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INTERNATIONAL

BIBLE LESSONS.

SECOND QUARTER: STUDIES ABOUT THE |
KINGDOM OF .JDAH. !

B. C. 590. LgssoN 1v. THE RECHA-
BITES : or, Safety in Obedience. Jer.
35,12.19. April 28th.

EXPLANATORY.

VERSE 12. THEN cAME. This chapter
is evidently misplaced in the record. Its
events took place at least seventeen ycars
before those of the last lesson, and it
should be dated B. C. 607, instead of B.
C. 590. Jerusalem was then suffering its

first siege from the Chaldeans, and was

crowded with refugees from all parts of
the Jand. Socn after King Jehoiachim was |
slain, the city was captared and pillaged,
the yeung king Jehoiachim, and many of
the noble families | Daniel and his com-
panions among them], were carried away
to Babylon. From this date, B. C. 606,
the seventy years of captivity began,
though the final destruction of the city
and extinction of the State did not take
place until B, C. 590, under the last king,
Zedekiah. Jeremiah. See note on verse 1
of the last lesson.

13. LoeD oF HOSTS. A title applied to
Jehovah, as the ruler of the armies of the
universe. God of Israel. The God of all
the earth. He was the God of Israel in
a peculiar sense since he had chosen this
nation as the depository of divine truth,
and the bearer of salvation to the world.
Judah. ' The kingdom was now reduced
within the narrowest boundaries; its cit-
ies destroyed and villages depopulated :
the people huddled in dread of their Chal-
dean - foes at the capital; and the State
heaving with the throes of speedy dissolu-
tion. Will ye not recewe instruction ?
When counsel has proved unavailing, a
wise parent gives reproof. Here God
shows his people their dissolution by a
striking illustration. [Teacher, keep your
class reminded that God is our father, in-
structing, rebuking, punishing, only as. a
loving parent must his obdurate child.

14. JonaDAB. More correctly, Jehona-
dab. The founder of the Rechabites, a
clan of the Kenites, a family related to
and allied with Israel, though not des-
cended from Jacob. Jonadab was one of
the puritans of his day, and took an act-
ive part in Jehu’s bloody reformation of
Israel. (2 Kings 10, 15-23.) He strongly
enjoined upon bis descendants the main-
tenance of their nomadic customs. They
were forbidden 1, to build or inbabit
houses. 2. To sow seed or plant vine-
yards. 3. To drink wine or strong drink;
and were required to live in tents, apart
from the temptation of cities. The pur-
poses of these peculiar usages was, doubt-
less, to preserve their individuality in
an ascetic life, of some-religious charac-
ter. On the invasion of Judea by the
Chaldeans, they took refuge in Jerusalem
where Jeremiah holds them up as an ex-
ample to the people. After the captivity
they appear to have settled at Jabez, in
Judah. (1 Chron. 2, 55.) Not to drink
wine. Wine was the symbol of a luxuri-
ous, flesh-pleasing life, besides being
dangerous and tending to drunkenness.
If the pure wines of that day were to be
discountenanced, the vile, drugged com-
pounds now in use ought vertainly to be
east aside and forbidden. Let every par-
ent and teacher exert a strong in-
fluence, and set a wholesome example,
of total abstinence from all intoxicants.
Unto this day. . Though two hundred and
fifty years bad intervened since the com-
mandment was given, still it was sacredly
obeyed. Among Oriental races great
honour and reepect are paid to the autho-
rity of parents ; a trait in which our peo-
ple may wisely copy them. Saida young
man, “I thought that | was treating my
mother with respect, while she was living,
but now that she is dead, I recollect with
sorrow many acts of neglect and disobe-
dience : but it is now too late to atone for
them!” I have spoken unto you. God
bad given commandment to his people, as
well as Jonadab to his family. 1. One
came from buman authority, the other
from divine. 2. Ope was from a man
long since dead, the other from a God
ever-living. 3. One was given onmce for
all, the other bad been repeated and urged
again and again, by the lips of faithful
messengers. 4. One was without sanction
or penalty, the other carried with it the
erown of abundant reward, and the sword
of stern punishment. 5. One involved no
moral obligation, but seemed in some re-
spects harsh and unreasonable, the other
required only what was just and right.
God’s honest due. 6. One, the human
command, was obeyed to the letter : the
other, the divine law, was scorned and
despised. Rising early. Sending repeat-
edly, by the voices of prophets and reli-
gious teachers, by the open book of the
law, and by the solemn monitions of con-
science. Ye hearkened not. We wonder
at Judah’s rejection of God’s word; what
shall we say of those who, in the higher

15. MY SERVANTS THE PROPHETS. In
every generation of Jewish history, from
the age of Samuel to that of Ezra, we
find prophets standing as God’s accredit
ed representatives. The greatest proph-
ets appeared in the darke.t epochs, an
Elijah in the days of Jezebel, an Isaiah
while Manasseh reigned, a Jeremiah at
the fall of Judah, and an Ezekiel during
its captivity. When Yhe canon of Scrip
ture was completed, the order of propbets
ended, for, since, men can find in the
written word instruction in righteousness.
Return. Three commands: 1. Return. 2.

