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Riley's Mjorsty

12 Cleichen 125

Calgary, . Dec, 15——Followin;i are the co

Gleichen:

Gleichen
Bassano
Bru-)kS
Berry Creek
Hand Hills

Crossfield

Beddington
Hillhurst
Riverside
Rouleauville
Spruceville
Glemore
Sheppard ...
Landgon
Bow River
Bullhound
Wintering Hill

Delaware
Brewery Flats
Nose Creek
Strathmore

Spoiled ballots—S.
Riley’s majority—125.

mplete  returns for
.

Walsh.

RAILWAY NOTES. 1

The C. N. R. have placed an order
for 200 Hart covertible cars with the
Dominion Dump Car ‘Co.

The last islme if ~the Railway
World contains an . ordet by the
Railway Commission authorizing the
C. P. R..to construct a' branch line
at Elbow from the main line of the
C. & E. to the Brackman Ker Mil-
ling Co.’s premises, :

The Wetaskiwin branch of the C.P.
R. has been extended to Hardisty
a distaneé of 1056 miles. A bridge over
the Battle River is being constructed.
It will be 3880 feet long and 95 feet
above the liigh water mark.

United States enginéers-_have com+
pleted planis- for preséntation
session “of “congrelss  for a new lock
at Bault Ste. Marie, Micth. The pro-
posal is to construct a lbck 1,350 ft.
long, 75 to 80 feet wide, and 20 feet
deep, just north’ of the present Poe
lock. “PHé*EaRke -Cltriers” Askocia-
tion is urging that the work be rush-
ed so that thik new ook Wil be avdil-
able for navigdtion in 1909.

White Pass and Yukoh Ry.—The
plans under ‘eohsideration fot the bet-
terment: of ‘the line include the elimi-

next

nation of woodén bridges #nd the !

substitution of gravel filll: Where
necessary thesé are made by the con-
struction of concrete walls to hold
the gravel in place. Some improve-
ments in curvature also contemplat-
ed, but it is not intended to do very
much in this“way until the bridge
work has been renewed.

J. Hallstead, who has been appoint-
ed assistant general freight agent, C.
P. R., at Calgary, Alta., ehtered rail-
way setvice in Jan., 1892, #cting suc-
cessively as méSsage boy ‘and clerk
in the C. P. R. freight offices &t
London,. Ont., to Mdy, 1894; May,
1894, to July, 1897, billing elerk To-
ronto local freight offices; July, 1897,
to July, 1801, ktenographér general
ireight department Toronto; July,
191, to May, 1802, chief clerk general
freight department, Winnipeg; May,
1202, to Nov., 1902, travelling freight
agent, Winnipeg; Nov., 1902, to Féb.,
1906, chief cletk general freight de-
partmenty Vancouver, - B:C., Fdb.,
1906, to-Oct., 1906, freight and pas-
senger agent, -Tacoma, Wash.; entire
service with C. P. R.

The increased ferminal facilities at
the 'most impartant peints .in the.
failway: systems of  -the - west Thave
vaistly facilitated ~tradsportation, as
will be seeir by” a compdrison with
the - timve it fook~ to -turn. a-car: &t
Winnipeg .in 1902 with-{his Jear. In
1902" it took 8 ddys to. turn a ocar at
Winnipeg. ' Today the average peribd
of detention is 22.43 days, figured
from the date of arrival to the date
f release, which means a saving of
5.58 days, which - means : further, a
saving of 744,606 car dayls, or the use
f 2,040 adidtional ecars per year.

The Dominion- Parliament will be
asked during the presemt session to

thorize the “incorporation of the
Edmonton, - Dunvegan -and British
Columbia Railway Co., with powet to
construct @ “railway from Edmonton

Dunvegan, thence by the Peace

er valley to its junction with the

snip River, .and thence to Fort
reorge, B. OF :

\pplication -will be made this lses-
on of the Dominion Parliament for
in act exiending the time for con-
“lruction of {He' previeusly @uthorized
lines of theriAtiNbaNes thitway, and |
“uthorizing# linssdsens sear Fort Me-
Murray at thé junction of' the Atha-

1sea and Clesrwater rivers, norther-

to Fort Smith, on Slave Lake.

(

'the Qu’Appelle; Long Lake and Sas-

Megsrs. Short. Croks & Biggar are’
solicitors for the applicants. j

The C. P. R. between Oct. 14 and
Nov. 13 received the following rolling
stock : Five locomotives, two sleeping
cars, five first~clasls cars, three colon
ist cars, 25 box baggage cars, and
520 box cars from its Angus, Mon-}
treal. shops; and two vans from itk
Farmham, Que., shops.

