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THE TAXATION OF AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS.

Conservative and Liberal Policies Contrasted.

(See also article on Abolition of duties on Agricultural Implementsiin April number),

ON March 11th, the Liberal members of the House

of Commons voted unanimously in support of a
resolution advocating the abolition of duties on agri-
cultural implements. The Conservative members
voted unanimously against the resolution, and with
the exception of the Prime Minister and the Solicitor-
General, who opposed the resolution every representa-
tive on the Government side refrained from expressing
any opinion. The representations of the Liberals
were, however, not without some effect, for in the
tariff changes outlined by the Finance Minister in his
budget speech on April 6th, an acknowledgement that
something was due the farmers of Canada in this

| but to do exceptionally well and sometimes to pass his competitors
| in the markets of the world.” :
’ With this knowledge in his possession, it is difficult
' to see on what grounds the Finance Minister and the
Government are able to defend the 1247, duty which
! they still impose on harvesters, reapers and mowers
When in the markets of the world Canadian manu-
| facturers can pass their competitors, the continued
imposition of a protective duty is wholly indefensible,
| and amounts to levying tribute on the agricultural
‘ industry,—on the farmers who are producers, and on
consumers of agricultural products everywhere—that
| the fortunes of individuals may be enormously en-
hanced.
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Inance mentioned that
there were three firms in z

anada manufacturing harveste
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tional Harvester Co. of Ha ) 0 ot . however,

Wood Co. of Smith’s Falls. He did n _
Mention that the two first manufacture in the United

States as well as in Canada and virtually control the
market in the two countries, so that 8o far as the re-
duction in duty on these commodities 18 concerned, the
farmer will look in vain for any benefit from the
reduction. 3 Lok

Mr. White made one interesting admission. Hte S::d’

i . nadian manufacturer
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: taken collectively, grown only 5% times. Exports in

all manufactured goods in 1894 amounted to $7,690,755
and in 1913 to $43,692,708.

A comparison from another point of view is equally
significant. Taking manufactured goods as a whole
Canada imports more than ten times as much as she
exports. Last year Canada imported manufactured

oods to the amount of $462,461,943. Her exports
of all manufactured goods amounted to $43,692,708.
or not quite one-tenth of what she imported. Just the
contrary is the case with agricultural implements.
Last year Canada imported agricultural implements




