
ing trade and of the labour given in
St. John’s, and all this may be. dono
with a very inferior quality of coal,
because the*Companies can send what
kind of coal they like to the depot,
and they can prevent competition by

anybody here by their control of ‘the’

coal supply.

NO PENALTY IMPOSED.

Section 2 (a) provides for an ex-
penditure -of $3,000,000 in five years,
of which not less than $500,000 shall
be in each-of the ‘five years, but
while the penalty is imposed that if
the whole amount is not expended ih
the five years, a duty of ten cents per
ton shall be payable on ore exported
elsewhere: than  to Nova  Scotia,
no penalty is imposed for not making
the annual expenditure provided for.
That is to say, for four years the

British speaking people shall obtain .14 be developed in the public in-: Companies while making no part of

This Ten-Day test'
costs you nothing.
It will bring you
results that will

please. Send F;:e
coupon for it..

tia; and ;
 Bection 2, snb-aecuon (c) provueu
" I the Companies shall ot “have

January, 1928, the Companies shall
be liable to pay the said duty; and

Despite failure to give ‘notice, or to

(to .pay dufy thereafter.

The net results of these three pro-
visions is, that (1) during the next
seven years failure to erect a smelt-
ing plant shall not of itself impose
any penalty upon the Companies; and
(2) that the ‘implied provision to
erect such a plant, never -enforceable
upon the Companieg, is used as an
‘inducement to secure the right to pay
15c. per ton less’ on .ore exported
elsewhere than when to. Nova Scotia,
The Colony gets a pramise, a shadow;

tion, a reality.
LEFT TO GUESS WORK.
. In Section 2, (d), it is provided:
At any time after 1st January,

of intention to ere¢t a smelting plant,
and be thereafter free  of duty
to;' two ' years upon  ore- ex-
ported ‘elsewhere than to Nova
Scotia, provided that if “‘within two
years after the date of the notice the
plant has not been erected, a duty
of 10c. per ton on such exports sHall
be collectable. {It is not said, but
conclusively implied, that if the
plant be erected, no- duty on -ore
thereafter - shall be collectable.
It is omne of the stupidities
jof the  contract that this, 'if
i meant, fs left to obvious implication,
instead of being affirmatively speci-
fled, and it is a still greater stupidity
that this may be. the implied result
even' though the expenditure of $3,-
000,000 provided for by Section 2 (a)
has not been made, & result' which
one would guess was not intended.

. .~ SMUGGLED VIA ST. PIERRE.

. And"finally, Mr. Editor, T wish to
dnw attention particularly to this
fact—that all the ore destined for
Nova Scotia may be exported to St.
Pjerre, and from that place taken on
to Nova Bcotia, without liability to

intended for Nova Scotia, because St.
Pierre, which lies on the very track
of the ore from Bell Island and Syd- |
ney, is not a part of the Dominion of
Canada. There is nothing in the con-
tract to prevent an arrangement by
the Companies with St. Pierre for the
cal_ung of passing steamers, and their
departure to Sydney. 'In certain
events thé Companies might become
\linble years afterwards to pay 10c.
per ton upon ore exported to 8t
Pierre, but the happening of these
events is sq extreme that the Com-
panies might never become liable to
pay anything  whatever.

; GENERAL REMARKS,
In-all my life I have
read & document ]
ingly full of blunders and un-
certainty. | Regarded merely as a
pieceé 'of draftsmanship, it is - dis-
creditable to all concerned.in it for
the” Colony. Regarded in its greater
upecu it is one of the most danger-
"ous promit‘lons that has ever been
placed - before the Legislature.

never
amaz-

has just decided that.a contract made
by the Government with the Nova
Scotia Steel and Coal Company, in
1910, relaﬂng#to Bell - Island Ore,
does not mean what the Company
says it mesns. The  Chief Justice
agreed with the Company’s conten-
tion. This illustrates with what care
such contracts as the one now before
the Assembly should be made. I
understand that the Premler and the
Attorney General were not’ in the
Colony when this contract was made.
Their responsibility for it, therefore,
is in the present, and as lawyers. they
will see the“force of my-objections.
Aside ‘trom the _principles 1involved,
‘the contract is unspeakably bad. If
principles are _ultimately - assented