A/ Patterson, C. P! R. master
mechanic at Medicine Hat., Alta.,/
has fittéd uu a dummy engine with
a view of testing natural gas as a
fuel. In-a pit underneath the loco-i
motive’ is fixed a 'set of car® wheels’
which revalve beneath those of the
locomotive and so ‘emable . tests of |
speed to be made. Storage tanks for
the natural gas are being g’}ade at‘
Montreal with a view of being.fitted
to a locomotive so that tests can be
made in actual running.

The Canadian Northern Railway
will apply at the current selssion of
the Dominion Parliament for an act
increasing the powers of the company
with - reference to .the issue of bonds
and other securities; extending the
time for the construction of the vari- |
ous authorized lines, and authorizing
the construction, of the following ex-
tenkions or branches: - From Hum-
bolt, Man., to Calgary, Alta.; from
tp. 29, r. 7, w. 3rd m. ,southwesterly
to sbetween Craik and Bladworth on

katchewan Ry.; from tp. 5, r. 15, w.
2nd meridian, northwesterly to tp. 16,
r. 27, w. 2nd m.;.from near South
Battleford, Sask., westetly to tp. 44,
r. 27, w, 3rd m.; from North Battle-
ford, northwesterly to tp. 59, r. 1, w.
4th' m.; from Strathcona southerly tc
Calgary, Alta.; from Regina, Sask.,
southwesterly to the International
boundary; from Saskatoon, Sa'sk.,
southwesterly to the South Saskatch-
ewan River; from near Edmonton
Alta., to the Pacific Coast; from
near the forks of the Athabasca and
McLeod rivers southwesterly to the
headquarters of the McLeod River;
from Battleford, Sask., welsterly for
100 mii]es.

There has been deposited with the
minister of public works at Ottawa,
a plan and description of the loca-
tion of a proposed steel dock, upon
a water lot, lying between Lorne St.
end . Lincoln street, produced in the
harbour &f Port Arthur, Ont. The
approval of the Government has been
asked for the conlstruction of the
dock ‘by . . the company.—Railway
World.

YORK COUNTY LOAN

Toronto, Dec. 14.—R. ‘Hon.e . Smith
mandger of the real estate departmen:
of the National Trust- Com pany, hag
fadé an intecim statemerit of .affair:
of - the  York- County . Loan to Officia,
Referee Nejl McLean. The salient fea-
tires are apdets 31,319 064.39; l.ab.lie
$1,112,682.62.° The assets’ contain’: $100,
00\_! worth “of vacant land and. $wv,00¢
worth of improved property on whict
it is dififcult to make an accurate val-
uation. Thrty thousind gharéhojce :-
have either rrefused or neglected tc
send in books and certificates. Mr
Smith siates that from the present pos.-
tion of affairs it is hardly likely thai
the eourt will be in a position for
some consicCerable time to authorize the
payment of a dividend. Twonty-sixj
trousand = communications have Le:n |
maliled by the liquidators to sharehold
erd. -One hundred and sixteen thousan. |
persons are interested in the loquida-
ors’ report.

The cdetails of the agsets aré: Cashd
on hand $1212,000, improved progerties
$90,000, stock and bonds $50,000, vacant'
lands 3$900,000; miscellaneous turnish-'
ings, 32500, mortgages, $113,800; loan ;
$50,000. The claime at present follows.’
shareholders $4,000,000, employees §9,-
000 ; general claims, $18,000. Of thirty-}
1iv. ehouses taken over -thenty sever:;
have been sold for $90,000. Seven re
main to be sold and are valued at $47, i
000 and the list benefactory is being’
e0ld  for $42000. During the past yea:r:
gixteen hundred feet of -vacant hanc
have been msold for $44000. From this:
it appears that the estate will probably:

