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it was a struggle for the abolition of slavery, and
we looked more at the real question at isdue than
almost apy country. Under the idea of protect:
ing a great imperial right, the British Govern-
-ment Keep the fisheries under their control, but
we aré allowed to give the Americans permission
to take the fish if they pay small tonnage dues
which we will pot get; for the Americans take the
figh ahd Wwe have no 'means ‘of prevénting them,
The duty on mackerel taken to the United States
is two dollars per barrel; and on potatoes one
shilling and six pence per bush.—more than a
hundred per cent. on the first cost, which is a
prohibitive duty. Very few cargoes will glut the
markets of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and
we can find no sale for the remainder. Eagland
has given us 8 good market for oats during the

last few years, but now the means of transit are|

being déveloped in the interior countries of Eu-
rope, and these countries are supplying the Brit-
ish market, The consequenceis, the price of oats,
is now coming down, and the merchants who have
bought up oats during the winter will lose a great
deal. ~The Imperial Government will not give us
control -of the fisheries, which are no benefit to,
them, but would be a great boon to us, I think
we should ask the Imperial Government to give
us leave to protect the fishery if they will not do
it. The fact is, the British Government are not
pleased with us—ihey conceived that we should
enter confederation, and the people of this Island
thought differently. They could not see any in-
ducement to join the Dominion, for there was no
market for our produce in Uanada; and I think
the British Government are thwarting otrr wishes
in this respect, to induce us to accept terms from
the Canadiaas, and link our destinies with theirs,
. Mr Rerss.~—] must say that the hon. member
for Qascumpee, {Mr. Bell,) has exactly given my,
views, on free trade. It appears that he is well
read on the matter, for he has very clear ideas
upon it. There was one potent reason why the
nited States moved for the abrogation of the
Reciprocity Treaty, and that was, that their fin-

ancial condition was such that it was necessary

to exclude foreiga prodactions from the country,
unless the latier paid a heavy duty ; bécause it
wag of the first importance to protect their own
resources, which were heavily taxed. But asthe
people of the United States are now willing to
enter into a new tresty, there should be nothing

to prevent this Colony’s taking advantage of the,
I feel convinced, in looking over the ques-
tion, that there is- nothing unreasonable in our

offer.

asking for free trade with that country ; the only
diﬂ:éreuce between parties in this Colony in re-
@
gq‘\oﬁ,‘er information and to show their willingness
to enter into free trade, while the other party
were opposed to our having ausything to sny in
the matter at all, but thought we should let the
Dominion of Canada speak for us, and that the
latter should ask the opinion of the Imperial au-
- thorities in regard to it.  Although the chiefl
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i vantage, alone.

to it was, that one . side thought it desirgble
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Ministers of Great Britain are great statesmen,
the people of this Colony are in a better position
o judge of their own wants than any Uolonial
Minister. - Tf is our duty, therefore,.to put forth
all our energies in favor of freo irade with th:
United States. There are many things which
entitle us to the consideration of the Imperial Au-
thorities in obtaining the so-much-wished-for
treaty ; among the most prominent of these was
the granting away of our lands by the British
Government. The great obstacle of our obtain-
ing a separate treaty is the fact that the fish-
eries are the common property of all the British
North American Colonies ; and that, therefore, we
have no right to use these fisheries for cur ad-
) ~_If the Imperial government
would allow us the right to give the people of
the United States the right to fish in the waters
surrcunding our Island alone, instead eof re-
ceiving a paltry amount, as we now. do, into aur
trpasury, we should receive, indirectly, thousands
of pounds—we should have the markets of the
United States opened to our productions, I
agree with the hon. Leader of the Governmeni
when he says that he cannot see why, for the
sake of two hundred pounds, the United States
should receivethe advantagesof our fisheries, while

we do not receive the advantages of free. trade.

The people of this Colony are placed in a carivas
position ; . we spe our fisheries robbed and the
power to obtain free trade in return, taken away.
The great difference between parties here was
that one side wished to make an effurt to obtain
free trade, while the other side wished the Do-
minjon to make that effort. o
Hon, Mr. Howran.—We are going to have the

‘most important debate of the Session, at its close.

I may remark, without attempting to argue on
either Annpexation or Confederation, that we
should not be trying to throw cold water on the
United States, on aceount of their not being under
the British Flag.  We, as a Provinee, did not do-
fend the action of the Northern section of the
United States during the lute war with the South,
nor did any of the other Provinces; and this was
parily the reason why the late treaty was broken
off.; For my own part, I do not agree with those
people who would delight in the breaking up of
a great nation,speaking the same langnage as we
do, and enjoying the same free and liberal institn.
tions. I am not of the dpinion that it would, for
a .moment, tend to assist the civilization of the
world, or add to Britain’s glory’; en the contrary,
1 believe that Great Britain und the United States
of America are two great powers which are des-
tined-to protect the flag of liberiy among all the
nations of the globe, And, when I recollect that
the great blot on the people of the latter country
was slavery, and that the question of emancipation
was, for many years, agitaied in England before
ghe could free herselt from the same foul blot, &
am astonished that the people of Great Britain
and her Colonies should, for one moment, sympa-
thize with the cause of the South against the