Reform. 3. Worship the Lord. Ye shall |

dwell. Every page of Judah’s history has
a divine lesson. Stability, strength and
success were in God’s way ; weaknessand
ruin in the path of sin: principles as cer-
tain in their application at the present
time, both to nations and to men.

16, 17. THE 80N8 OF JONADAB...THIS
PEOPLE. The strong light cast upon the
filial reverence of the Rechabites onmly
makes the wickedness of the Jews the
darker by contrast. I will bring upon
Judah. Though the destruction came
from the command of Nebuchadnezzar
and the swords of the Chaldean legions,
yet it was from tbe hand of God, who
used their ambition and lust of power as
the unconscious instruments of his will.
All the evil that I have- pronounced. The

sword bas been so long threatened, and |

so often sheathed, that the people had
ceased to expect it. Buat eighteen years
afterward it descended. The capital was
burned, the State was blotted out, most of
the population perished, and the remnant
of Judah was carried afar to captivity be-
side the rivers of Babylon.

18, 19. BECAUSE YE HAVE OBEYED...
YOUR FATHER. God always rewards hon-
our and reverence to parents. |Teacher,
do not fail to enforce this duty.] AU,
They had not tried, as children often do.
to evade compliance, but had faithfully
and scrupulously kept their father’s com-
mandment. Shall not want a man. Sball
never be without a descerdent. Other fam-
ilies were destined soon to become ex-
tinct, in those days of blood ; but this line
was promised perpetually. To stand be-
fore me. There are strong evidences that

here is a ref th bip in the |
ik gyl dec st New -Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland, and the Bermudas,

temple : from which some have concluded
that the Recbabites were adopted into the
tribe of Levi. and assigned a part in the
nitnal of service. Forever. A traveler,

Benjamin of Tudels, in the twelfth cen- '

tury, A. D.,, met a tribe numbering one
hundred thousand, claiming descent from
Rechab, and maintaining the ancient cus-
toms. In 1827, Dr. Wolff found them in
Arabia, recognized as coming from the
original stock, and still faitbful to their
laws. In 1862 Signor Pierotti read before
the British Association an aceount of his
own visit to them, near the Dead Sea.
[See Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible, Ar-
ticle, RECHABITES.

GoLDEN TEXT: Will ye not receive in-
struction to hearken to my words P saith
the Lord. Jer. 35, 13.

DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION: 2he autho-
rity of God.

The next lesson is Jer. 52, 1-11.

—— o el ——

How 10 BE M1segABLE.—The best re.
cipe we know, 1f you want to be miserable
is to think about yourself, how much you
have lost, how much you have not made,
and the poor prospects for the future. A
brave man with a soul in him gets out of
such pitiful ruts and laughs at discour-
agement, rolls up his sleeves, whistles and
sings, aud makes the best of life. This
earth was never intended for Paradise,
and a man who rises above his discour-
agement, and keeps his manhood, will
only be the stronger and better for bis
adversities. Many a noble ship bas been
saved by throwing overboard its most
valuable cargo, and many a man is better
and more bumane after be bas lost bis
gold.

— g ¢ S———— ~

A little girl went to church one Sab.

%ath. Sbe listened with all ber might.

Mr. Adams preached to grown up people,
so she probably did not take much of the
sermon for berself, but when she came
home she said, “ Mother, is Jesus a Sav-
jour for a little girl nine years old P”

For SorE THROAT, Sudden Colds, and
Diphtheria, no remedy bas ever been dis-
covered so powerful to cure- as Davis’
Parx KiLLER. As a Lisiment, it bas no
equal in curing Rbeumatism or Neural:
gia, Burns and Bruises, and wound of
every description. It is the oheapen.t and
best remedy ever offered to the public.

e ———————

AMERICAN APPRECIATION OF CANA-
pIAN REMEDIES.—A wholesale iron mer-
chant of Boston, Mr. Wm. P. Tyler, of
the firm of Arthur G. Tompkins & (.‘,o.,
lately got his ankle sprained and knowing
the value of GRAHAM'S Pain ERADICA-
ror in such cases sent for a supply,
which he writes soon cured bim. He gave

a bottle to a friend suffering from th |’

same complaint who found similar results

privileges of to-day, refuse to hear ?

from its use.

MACDONWNWAILD & CO
IMPORTERS OF CAST AND

With Fittings of every description.

BRASS AND COPPER TUBES, SHEETS ETC..
STEAM AND VACUUM GAUGES, HAND AND POWER UMPS.