- AFTER A REFINER
Toronto Globe ; The British West, In-
| dies and British Guiana are also {nier-
¢aled parties in the alterations in tho
sugar duties. The ting of prefer-
<ncé to British-produced sugar opened
to them a market in which cane su-
gar could be placed to compeie advan-
tageously with European bounty-fed
beet sugar, and their position  was
further strengthened by the require-
ment for the abolition of the bounties
under the Brussels conveniion. Under
thege influences the sugar trade with
the West Indies increased by leaps and
bounds until in the last fiscal year
their value reached $6,264,182, and the
to.al import by Canada of sugar and
syrupa from Britlsh sources 38,399,626,
on which $1,885,681.24 was paid in duty,
while from othér sources sugar andsy-
rups-to the value of $1,888,445, paying
$660,916.22,, were imported. It is a facq
beyond dispute that the granting of an
advantage 10 British-grown sugar ser-
ved in the colony of British Guiana to
save planters from & ruinous loss. The
condition of can®e sugar producuon in
that country, owing to the heavy cost
of the mainwenanpe of sea defense and
of labor imported from India, preclides
competition with beet sugar on egqual
erms. The British West Indies and
dritish Guiana, g0 far as their sugar
Ludustries are concerned, are therefore
n€avily indebted #to Canada. It has
peen found, however, as the Finance
Minister swated, that the refiners gol
more advantage than it was intenaed
0 give, and in consequence the duty
nas been advanced on raw sugar of
dritish origin by 7 1-83 cenia per hun-
dred pounds. This advance is not like-
.y to affect the West Indian planter,
ag it leaves & sufficient margin to en-
able him to compe.e advaniageously in
che Canadidn market with imported
oeet sugar. It will not affect the re-
ail purchaser, because the retailer
~iil not be ab.e to make such an in-
.nitegimal adyance in priee, which a
division of the increased duty will per-
mit. The refiner will lose an advant-
age which he was never intended to
get, and which, calculaied on the basis
of the new tariff and lasy year’'s im-
ports, amountis to something like $232,-
282 on  importations from other Bri-
tsh sources With respect to the crit-
clam ot the adoption of the polaris-
copic test as a bagls for assessing du-
<y, that. in the West Indies and British
Guiana sugar is 'largely sold by cable
on the strength of polariscopic exam-
nations, it would therefore seem, pre-
suming these tedts are ~accurately
made, that this 1s the most fair meth-
od of calculating duty.

THREE THOUSAND LYNCHINGS

New York, Dec. 12.—Dwuiing the last
(wernty years, according to well au-
ihenticated statistics, there have been
ower 3,000 lynchings in this couniry.

From 1884 to 1Y04 the average was
142 per year, For the five years from
1899 to-1904 it was 107.

The number hag varied greatly from
jear to year, says McGirl's Maga-
Zne, now risng t« a very high figure
and then slowiy ieceling for scveral
years to a 'much lewer point, suddenly
0 mount up agsain.

Thus ih 1886 the number was 184,
dminishing to-122 in 1837, rising again
.0 176 in 188§

In 1899 1t dropped to 107, butinl90l
advanced to 135, {'or-three years 1902-
1994 the number rema, ned ai about 10J.
o 1906 it fell o 66, a.l, exceptone, ne-
srOC8 gpeven Ol whom were burneu. at
the etake -

PELIGAG STEALING
(Toronto 'Globe)

Whzn the Alaska Commercial Com-
vany in its eagerness for a monopoly
Yade- the customs laws of the Unitxa
3tates fantastic and ridicuious, and had
avery msealskin jicket whch was i1ak-
sn _into the republic either ripped open
or confiscated, it was not tthe concern
5f other -nations, But when that com-
pany mads the Republic best:r its:lf to
secure the abrogation of other nation's
rights it becomres a matter of vital and
‘mmed ate interest’ to the -maritime
world: It becomres no longer a qucs-
Jon of corporate monopcly, but cf in-
sernationa] rights. No rights a.e more
gsacrid or more worthy o! being care ul-
.y ‘guarded than fie:dom on the kigh
seas, and Canada will look to theEr t-
sh Government to see that this ri:ht
8 not lost or sacrificed through v.c.i-
ntent'oned cares or plausible pretexts
jegarding the threatzned extzrmination
ot a seal herd.

The seal spend most -of their lives in
‘he open sea, where some of them are
;aptured -by Canadian, Japanese, Rua-

{ dlan, Ch'llan, and other vessels. The

:ompany his secured the prohib tion of
such sealing by American vessels, but
Jhat 18 & domestic affair. Once a year
‘ha sedis return to the Pribyloff Islands
.0 brced, and there the company selicis
and kills & certan numbe: Of males,
:ixing the numter accord ng'to the de-
mands of the market, The value of a
world monopoly -in such a busness is
juite apparent, and expiains the extra-
ordinary efforts of the company in that
lirection. It has eecured the exténsion
ot thz lim.t of territorial watersaround
thgge islands from three miles 10 8.XLY
miles, & concession al owed.t) no o h-

] :r natjon, for the Un.ted States is the

3polled -ch’ld among tke nations of the
warth.  Nothing snort of eiclumve use
of the Pacitic Ocean will now satisty
he ‘promoles, '@nd .that . preposteious
slaim- 18 actually be.ng furtresed by
diplomat.c negotiations with Bri jsh ie:
precentatives.

