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Iiuntirif Syniwl for Um rvAHoii tlm* Km-ti l>y him 
i iU wv<'iiU>4'iitli Mtwsion, will (tirtlmr vx|>liun tin- 

gnnfriiw f«’ll “l rit|irvw<iiiU*<l um o|.|h,h<m| d,
fj*^ol>Horviuic»> of Hit* <Uy : " 1 wroU) frum Lomlon 
to the rt«x:r«'tary, requesting him to wummoii tin

i t — • I I». I ;. f I 11 ! > u • r (lii riil iiriiiiin li<.I,,..

CANADIAN CHURCHMAN. 74;'

till) SiS'.ri'Uiry, r«*|in!*wun mm wi Mummmi um 
Synod for the 3rd <>( ItomUir. <>n returning hume 
Itonnd thut that day had been appoiuUxl ns thu hay 
of Oeneral Thanksgiving, and it would 1«- iinmi-mly 
if thu Church of England clergy nhi.tihl ignore thu 
moolamatiou by meeting iu Hyuod instead of hold 
mil Divine Service in their churcheM on Thanksgiving 
D*y. I tin refore prorogued the Synod lot mix
BOOtliM

Buxton II. Smith,
Acting Hector S. George'* Cathedral.?

/ Kingaton. Nov. 2O./1H0Ü.
[Our remark* were ha*ed upon the reference* of 

the Toronto |ia|>en« to the Bishop of Ontario * sur 
mon. We felt that the improwuon which these re 
ference* were *ure to produce ought to be corrected. 
We are glad to find from Mr. Smith'* letter that they 
altogether mi «represent hi* IxmUlnp of Ontario'* 
intiment* amt teaching, which i* wholly iu the hue 
our article advocated.~~Kn. C. C.

Trinity University
Sir.—Now that Archdeacon liodford Joue* has

Ekeu. it will be in order for Mealier men to Lake up 
quc*tiot(. Without doubt, every institution iu 

Canaria mdst be Vauarliau, if it a*piro* to hold the 
affection* of Canadian»». It lia* lwen for year* clear 
to me am If U> other* that we cannot work au y m*ti 
lotion iu/thi* country in obedience to the traditions 
of another civilization. last any Englishman who 
has boy*f grown up. educated iu tho common school* 
and high school* of the country, cou*nier the promin­
ent characteristic of those young fellow*. 1* it uot, 
•• We ape Vauarliau " ? And this i* right.

Clue (cannot measure the poiutibilitie* of Trinity, 
take her part iu moulding the young life of 

Kvery Churchman’* son should be able, so 
far a* College restriction* are courx-ruetl, to take his 
degree at Trinity. Again, the hope* of Churchmen 
are built on Trinity, for we do uot see at present any 
other institution that can do the true work of the 
Church. Protestant but not sectarian. Catholic but 
not Roman, holding “ the Faith," let her go forward 
and fear nothing.

Alfred Osborne, Markham.

-The Drink did It"

^unban ^rljool Itsson.

Second Sunday In Advent Dec. 7, 1890

8m,—The editorial note in your issue of 20th 
November, under the title ** The terrible effects of 
drink," is a *i»ociiueu of tho misleading paragraphs 
one see* *o often in newspapers. With all due re-

r t, 1 would suggest that such a way of regarding 
" Drink question " is out of date. Drutikenness 
is no longer regarded scientifically as a cause of 

crime and insanity, but as a symptom of moral or 
intellectual weakuess. It is uot true that the “ drink 
did it," or that the array of horrors so often paraded 
are really the terrible effects of drink. We must 
seek a deeper cause. There is far more gluttony 
than drunkenuess iu the world, and when you quote 
96 per cent, of crime or 70 per cent, of insanity as 
traceable to “ Drink,” you might quote 99 per cent, 
(just a* logically) as traceable to gluttony—over 
eating. The scriptures are full of warnings about 
gluttony in connection with all sorts of impiety and 
crime ; every one knows how " high living," even 
Mnoug total abstainers, proves au incentive to crime, 
as we put it.

