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| not tell me of her startlingly uncom- |
fortable visits™ he asks, speaking to |

Addie rather than to me.” ¢
“1 did ot know of them until now.

11 mever saw her myself; and neither

appflnesg .
Secured

A Heavy Cost!

‘| Addie inqtina. ber brows contracting
{28 it with some secret pain, and her
‘delicate, sensitive, little face paling

CHAPTER XVIL

A MADWOMAN'S REFRAIN.

“It is about your sister. Pray ex-
cuse the apparent impertinence of the
inguiry,” he returns, “but I hive grave
reasons for wishing to know whether
she is engaged to Mr. Warden? Be-
lieve, in asking this question, I am not!
actuated by mere. idle curiosi

“Then I am puzzled to understand
what can actuate you,” I reply, with a
touch of hauteur that surprises my-
self. “I am not in the habit of dis-
cussing my sister’s affairs with any
one, least of all with & comparstive
stranger.”

*I cannot blame you for resenting
what must have struck you As a
stfange inquiry,” my companion re-
plies, with a grave how, and an inde-

bable ‘something in the kindly, pa-
tient face that disarms my resentment
in'a moment. “Believe me, I had wise
reasons .for asking it; and allow me
to ﬁez your pardon.”

“It is granted freely!” I return, im-
pressed, in spite of myself, by the
earnestness of his manner, and sorry
trgin my heart that I have spoken so
sharply. “By the way, Mr. Smiles,
youiseem to be greatly interested in
Wr, - Warden. Have you remembered
ot -under what remarkable circum-
“ances {f wid that you first met him?”

Without a word, he turns and looks
t.houghttully into my face, as if donb'.-

%“¥es,” he says, at last, & ltnnn
impressive earnestness in his manner,
Aave remembered!”
ell and where ,was {it—or do
mean to keep that important
evént a gecret?” I ask.
#¥es—no—it will depend upon cir-

‘cun'mtances. Believe me, my dear

Miss Kendrick, I shiall strive to do my
duty as soon as I see it clearly,” is the
enigmatical reply.

CHAPTER XVIIL
THE TANGLED WEB OF TROUBLE.

“THE one thing in this business that
pnizles me is the secrecy that has
been maintained about it.”

1t is Len who speaks, and there is
a tone of suspicion in his voice very
unpsual with frank, easy-going Len,
wl;o is generally only too ready to
take people exactly at their own valua-
tion.

“If that poor soul’s friends—ani,
by the way, who aré her triends?—

“Peter Pan

A charming name for a charming box of chocolates. The rich,
smooth chocolate coating conceals a_ variety of delightful fillings
—every. chocolatc worthy of the name McCormlck’

cottage, yonder, instead of sending

‘her to an asylum, well and good; but,

"W‘ho hu mule a mysury of it

and changing as I have never seen it
pale and change before.

“Warden and Mrs. Martin, to be
sure,” Len goes on, unconscious, per-
haps, of the pain he is giving, “That
woman has been in and out this house
almost duly. yet has she ever dropped
& word that could lead ‘any one to
guppose that the mysterions inmate of
Ivy Cottage, about whom we have all
Dbeen so intensely curious, was a poor,
crazy creature over whom she was

Len nor Lesley ever mentioned the
subject to me until to-day,” she re-
plied, a little coldly and comstrained-
ly, I.thought. “Who is this Mrs. Len-
nox, Ernest? ‘- Poor thing! how shock-

'ing to be bereft of reason! Has she

Seon"oo'lhti‘l But what did she
mean by-—-by talking apd clinging to
you like that?

“Mean!” he repeated, with a short,
uneasy laugh; “good beavens, Addie!
you do not expect me to explain a
madwoman's vagaries, surely? Luna-
ties seldom know what they mean

themselves; nor are they very clear,|
as a rule, either as to their own iden-}!

tity or other people’s. There is no

knowing for whom she took me.”
“Yet she seemed to know you—she

called you ‘Ernest’,” :he persisted.

“Yes; for five minutes, The nexti|

time she sees me I may be his satanic
majesty or the Prince of Wales.in her
eyes. The only way to treat a luna-

keeping guard?  If that isn't seerecy, | tic's flights of fancy is to ignore them

pray, what is it?™

“If there has been any secrecy, Ern-
est—Mr. Warden, I mean—must have
had his motives for maintaining it,*
Addie replies, loyally anxious to de-
fend her lover from even a suspicion
of wrongdoing.