‘Thz - habits of tre fur seal resemble

ihsbe fish after spend.ng the year in
.he ‘opea sed return to bread-in Cana-
ilan territorial wa.e's around the Mag~
dalen Islands.. Whea thay app:ar inthe
open ceéa the shoals are pursued by the
American fishermen with purse seines,
the most destructive method of fishing
yet invented. They chase the fish to
the thres-mile limit, catching great
juantit 8. When within Canadlan ter-
ritor.al watars they are protested by
regulations, but on ther return to thes
open water they must run ths gauntlet
again. It would be no more absurd and
no more preposterous for tha Can:dlan
Jovernment to claim ownsrsh'p o! these
.ish than for the Anericans to c.aim
owner®hip of tke seals. Perhaps if we
were to make domestic mackerel f shing
a monopoly a movement to that end
might be inaugurated It is-admitted
that the destruction of the herd would
b2 a n.isforture. But Mr. Macoun's re-
port bas shown that the dim!nution in
numberas was due to disease and not to
pelagic seiling. Shoufd guch a result
threaten there would be- a mnatural
remely in the voluntary &bandonment
of pelagic eeiling. The principle at
stake is too important to te overrid-
den. on any se2ming effort to prevent
aquatic anlmals from dostruction. Jan-
an and Rus3sia are diie:tly interested
with Canadi, and as a question of in-

yield about twenty cents 'on the do! .

Chicago, Dec. 16.—With less than halt',‘

ternational right it is the ccncern of
all natiops.

+hose, 0f the mackerel in the Atlantic.)

L DELICATE SITUATION
Londen, Dec. 4.—A sligit, bul dis-

tinct cooling of Anglo-American rela-

tions which has taken place In tke last

subject of pubiic commeat in this coun-
try. It should be clearly uncerstood
that- this change in no way affects ttre
official relations of the two countriea.
The present Government no-less than
the last, is eager to maintain the en-
tente as closely as the United States
is willing to make it.

There i8 no jealousy in official cir-

which America is playing in worid
politics. On the contrary, the English
foreign policy continues to te  along
lines exactly parallel to the American
The weakening in good fellowship, go
far as it exists, is achange in popu-
lar feeling. If one seeks the cause, it
will be found partly in envy of Amer-
ica”s stupendous unbroken prosrer.ty
during the season of f.nancial cepres-
sion here and partly in the defect of
the long series of American business
scandals, which have Lte2n exploited
by ths English press to an extent, per-
haps never equalled in the public dis-
cussion of the affairs of another coun-
try.

Be the cause what it may, the fact
remains that America and Americans
are regarded by the people of the coun-
try with leas respect and regard than
two years ago. This change is giving
the Government itself some uneasiness
and is making the choice of asucce:s-
or to Sir Henry Mortmer Durand as
British Ambagsador at Washington a
matter of the greitest delicacy and im-
portance. The question of sgelectng
some one outside of the diplomatic
circle is much discussed and, the. Gov-
ernment. is bteng urged to make a
choice in the same manner as Amer-
ica’s selection to the Court of St.
James’ ‘are- made, and above all
things, to send a man to the Unitel
States who understands Ame-icans and
who will be understool by then.

One- of the best names mentioned
within the service is C. A. Spring-
Rice, now First Secielary of the Brit-

knows Washington, and better thaa
that Americans would find him a “man
of like passiohs as thay are”
Charles Beresford i3 suggestxd as one
who would command the personal
friendship of President Roosevelt, a
point which the fore'gn office regards
as one of the first esentials in a suc-
cessful Ambassador.

The Outlook discusses the situation,
including the change in public senti-
ment in the two countries, in a Jong
article, in which it says:

‘“Anglo-American frendship cannoct
pass from a state of fceling into a
policy of action until the
have discarded some of the'r prejudicer,
cut loose from some of their traditions
and gatherei more extended ex-
perience of international politics. That
will take t.me. Th2 process of emanci-
pation is going on in the American
mind, but at preeent it has not gonec
very far. They scarcely realize even
now that they have launched on a
stream of consejuences and tenden cies
that wherever it may finally land them
cannot but carry them clean past the
old narrow bounds.

‘“Hardly a month goes by without
some Iresh proof that the Unitd
States is irrevocably
playing an even larger ghare in wolt-
politik. So .long as that is =o Anglo-
American amity, if not an Anglo-Am-
erican alliance, is in our judgment as-

world power and anti-Brit'sh, but
while we feel that the perman ent cur-
rents of national interests, sentiment
and necessities are settng full and
fair - towards an Anglo-American un-
dersianding that ghail be  fometh ng
more than aifte: dinner rhstoric, we
quite reognize that on the surface
there seems just now to be aslacken-
ing of the tide.

“There i8 more than one reason for
this. It is possible that Sir Henry
Mortimer Durand has not te2n able to
establish thote happy personal rela-
tions with the President that contri-
buted so largely to the success of Lord
Pauncefo.e and Sir Michael Herbert.
If that be so, the matter—for which
—Sir Henry ne2d not bg blamed—is one
of considerab.e consequence. Presi-
dent Roosevelt dominates politics in
America at this moment to a degree
scarcely excecded by President Lincoln
during the stiess of the civil war, ard
any insuffiency in his 1elatioha with
an ambassador reacts at once ugon
the country which that ambassador re-
presents. If this, however, is. of the
nature of supposition, the extraordin-
ary advance which has te3n made by
the Germany embassy at Washingtoa
and the novel continuous exchanges -of
confidences between he Prcs.deat and
the Kaijeser are unquest.onable fact-,
and facts that have already had iouce
and may have again a direct influence
on the course of international politics.