Rubber Hose and Steam Packing.

MANUFACTURERS OF ALL KINDS

ENGINEER BRASS FITTINGS.

Also—The heavier description of

BRASS and COPPER WORK
FOR:STEAMSHIPS, RAILWAYS, TANNERIES,] ETC.

NosbiG%toHZBarringtonStreet, - - - - - Halifax.

Victoria Steam Confectionery Works,
WA TEHEHRIL.OO STRRART,

We call the attention of WHOLESALE DEALERS and others
to our STOCK OF '

 PURE CONFECTIONS

Some of which will be found entirely new to the trade. We invite their inspec
tion and solicit a share of their | atronage.

W HOLHSAIL ONLY,

J. R. WOODBURN & (0.,

Victoria Steam Confectionery Works, Waterloo St.. St. John
N.B, '

R. WOODBURN. (dec. 1B H. P. KERRE.

“METHODISM
EASTERN BRITISH AMIRICA.”

FIRST VOLUDMIE.

Being a History of the Rise and Progress of ‘Methodism in Nova Seotia,

with collateral facts and characters in these Provinces, down to the year 1818.
The Second Volume, now being prepared by the Author, will bring the History
down to the period of Union—1874.

Impartial readers, not members of the Methodist Church—men of high
literary standing—have pronoanced this the best History Nova Scotia has ever
produced.

The Book has been-put in the Market at a price which covers but little
more than the actual expense incurred by the author in its publication.

The style is clear, methodical and often eloquent. As an accurate opito:\ne
of dates and circumstances, it has been verified by competent judges.

Sold, or sent post-free, at $1.50. Discount to Minisers, Sabbath Schools
and the trade, at the

METHODST BOOXK ROOM
125 GRANVILLE STREET, HALIFAX, N.S.

LIBERAL TERMS TO ACENTS
NOTICHS OF THXE PRESS.

This work will be found a most interestingsvolume, e;fecia:l& to Methodists. The
time for its appearance had fully come. Such works as Mr. Smith's, connect them
selves with general literature, and they become of interest, not merely to the de nomi
nations ‘whose careers they describe but to every one interested in tracing the rise

and progress of a people.—Reporter, Halifaz.

As Methodism in the East and West is now consolidated into one organization,
this history of Mr. Smith’s is well adapted to make the Methodists of the West better
acquainted with the o:"irin and history of Methodism in the Edst, and thus bring them
into closer sympathy with the work of our brethren in the East. A fuller knowl
of that work will be a bond of fraternity and unity. The volume is hiﬁy creditab

e bespeak for it

to both the author and the publisher. It is up in good style. W
a wide circulation among t.ge readers of the %ugrdim"—ouardim.

It would be a means of grace, as well as a source of valuable information to our
ple ; and ought to be in every Methodist family.—Rev. . Stewart, D. D. Prof, o
heology, Mt. Allison.
invaluable as a repository of the annals of Methodism in this country. It o

wilti la. judicious chaptell)'oon d?o: Origin and Characteristics of Methodism, and .
chapter after chapter, gives the history of the évangelistic efforts and operations of the
Me&odlm, from 1769 to 1813. Mr Smith has evidently bestowed great pains on this
work. It is minute and comprehensive and appears to do ample dnstice to the subject.
We trust his services will be heartily appreciated and that he wi thus be en
to prosecute atask for which he seems peculiarly well qualified.— Presbyterian

Wiiness.

» less to say that the book is interesting, e: ally so to our Methodist
frienlc:li.. n‘?Wehifile the m;{n object kept in view by the .u:m’ has been to present an
authentic and reliable history of Wesleyan Methodism, he has necessarily embodied in
his narrative many historical facts of a fenenl character, bearing upon the condition
of the country soc{ally. morally and religiously, which are cal to render it val-
uable as a history to people (Fancnlly as well as to Methodi'u: The book is deserv-
ing of a wide circnl.&:: and careful perusal.—Chronicle, Halifaz.

typo hical appearance reflects credit upon the establishment from which it
enﬁ.hawa.gn ecworkprseably. written, and the information to be derived from it is in-
valuable.— Reporter, Fredericton.

We recommend our readers to procure it for themsqlves. It will do good both to
their heads and their hearts —Canada Methodist Magazine.

This book ought to be in every Method?st Sabbath School, side by side with the
first books in real merit.—Rev. D. D. Currie.

ders want to possess a history of heroic struggles and lgrioua triumphs
let tl{fzx;u;r?canre this book.p We trust that it will have a wﬁle circulation, especially
among those for whom it is chiefly written.— Recorder, London.

The Churches in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edw.ard Island, and th‘:_
Bermudas have found a painstakin historian in M.r. Watson Smith, who traces thei
rise and progress, and chronicles the names and doings of the pioneer missionaries
with loving care.— Recorder, London.
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