“Undoubtedly; but the question is:
what are those-motives? Mystery does
not always presuppose wrong, but, at
the same time, I'm not fond of it,”
Len returns, with very unusual grav-
ity; “but come, girls, it ia.getting late.
We are losing onur beauty sleep. It is
timé we went to bed, I think; and you
may bless your lucky stars as you go

upstairs to-night that there is no long- l&nd reflect over all that has happes -

er any dsngep of meeting the ghost!
That mystery has béb 1. rather, sum-
marily knocked on the «head, at Ball
events,” he adds.

I go up to my room thiscevening. with
a good deal more confidence than I
have ever felt since we. first came to
Deepdene. The dread of that mysteri-
ous apparition, which has haunted me
since the evening of our first arrival,
is dispelled at last.

I know now that the weird figure
which puzzled me so much is mere
commonplace flesh and blood like my-
self, and quite as incapable of creep-
ing through keyholes and solid mason-
ry; and, under any circumstances, I
have nothing more to-fear from its
visitations.

“I little thought, until Len told me
about her startling Lesley and Doctor
Fuller in the garden tkat night, that
poor Maud Lennox had become a
source of alarm to my friends at Deep-
dene,” Mr. Warden remarked, as he
walked home from TForton rectory
with-Addie and ‘me a little earlier in
the evening. “I am sorry it should
have happened,” he added, rather hes-
itatingly, as if in doubt as to the light
in which-'we might be disposed to re-
choose to shut her up in that little [ gard the affair; "but it is one of poor

altogether. But suppose we change
the subject. I did not wish to alarm
you by the knowledge that you had'a
madwoman for a neighbor; but, now
that you know it, there is mnothing
more to be said; and I'll take care
that she does not annoy you again.”

The explanation is simple - enough,

‘surely; and yeét, like Lem, I am still}

disposed to regard the affair with a
good deal of secret suspicion.

Alas! what a tangled web of trou-
ble and mystery ‘I seem to have got
into since we came <o ' Deepdene, I
think, as standing before the glaes
in my own room, I brush out my hniz

odtou ginge »we left London;

<

Addie stands pledged—and of my own
very dubious prospects, with a sudden

sinking of my heaft as I wonder whefi.

and how it is all to end!
But that is a question time alone
can solve, I conclude, with a sigh.
And then, having set up my mm

night light on the dressing tables.

somehow I have such a dread of the
darkness of late—I prepare to.retire
to the bed that looks so big and sal-
emn with its old-fashioned tester top,
and heavy curtasins of dull red,
shrouded just now, llke everything
else in the dusk-laden room, in dull
gloom.

It is not a cheerful apartment by
any means, even with the broad light
of day streaming down through the

queer, little diamond-shaped panes of’

the drafty old window, that is =s0
deeply sunk into the thick masonry of
the wall that the efll is like a table—
a quaint, stone-set window that looks
like the window of a church, and that
really belonged to the-little’chapel of
the monks in the old days when Deep-
dene was.a monastery.

Nor do I like it any the ‘better for

-
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the fact that it is separated from that
part of the house in which Len and
Addie's rooms are sﬁtuated, by a long
passage that cuts me off from every-
body, and impresses me with such a
terrible sonse of loneliness, at times,
that nothiug save my dread at being
laughed at as a believer in ghosts has
ever induced me to occupy it at all.

In London Addie and I were always
compeélled, by the limited ‘accommoda~
tion of lodgings, to share the same
room; but since we came to Deep-
dene we have had what*I am secretly

9 lllspoud to regard as ﬂfo very doubt-

with Miss Clithé : % ful advantage of a sepamte chamber;
0, hnd no one but myself ;g,lfll ever know.

hov often of a night I have crept into
bed with a little creepy shudder, to
lie ‘there preter-naturally widé awake,
listening to the bats and mice holding
demoniac revels behind the wainscot-
ing, with the horrible feeling that

‘] something was lurking among the

shadows of the old-fashioned curtains
and furniture, ready to walk out upon
me like a pale ghost in the still wateh-
es of the night.

- For many reasons I have striven to
be very brave, but somehow the old
house, with its queer noises, its ro-
mantic history, and ‘shui-up rooms—in
one of which the body of Mre. Errell,
with her half-written confession in
her hand, was found one dreary win-
ter’s day many years ago—have not
been altogether without its effect up-
on my mind; and, tirad though I am,
1 lie awake for a long time thinking
of the afternoon in Firley Wood; of
my new-found friend, Mr. Denton; of
Mr. Smiles’ strange manner; of the
crazy lady at Ivy Cottage; and last,
but not least, of Doctor Fuller 'and
his singular display of emotion at the
sight of that weird figure in the gar-
den thaj night.