*‘Moreover, all is not well petween
the United States and Japan. Apart
from the diif.culty abouct the stucol
children at San Francisco, the Ameri-
cans are appiehensive a3 to the future
of their comme:ce in the kar k:.‘as_t.
Thay have lost a good deal of their
s:entimeatal adm.rat.on for Japan and
now - watch her swift eipansion with
an irritated senge of helplessness. Th:
refles action of these developments his
lain in the diresction o: deposang ureal
Britain from her position as the first
friend and- of generat.ng not ildecu 2
coolness, - but a falling off .n the od
intimacy: That any permanent harm
to-Brit.sh inteiests {3 threatenesd, we do
not for a moment Lelieve. Ths tall-
ing off, such ag it is, is personal and
ofiicial -and in no way Argues among
the mass of Ame-icans any change . in
pentiment. For -that reastn it {3
very far from being irreparable. Giv-
en an ambassador of the right typ_e
there. is no reason why Anglo-Ameri-
can relations ghould not in-a few
years 1eover all thcir former complcte-
ness.”’

[

WESTERN NEWS

The military spirit is active in some
parts of the province, to judge from
this item in Claresholm Review: Act-
ing under special permission from com-
manding officer, Major Campbell ,of
Macleod, Sergeant Risk called out the
Alberta Rangers in order to put them
through a few manoeuvers and see if
thair dull drill of last summer had been
of lagting benefit.

Our town and district now boast two
troops of this body and we were in-
formed by Major Risk that-the men
pleased him very much by the way in
which they answered orders, thereby
showing that they had not forgotten
last year's training. The boys certain-
ly did make a fine appearance on

Tuesday afternoon and we think the
Sergeant-Majcr may be justly proud
bof them. while on their part the troop
are to be congratulated upon having

ish Embassy, at St. Petersburg. He

such ‘an energetic and interested of-
ficer as Major Risk. It is the id-
teation to add four more troops tothis
body from the district around Clares-

few months, is beginning to Le:ome the | holm, making in all six full troops

or a total strength of a fuill syuadron
and one half. He also intends, if pos-
sible, to arrange for next years camp
to be held at Claresholm. This will
be a great improvement over last
year's arrangements.
A TRIO OF WESTERN WEDDINGS
Tha we.ding took place at Swift Cur-

cles of the increagingly important role rent on Tuesaay, December 4th, of Miss

Kate Haywara, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Samuel Hayward, formerly of
Medicine Hat, to Mr. George Hopkins,
of Regina. Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins pass-
ed through on Wednesday morn-
ing on their way to the coast, where
%he honeymoon will be spent.

Miss Tina McEachern and Mr.
Richard Dunn both of Medicine Hat
were quietly married on Tuesday last
in the century Methodist church.
The ceremony was performed by Rev.
J. M. Harrison in the presence of

Mrs. Dunn left on the evening train
for a three months’ trip through On-
tario and Quebec, returning in March
to Medicine Hat.

On Wednesday, November 28, the
wedding took ‘place in Leduc, Alta.,
of Miss Edith Morrison and Mr. Wm.
Cassady, and on the evening follow-
ing the newly married couple pasged
through Medicine Hat on their ,way
{Bast. Miss Morrison severed her
connection - with the teaching a&taff of
'Medicl.ne Hat schools last July, after
iter several years of eminently satistacy
tory mervice, during which time she
made many friends in the Hat,

L. H. Shepley, of Winnipeg, financial
ageat, recently visit Medicine Hat in
the iaterests of Winnipegz parties who
contemplaie investing fiffty thousand
dollars in the greenhouse plant for the
cultivation of roses and carnations
for the Winnipeg and western mark-
€t. These plants are now brought
from Eastern Canada. The cheab
gas for fuel brought medicine hat to
their atteation and it is looked upoh

Lord| 8 an ideal place for such a business.

Mr. Shepley wassaown tne gas p.ant by
Mayor Forster.—Medicine Hat News.
The Shedd Realty Co., of Omahs,
ageats for the C.P.R .irrigation ana
Co.onization Co., have just sent off a
special car of farmers and land geekers
and they are expected to arrive in Cal-
gary on Thursday next. S
According to advices received hearly
allthe men are wealihy Amer.can féarm-
lers, and it is their intention to buy

‘Ame-icans ) 8TM lands, while others will invest in

city property. None of the membere of
ihe par.y 0ave previdus.y oeen into
jthisc ountry. The last tlme- these
-agents brought up a car of paople from
(Omaha they sold land to all thel party
/but two,and these two, though:fdxming
jin the States were land ownefg. ih
Southern Alberta.