If the cause be deeper, then, which is it ? When 
a murder is committed, reasonable people do not 
stop at the knife or the pistol, and say steel did it, 
or powder did it, or rave about the terrible effects of 
knives and revolvers. They seek for deeper causes : 
motives, objects, intentions—primary causes. So in 
all these terrible effects, we must not be content to 
find drink as the cause. How is it that a man 
allows himself to take stimulant in excess, when he 
must know that he is loading himself with a danger­
ous weapon, a very sensitive explosive, which may 
carry wreck and ruin to those who QUght to lie his 
nearest and dearest ? No other cause can be assigned 
but a defective moral sense, a criminal carelessness, 
a want of natural affection. Sometimes we hear 
such a statement : when sober, he is one of the kind­
est men living, but a fiend when under the influence 
of drink. All fudge ; no really kind or good man 
would put himself under the influence of drink, 
knowing how it would lead him to act. The man who 
loads himself up in that way ought to be treated on 
a par with him who carries a lighted match into * 
powder magazine, or carries a dirk-knife or a loaded 
revolver about the streets. He should be put where 
his utter disregard of the safety of his fellows will 
not do harm—a criminal not because of drink, but 
because he take* it !

Smilax.

I'rmiti prayer and public prayer arequite different 
tluugh , hut people ofteu forget this fact and pray 
lor themselves alone, when they meet together 
ostensibly to.offer prayers and praise* a» one famih/, 
each for tin»-other, and all for the Church. This 
lesion IS on I Mi, 1‘rayer and the way of conducting

I. Till: I’lihshNCK.

\N lieu “ the trumpeters aud singers were as one, to 
make one to be heard in praising and thanking
the bon!............. the glory of God filled the Houseof
the Lonl. (2 Chron. v.,18, 14.) Thus did God show 
by the viable sigu of His presence, His acceptance 
of the worship offered. Our places of public worship 
are hallowed in the same way, although not visibly; 
for our Lord has promised to lie in the midst of those 
who arc gathered together in His name. (S. Matt, 
xviii. 20. I If we wculd but realize that He always 
listens to the prayers, and watches the actions of 
the congregation, there would bq less irreverence 
and fewer wandering thoughts during the service. 
Who would then dare to mock God by pretending to 
kneel ' Hut Christ, our Lord, has not only told it» 
to meet together in prayer: He has also »et the 
example. It was His custom to attend the synagogue 
service rejularig (S. Luke iv. 16); and, whenever 
possible, the Feasts in Jerusalem. The glory of the 
second Temple was greater than the glory of the first, 
because the “ Desire of all nations " came to it. 
i Hag. ii. 7, 9.)
II. Thk Promise.

God has said that the praises of men honour Him. 
(Ps. i. 23), aud He not only allows us to ask for what 
we w’ajpt, but command» us to do so. What is the 
be*t aud most scriptural way of praying and praising 
God publicly 0 is it better to use a Liturgy (or fixed 
form of pray r) than to leave everything to the will 
of the min ster? Our Church for many reasons 
claims that it is.

1. Note the warning words, “ Be not rash with thy 
mouth," etc. (Eccles. v. 2) How can the congre­
gation be sore that the ejctemporaneou» prayer of the 
minister will be reverent, and will express all their 
desires, without “ vain repetitions."

2, A petition addressed to an earthly monarch by 
his subjects is carefully composed beforehand. Surely,

Ctitions Addressed to the “ King of kings" are at 
ist as important.
8. The Jewish Church used a Liturgy," and had 

special prayers for marriages, burials, etc. Eight­
een Collects, said to have been composed by Ezra, 
are still in the Jewish Prayer Books. The Psalms

gether " (Prov. xxii. 12) on an equality. Thank 
God, the system of “ free seats " is spreading. Tl^ere 
should not be good seats for the rich, and poor seats 
for the poor. All are alike in God’s sight, aud, iu 
church at least, no difference should be made |S. 
James ii. 2-6).

jfamily Pairing.

were regularly used. (2 Chron. xxix. 80) God 
Himself told them to use particular forms on cer­
tain occasions. (Num. vi. 24, 26 ; Dent. xxi. 7 : xxvi. 
5, 11: 12, 15.) . .

4. Oar Lord sanctioned the use of forms, by join­
ing in the liturgical services of the Temple and 
Synagogues. He also gave the disciples a form of 
prayer, (S. Luke xi. 1) and the words to be used in 
baptizing. (8. Matt, xxviii. 19.)

5. The early Church prayed “ u-ith one accord," 
(Acts i. 14; iv. 24), and used psalms and hymns 
(Col iii 16) The custom of saying “ Amen,” as a 
congregational response, seems to have been usual 
from the very first. (1 Cor. xiv. 16. bee also Dent, 
xxvii. 15, 26.)