But at last, in spite of the confus-
fon of my thoughts, apd the squeaking
and scratching of the mice in-the wall,
I drop off into a quiet, dreamless

. sleep, from which I am brought back,
“jas with a sudden jerk, to perfect con-

sciou

Something—a touch or sound, ,por-
haps, I cannot tell what—has aroysed
me, and, wide awake as ever 1 was in
my lité, T open my eyes, surprised, but
without a shadow of fear, to behold a

| motionless figure standing in ‘the dim

| ught by the side of my bed. .

- “Addfe!” I exclaim, never for m
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IﬁifLCO-LIGHT eons)sts of an engme, zenorator
mtch-board and set of batteries. Electricity is stored
p.in, the battery by means of the generating unit.
xltes jead from the light and power connections to
this storage battery, from which electric current is
o uad as desired for light or power.

+ <+ ¥You will find DELCO-LIGHT to be a model of sim-
phclty, the engine is started by merely pressing it-on

the starting switch located on the switch-board, ‘and

“the engine stgrts running on its own power in's few
seconds, and ‘when battery is completely charged, en~

* gine stops automatically.
 .DELCO-LIGHT is air cooled. As a result there is

_no water to carry, no danger of freezing, and fewer
parts are required.

... DELCO-LIGHT. has not beer built to meet price.
It-has been constructed to' give satisfactory -electric
service year after year, and the only reason it is pos-
sible to sell DELCO-LIGHT at the price we do is the
big production, making possible a saving in the pur-
chase of raw material and in.manufacture. Consider
the advantages of Electrie: Light.: - With --DELCO-
LIGHT you can distribute any number of lights about
your house and outbuildings, 1o darnger from fire, no
disagreeable odors, plenty of bright electric light which
protects the eyes when reading.

In addition, DELCO-LIGHT will furnish sufficient
current to operate a motor from -the smallest ‘up’ to
one-half horse-power size, Most light’ farm work can
be-accomplished with a one-sixth horse-power motor.
A ‘motor of this size will do-the churning,.the cream
separating, the washing, and:will- operate an electric
water pump and pressure system.
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WAR REVIEW.

_,v!denﬂy it is not in the pla
p Entente Allies to leave the
8 secure in their possessio!

line they are now holding il

rq‘lon between the Somme and
Gie. Although the front from
l”th of the Somme past Chatg
ahd running through Roye to
lu.; been “studded with fresh
toﬂ:ementa and ‘innumerdble gun
o{der to keep. back the Allied tri
thé Germans nevertheless again
been forced to give ground and
points where seemingly their de
soon must crumbie and the re
etha.rd be . resumed. French
Canadian ‘troops on Friday nigh
tween Goyencourt and Laneourt,
front of about three miles, had fo
their way west of Roye until
were virtually knocking at the d
of the town, which is one of the
stone positions of the German def
in* Picardy, while to the immed
north’ British troops fighting al
were still in possession of Damery
Parvillers, following heavy c{
ter attacks made by the German

dislodge them. West of Roye thefh

llogl line is now only a scant mile

. @ gquarter distant, adding mater
to .’the danger of Roye by 'direct
sault on the part of the French
Danadians at its western gates,
vom a flanking movement by

jritish on the northwest.

french have carried out successf
‘9 advance five miles to the sa
seemingly lays the town d

%& movement fropt the I

ges wood which has been penetr
deeply. Not alone, however, is R
menaced by this latter advance,
debouthing from - theé Wwoods ‘56t

eastward the French are in a posi]

to outflank Lassigny, and with
French troops in the Oise valley n
Ribecourt, also strategically placed
begin a rolling up process, which
successful, .would obliterate the

and wooded country, now standin
2 barrier to the capture of the

of Noyon. Taken altogether the s

tion of the Allied troops on the So
Oise salient is materially better
it has been for several days past.
retirement of the Germans on D
of thé northern front continueg,
these manoeuvres as yet lack defi
explanation. Following closely
the evacuation of front line posit
nogth of Albert which were taken @
by. the British, has come another
uuttry relinquishment of trenches
\‘hq “Lys sector. The village of Vie
Berquin has been given up,
ground over a front of = about
miles to a depth of about one to
miles has been ceded without fig
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