A Cadet corps has been organized in
the Regina High school. The enroll-
ment i8 50. The arms and ammuhnition
| and ‘part of the equipmeént will be sup-
| plied by the Government, but thé mat-
ter of uniforms will have to be attend-

committted to ' ed 12 here.

Alderman Cooger, chairman of the
j fire and water committee of the Re-
(glna city council moved for a vote o}

sured. The Dnited States cannot be a, censure upon the Regina correspondent

lot the Winnipeg Free Ireéss becausé he
‘wired the facts of the Wascana hotel
fire to the Free Press. The state-
ment most cavelled at was that during
the fire the water pressure w#8. {oo
low.

Dctails are being discussed between
the Educational Departments and the
Buildings and Grounds Committeé of
the echool board of Regina, in connéc-
tion with the housing of the normal
jchool for the next three ¥ears. The

normal students this year had the
utmost difficulty in obtaining board-
ing accommodation.

A 'mild case of emallpox has been
discovered at the Fargo Hou#é, Re-
gina, the patient it is believed having
brought the disease from & fumber
camp in the north. The health au-
thorities have taken every step to pre-
vent the spread of the disease. The
house has been nuarantined and the
pest.- house is being prepared for plac-
ing the afflictel man in it.

—

DAY TO DAY
A TRUE WOMAN.

A woman with a heart of gol
T heard her called before I knew
How noble was that heart and true,
How full of tenderness untold.

Her sympathies both broad and sure,
Her one desire to do the right—
Clear visioned from the inner light

God gives to souls unworldly, pure.

A heart of gold that loves and gies,
God’s almoner from day to day,
Of her there is but this to say;

The world is better that she lives.

—Jean Blewett.
“KIT” ON CATS.

Dog shows and horse shows have
long held high favor back in East-
ern Canada. Now they are to hawve
a cat show in Toronto, and the an-
nouncement has drawn out from
“Kit” a delightful bit of musing that
is written on her page in the inimit-
able way that is “Kit’s” own.. It
reads :—

The cat show is at hand. I undew
stand that the yard or fence cat is
to be exploited. Every dog has his
day and it is good to know that the
common, everyday cat is to h&ve her
hour. The cult of the cat is deeply
interesting, for always a cat is the
least understood of our domestic ani-
mals. We know that Tom and Tabby
are really Egyptians, that a black
cat was Satan’s familiar in early
Christian supersitition, and that it is
unlucky to have a cat die in the
house. But no one of us has ever
fathomed the mind of a cat, or been
able to aceount for its indifference.
Even our.Bobs at times was ¢gld and
haughty in manner, and no cat was
ever more beloved. He had sécret

low eyes. Not so Tabby, the terrier,

only a few intimate friends. Mr. and?}

whose - luminous brown orbs tell all
that is in his soul.

The cat, to return to our kittens, is
a "felish animal. Where lies her
charm? In her graceful and delicate
movebents, or in that very indiffer-
ence above referred to? Curled upon
the hearthrug she is the most coms
fortable piece of furniture in the
room. She confers a favor upon us
by Jying there, whereas a dog in the
same position is tolerated as a favor
to: Bim. Toby, again, offers his ca-
resses eagerly as the tribute of a

priciously as the favors of a mistress:
and we accept them from each in a
Corresponding spirit. Perhaps it is
in-this distinction that the secret of
the cat’s charm lies. She surrenders
hier affections to no  one, thereby
keeping us all her suitors and slaves.
The more she flaunts her independ-
ence, the deeper we fall under the
spell of her witchery. Great men
have loved cats. Montaigne, playing
with his  cat complained that “‘she
thought him an ass,” but he did not
cease to waste his valuable time try
ing to make her care for him. So it
will-be to the end of time. To t

dog who loves u=. we snap out ou

ordered a cat about. We coax her.
Bhe licks her hind leg. She goes out
of ‘the room when she is tired of our
eompany. All our blandishments are
in vain. The cat lives to please her-
gelf, not to be amiable to us.

And now tha% cat clubs and cat
shows are in the fashion, puss will
-grow*prouder than ever. Cats whose
money value runs into three figures
cannot be stroked by everybody.
There ‘are cat queens and kittenpﬁn-
cesses, likewise Tommy Kings and
Tommy Princes. Not long since a
¢at: survived, I don’t remember just
how many days, on a wrecked boat.
There is a cats’ Westminster where
famous pussies lie buried. But no
honors can change a cat’s nature.
When the leopard changes his spots,
Tabbie will cease to deceive. Now,
with fashion smiling upon cat shows,
she is more deceptive than ever, and
humanity at large would blush to
hear: the tales which disappointed
competitors tell of the way in which
other people’s cats win their First
Priges. Once a cat belonging to a
millionaire, valued at one thousand
pounds, took a First Prize. She was
a.cat which he had picked up in the
Btreet and sent to the show for a
joke!

