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if anything, to low by ooming down flat-
footedly.

In contrast with Mr. Laurier, though 
he ia caat in a much more msssire politi 
cal mould, we notice f that Right Hon. 
Joseph Chamberlain, leader of the Liberal 
Unionist party of Great Britain, has not 
hesitated to come down .with a definite 
policy. No one can'^Pfcge him with 
having played fast and looee with that 
burning question—Home Rule; butin 
default of its settlement, he has boldly 
come out with a demand for social re­
forms, which he and many others hare 
made up their minds mus^ no longer be. 
deferred, pending 'the ^ passage of what 
ap;>eara for the present to be impassable 
legislation on the Iri^h question. His 
social reform measure looks to the fur­
nishing of state aid to artisans for the 
purchase of homes of their own, aod for 
the granting of old age pensions. When 
we look outside of the criminal and i briffc- 
less class to the large number of honest 
men and women, not alone in the Mother 
Country, but eren among ourselres who, 
in the ordinary course of things, and 
through no fault of their own, are unable 
to live upon what they earn and in the 
event of whose death their families are 
plumred into dependence upon their 
neighbors and friends, if not as in Eng­
land upon the rates, we shall see the 
wisdom of the two provisions in Mr. 
Chamberlain’s programme which we have 
named. Better, far better, we say, to 
assist people to secure homes of their 
own while they are able to work and pay 
for them by the exercise of industry and 
frugality, than leave them when old and 
helpless to become the dependents of the 
Old Country Boards of Guardians or the 
occupants of the jails and refugees where- 
uver they may happen to be. Better, too, 
to organise a pension fund to which they 
can contribute, however small an amount, 
when in their full health and streng h, 
than have them standing at the street 
corners appealing for aid or the objects of 
the attentions of those charities whose 
mis-ion is to relieve the poor whom uudet 
present conditions we have always with 
us. - We say that in our opinion there 
would at an early day be effected a con 
sidorable saving in the public expendi­
tures in this direction, while another 
effect would be to put an end to what in 
that event might be eventually called the 
crime of pauperism, for the sturdy inde- 
I oiiduuee of the people would come to 
regard, save under oxoeptional circum­
stances, th se who were not self-support­
ing or provided ' for byytmeftr friends, as 
offenders against the laws-and institutions 
of the country. This is a kind of politics 
that is far mere beneficent than the 
wranglings among partisans and the dis­
putations into which the discussions of
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the most vitally important topics bare 
the tendency to degenerate.

Then, Mr. Chamberlain's bill p-oposee 
to limit the hotirs of labor in shops and 
factories, to restrict pauper alien immi­
gration and provide a new Employers' 
Liability Act These are all objects of 
the mest desirable description. The lim­
itation of the hours of labor which has to 
be provided is not, however, the subject 
about which we hear so much among the 
blatant demagogues in these days. No 
man need give more then a fair day's 
labor for a fair day'p pay, and no honest 
employer will expect more, the remedy, 
should a grievance exist being in fhe 
hands of the men themselves, while few 
disputes, after recent experiences, will be 
allowed to go the length of extreme con­
troversies without the assistsnoe of some 
Outside instrumentalities being invoked. 
But what is wanted is to put a stop to the 
system of white slavery that is known 
to exist in many cities under which cer­
tain descriptions of cheap clothing are put 
together, and cigars, are manufactured, 
etc. Pauper alien labor must be restric­
ted, and we question if our American 
neighbors are at all astray in the steps 
which they are so vigorously taking 
against alien—not to mention pauper- 
labor. We know in Victoria how much 
its introduction has disadvantaged our 
own fellow citizens. As for the liabilities 
of employers, let them be defined to the 
strict limit of justice and then let them 
be enforced without the slightest waver­
ing.

Referring to Mr. Chamberlain's pro­
posed reforms, there are two of them 
which occur to us as of singular appro­
priateness to the conditions of this Pro­
vince. One is that of assisting people to 
establish themselves in their own homes, 
the other is that of making provision for 
old age pensions. It may be said that 
we ere a young community and cannot 
possibly embark in such enterprises. Be­
sides, there are some who will say that it 
is none of the business of the Province to 
deal with such matters ; moreover, they 
will allege that our conditions are such 
that there ia no necessity for making this 
departure. We have, it may be said, no 
pauperism among us, and there is no use 
in meeting the devil halfway. But there 
is a good old maxim that an ounce of pre­
vention is worth a pound of cure, and the 
depression that has everywhere prevailed 
has been sufficient to show to Victorians 
and to British Columbians that there are 
people among us whose di*t*uoe from 
want in only so great as a few days lack 
of work may determine. At present roost 
of these are householders who pay rent 
to some one, and in one way or another 
contribute to the municipal, provincial 
and Dominion revenues. Some of them

Were only a few months since assisted in 
their extremity by individuals or institu­
tions. Some of them, too, were in pos­
session of little properties, in the pur­
chase or construction of which they had 
expended some of their earnings. Some 
of those properties have either been 
mortgaged up to quite as much as they 
would bring at the present time, and • 
upon others the mortgagee have already 
been foreclosed. We are looking for­
ward to the time when these people will 
be in full work again and when it might 
be possible for them to once more put 
something by.

The Provincial Government has in the 
past—though that policy has now been 
abandoned—expended considerable money 
in bringing out settlers. Why, then, 
since some of the long-headed statesmen 
of the motherland have deemrd it -by no 
means outside of their function to do 
something towards establishing people in 
their own homes, could not something of 
the kind be considered here by the Par­
liament which is so soon to meet 1 The 
provincial credit is good and it has been 
able to ra se on advantageous terms the 
money that was required for enterprises 
in no way more commendable. As The 
Commercial Journal has more than once 4 
observed, there is an element among * 
us whose energies at present are not being 
turned to the beet advantage. Why not 
put an experimental colony on the land 
and give them what might prove to be 
the opportunity of their lives 1 As for 
the pension scheme^ that might be de­
ferred pending the result of the other ex- « 
périment in the direction of paternal env­
eniment. The people, if once they were 
established on the land, would become 
consumers of manufactured products, for 
which the home market would be by so 
much increased. This subject is at least 
one which should have atteuiion.

D Late of London. Knglnmk. general family 
and obstetric practice, with special-attention 
to diseases of children and diseases of the chest 
and stomach; over twenty-five years’ experi­
ence ; many years, a member of the British 
Hommpathic Society. British Uynuwological 
Society and Pathological Society of London.

UR. WILLIAMS may be consulted at all 
hours at hlH otllce and residence, 6* Pandora, 
near Quadra street, city. Telephone 16A

DOMINION HOTEL
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