‘| to, surely they can be plainly, simply |

Qnteto ‘that the pemding = contrac
1 Wamﬁu&lym‘g;

and accurately oxnreud. I urge,

erected the smelting plant by the 1st]

Section 2, Sub-cocﬁon (d), provides: ||

erpu‘. as aforesaid, the Companies may |
at ‘any ‘time within twenty ~ years |
‘erect the plant, and escape lll.l?llity :

the Companies get remission of ‘taxa-

1926, the Companies may give notiee |

the payment of tax provided for oref

~The Supreme Court, by a majority, |
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after to pay 10c.-per ton on ore ex-|
ported elsewhere than to Nova Sco-|

By Hall Cain,

m the great btg Umversal Senalétory

Th Spur and Saddle Series.”
Also, “THE WOMAN THOU GAVEST ME,”

The best woman story ever written.

She was forced to marry the man she

hated and she, rebelled Cast mclues Katherine MacDonald and Milton Sills.

COMING'-fE_gdie Polo in “THE VANISHING DAGGER’-~18 Episodes.

\

You get the big-
"gest value for
the least money
- when you buy

ANCHOR
Tobacco

Every plpeful is

a pipe load of
satisfaction.

et e vl

to the Tb.

“ Anchor your pipe toa gondsmuke.”

Smperial Fobacco Co.

e A NewSfommellarnd) L7
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Fresh English Goods
Just Received.

ELLIS & GO.

‘ LIMITED,
203 WATER STREET.

Fresh New York Turkeys.
Fresh New York Chicken.
Fresh New York Ducks.

Fresh Tomatoes.
Fresh Celery.
Sweet Potatoes.
New Cabbage.
Green Peppers.
New Cucumbers.

Beetroot.

Parsnips.

VI-COCOA

Acknowledged throughout the
World as a most valuable. and
nutritious Drink and Food Vi-
Cocoa is, on aceount of‘its pro-
tective.and stlmulatmgﬁquahtles,
particularly valuablé: ﬂhgélq orth-
ern Climate.

Made by

Freeman’s Foods, Ltd.

London, England.

Carrots.

New Turnips.
New Artichokes.

AN ASAAAAAAAA .MWMWWWMW

Navel Oranges.
Bananas.

‘Dessert Apples'.
California Lemons.
" Grape Fruit. -

 Huntley & Palmer’s
Limited :

DON’T WORRY ABOUT YOUR

L5 RI I?RTING

Neat and Clean Printing.
Very Prompt Delivery.

“TIMES” PRINTING OFFICE

P. O. Box 754.

Duckworth Street East.

: To Whom 1t May Qﬁncern-

eh tale]

Fashion
Plates

A PRACTICTL APRON DRESy

Pitfern 3137 ,was used to devel

1 this convenient garment. It is cut!

4 Sizes: Small, 32-34; Medium, 36-%
Large, 40-42; Extra Large, 44-46
ches bust measure. For.a Medium si
47% vyards of 36 inch material will ¥
required. As here pictured, blue cham
brey was employed with striped bl
and white gingham for the tri
Linen, khaki, alpaca, voile, repp a
poplin, also percale and lawn are sut
able for this style.

| A-pattern of this illustration mail
to any address on receipt of 1ici

‘ silver or stamps.
"

A NEW PLAY SUIT FOR A SMAl

3

Pattern 3532 was used for
model. It is cut in 4 Sizes: 2, 4 Mxn“i
8 years. A 4 year size will require 24
yards of 36 inch material.

Crash, drill, gingham, pongee, PO¥
lin, répp, chambrey, lawn, percslt
flannelette, serge and crepe may ¥

§. used for this design. If desired (¢

! smock may be closed on the shoult]
ers.

@A pattern of this illustration mailed
to any address on receipt of 15c. ¥
gilver or stamps.
3
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