_The St. John Telegraph says in a
récent issue:—"Christmas for old coun-
try. . people seems to have a great
charm Perhaps ther:. is more
sentiment in their makeup. At least
the number of Englishmen and others
whoarereturning from Canaza to their
native land to spend the festive geagon
would indicatie as much. There. are in
St. John a large number who have
made homes in the Canadian west and
Jiow are now go'ng{ t othe old land for
Fuletide and more are to arrive in time
to board the next steamer to sail,
which will land them in Merrie Eng-
land before the dawn of Christmas day.
The city hotels housed many of these
visitors last night.

. At the Victoria are a number of Barr
Colonists. They report that as a whoe
the colony has done well. The town
of Lloydminster is about to elect a
mayor. Four years ago, the first
houses were put up. A great deal of
the C.P.R. lands in the vicinity of
Lloydminster have been bought and
every horhestead within a radius of
48_mpiles of that city has been settled

on.
: The visitors were mostly young men
and when asked about their intentions
in going back to the old country hinted
pretty strongly that as the fairer sex
wab in a very small proportion in the
west that they were going to a place
where there were plenty of maidens
willing to assume the role of house-
hold gueen, and that they did not in-
tend to return alone. “You don’t find
many married men in the west, but
walt till we come back.”

..One man in the party, however, had
3 word of condemnation for the west.
'Mle maid he had speat fifteen summers
byt could not be paid to pass the winter
there. He said that on Nov. 16 there
this year, the temperature was 25 de-
grees below:zero. It was one contin-
ual.. blizzard. On the C.P.R. construc-
tion work last winter a party were
eight days without food or water for
their horses.

Probably the most interesting char-
‘acters among the home-goers was D.
Lee Mothe, and old Belgian. He is at
Hptel Ottawa and by means of an in-
terpreter, as he could not speak a word
of, English, a Telegraph representative

had a talk with him. He said he had
fought in the Franco-Prusian war
and was a native of Liege, in Belgium.
He came to Canada fifteen years ago
and - now owns seven homesteads,
amounting to 1,120 acres in all.

Accompanied by his wife he has made
seyeral trips home to see his aged
mother, and three sisters. His mother
im87 years of age and he said thig was
the- last time he expected to see her.
He ‘would bring her here, but his sis-
ters would not allow it.
++ With him were two other Belgians.
M. Martin, who came out last April,
has prospered, and is returning for his
rwife and six children. Vitol Defiere
said that his purpcs3 in going batk was
%0 look up a companion. He did not
have one in view but would take his
chances. He had been out four years.
Mr. Le Mothe saild that this year he
raised about 8,000 bushels of wheat.
He would get an average of 60 cents
& ¢ bushel for this. In the neighbor-
hood where these men live is a colony
of 200 French and Be'gian families who
are all doinz well.

At the Royal ther are a number
from Kenora. (Ont.), and some from
British Columbia. One man fron We'l-
ington County, (Ont.), who has been in
the country for seventeen years and
row “owns a splendid farm near
' Guelph, is going back to see his father,
who is 89 years of age. 4

Two e=mart looking youths. in the
ploy of the C.P.R. are also going back

thoughts unexpressed in. his big yek | e thesold folks.

: all spoke in glowing terms of
ths . vestern country. Some found it

slave, while our cot bestows them ca- |4

orders, and he obovs; but who ever |

not good for their health.

-~A man and his wife who had been in
Calgary, were going back to their old
home in Yorkshire, utterly disgusted
with the couatry. Another gentle-
man came out especially for his health,
‘but failed to make any improvement.

A wife of a painter in Moosejaw, said
there was no place like Canada. She
could not speak too highly of the coun-
try. She had three soas in England
one of whom was a professor of ma-
thematics in a London college, and an-
other an actor. She was accompan-
ied by her little boy who seemed to
be very well posted on affairs in the
west.

One man who bere striking testimony

to the opportuaities of the west was E.
C. Dyar, a buicher in Fillmore, Saskt-
chewa:. He said four years ago he
landed in Brandon, Manitoba, with 50
cents. His mother had given him his
passage money. H2 worked about a
year for a farmer, then started in a
small way as a butcher. A few weeks
ago he sold a shop for $2,700 and he
Jhas two others yet in his possession.
He said he was worth $5,000 at present.
He talked quite freely about condition
jin the west. Said he: “It makes me
J1d to hear people say the west) is no
good,t hat it was nothing but dugouts
and dirt and work. What are we there
for, but o work a:d get maney. Those
peopie would not succeed anywhere.
When I first came to this country I
{used to truck woed with the icicles
{ forming on my eyebrows. I was nct
afraid to.scrub floors, if there was a
{ dollar in it for me, and now see where
I am.”