6. Liturgies were used universally for many
centuries. . ... , ,

7. It has been proved by experience that no body 
of Christians can keep the faith and doctrine un­
changed for centuries without a Liturgy.

8 The use of “ forms of prayer ' makes it possible 
for the congregation to “ agree ” in word, weU as 
spirit, and so to claim the great, promise attached to 
united worship (S. Matt, xviii. 19).

9 When all join in using the same prayers and 
praises, the “Communion of Saints" becomes an 
apparent fact. All the members of the body unite 
•^as one, to make one sound." See the advantage of 
union (Bodes. iv. 9-12)
III. The Picture.

If the worship of the angels is copied on eartb, 
our churches are like pictures of Heaven. We join 
•• with Angels and Archangels " m praising God, so 
nnr service theirs, mast be reverent. They fall tonAip (Iter. ™. 11); let oe not be

kK(iod’e<HoaM should be used only for Hie glory 
/c johnii 14-17). This buying and selling in the 
1 utor courts of the Temple, was very wrong ; although 
perhaps tiieJews thought that as it was for the 
sacrifices God would allow it, so do some people now 
S concerts, for charitable purposes, m their
Chtoîntther way the Church ought to be a picture 

Heaven. There "the nch and poor meet to-

Second Sunday in Advent.
A SOLDIER OF CHRIST.

What is a soldier ?
A man in uniform who fights. That’s the 

easiest sort of answer to the question, but not quite 
a right answer.

For uniform doesn’t make a soldier. And 
merely fighting doesn’t make one either. You 
might fight for the sake of hurting somebody, but 
that sort of fighting certainly wouldn t make you 
a soldier.

A soldier must fight for a reason, and a good 
reason too. An English soldier fights to defend 
his country, or to take the part of some other country 
which is being oppressed—«small country perhaps, 
that is put upon by a big one.

Ah ! yes ; those are good reasons for fighting, 
and not only good, but fine and noble ones as 
well.

Now let us see what sort of man a soldier ought 
to be.

Why surely, first of all, he must be brace. Of 
course he must be that, not a bit afraid, not a bit 
inclined to run away when he sees the enemy. (I 
dare say, however, it's hard not to feel a little
afraid jilst at first.) ________

But depend upon it, he can’t fight well if he’s 
got real feat in his heart—fear that the enemy is 
too strong for him, and he shall get beaten.

Why it has been said that Englishmen tight so 
well just because they never know when they are 
beaten 1 If things go against them, they are not a 
bit cowed, but are up again and full of pluck. 
They believe they can beat the enemy, and that 
just makes all the difference.

But let a soldier be out of heart and he will 
begin to be afraid directly. And then it’s all over 
with him. He thinks he’s going to get the worst 
of it, and then in nine cases out of ten he does get 
the worst of it. Which is a pity, but quite true 
all the same.

Now what is all this to do with you who are 
reading this book at this minute ? Why a great 
deal. For what I want to tell you is, that there’s 
fighting going on all round you. And the fight­
ing is every bit as real as that with cannons and 
swords and rifles. Only it goes on for the most 
part out of sight. And it doesn’t make a great 
deal of noise either.

But for all that, it is done by soldiers, soldiers 
that have really and truly enlisted, and have a 
grand Name and a grand Banner to fight under.

The name and title are, Soldiers of Christ. 
And the Banner has a Cross, Christ’s Cross upon 
it.

And He is the Captain and Head, and every 
soldier, young and old, has Him in sight when he 
goes into battle. Wherever he is, he isn’t far 
from his Captain, but quite near.

And what is the enemy ? Ah ! that’s summed 
up in one short word, Sin. Sin wants to be 
master, remember that, and so we must always be 
fighting him. It’s a glorious fight too, a great 

finer than cutting down live enemies in 
battle !

Well, we think about that sort of fighting 
to-day, and about being a soldier in that great 
Army that is scattered all over the world. Yes, it 
is everywhere. Sometimes there’s a brave soldier 
in a little narrow street, and there’s another out 
at work in the fields, and another shut up in a 
dull dark office. The place makes no difference. 
Wherever the soldier is, he can fight.- That is the 
main thing.

Perhaps the best fighting goes on in out-of-the- 
way comers. I am i iclined to think it does— 
sometimes at any rate.

We said the soldier’s first requisite was to be 
brave. So it is. Well, a Christian soldier must 
be distinctly brave to begin with.

What does that mean ?