Mr. Dyer is accompanied by his wife
on lis homeward trip. When asked if
jhe was going to stay in England he
plied, "“Net on your life.” With him
is a gentleman wearing an expensive
fur coat. He said he had been in tne
west since 1882 and Mr. Dyer said that
he had refused an offer of $25,000 for
his farm, not long ago.”
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Strathcona

TEACHERS RE-ENGAGED.

The postponed regular monthly meet-
ing of the public school board was
held Thursday evening. The resigna-
tions of Misses Sprou.e and Fash were
acceptel and Misses Lawrence _and
Durant appointed in their places. The
«sther teachers were engaged for the
ccming year. The question of the new
school building was discussed but no
action has-yet been taken in the mat-
fer.

LITERARY SOC!ETY.

The last of the Gradin street school
literary meelings before Christmas was
held yesterday afierzoon. The grogram
given was as follows—

Duett—FElsie and Mary Miller.

Reading—Helma Lynburger.

Reading—Mr. MgNally.

Reading c<f schoo! paper.

Vceal Duett—Edna and Maggie Wat-
ters with guitar accompaniment:

s Critics report.
After Christmas new officers will be
)elected by the society.

STRATHCONA HOCKEY TEAM.

The Strathcona hockey team had an
excellent practice last night and are
fast wetting into shape for the game
on Chrisimas day with Edmonton. For
the first time the men were all on the
ice together last night ‘and fully satis-
fled the knowing ones in their stick
handling. The team will line up as
follows:—

Goal—Sutherland.

Point—McCrae.

Cover Foint—Raitt.

Wings McLeol and McArthur.

Ceatre—Ritchie.

Rover—Hampton.

AT THE HOTELS.

Strathcona Hotel—A. L. Whitelaw,
«Winnipeg; L. N. C. Morden, Toronto;
J. H. Campbell, Calgary; A. Mathe-
son, Calgary; C. B. Nelson, Calgary;
T. W. Hopkins, Leduc; .42 Grant;
Thoz. Gooch, Calgary; W. Giendenning,
D. Barker, Calgary; C. Bailey, Cal-
gary; T. Nelson, Calgary; J. C. Nor-
‘quay; D. McInnis; W. Pullar, H. Gra-
| ham.

i Dominion Hotel—A. Rolleby, S'e'ter;
|J. C.. Walker, Strathcona; H. G. Mil-
{ser, White Star; M. Campbell, White
¢Star; F .D. Sword, Agricola; C. S.
Baker, East Clover Bar; E. <Lyne,
Strathcona ; John Young, R. W. Gibbs,
Wetaskiwin.

LOCALS,

—John Andrew and his two gons
have gone back to Lucknow, Ont., on a
three moaths’ visit.

—The teachers and pupils of Dug-
gan street school have flooded a rink
on the school grounds 40%150 feot.

—The Strathcona schools will ¢lose
jor the Christmas ‘holidays next Fri-
day Dec. 21st and open on January 2nd.

—An auction sale of the stock of
J. H. Wright, watchmaker and jewelér

was conducted yesterday by Auction-
eer H. H. Crawford.

—The marriage took place at the
Holy Trinity Church on Dec. 12th by
Rev. W. R. George of Wm. . Lorenzo
Jenne of North Pinnace, Que and El-
éa Gertrude Dunn of = Frehligsburg,

ue

The ‘monthly meeting of the W. C.
1. U. was held yesterday afternoon at
the home of Mrs. Gainer. The main
object of the meeting ‘was the collec-
tion of the annual donation of litera-
ture for the lumber camps.

—The Oddfellows of Strathcona have
elected their officers for the ensuing
year as follows:—N. G.—J R. Green;
N.G.—W. Groat; R. Sec—J. C. Wain-

wright; F. Lec—A. E. Austin. Treis
—H. Duncan.

—At the Curling rink last night, in
the Oschner cup contest W. H. Shep-
ward’s rink defeated A .J. McLean’s in
the second round and in the semi fin-
als J. F. Wair defcated S. H. Somer-
sall. Mr. Sheppard next meets J. M.
Douglas and the winner will play J.
F. Weir in the finals.

—A Strathcona gentleman who re-
cently interviewed Fres. McKenzie of
the Canadian Northern Railway in
Winnipeg says that he intimated that
his company were ready to enter in-
Jto agreement with the town of Strath-
Prona for station grounds and yards
ihere as soon as the council here was
ready ‘to act.—Plaindealer.
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