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(For ho Proilmlal Wealcyan.) 
fcATURDAY EVEN.NO.

BT LIZZIK LU U K.

O night, yo calm, so still ! With fond delight 
Thy peaceful steps 1 hail, and greet thee as a 

friend.
Sweet harbinger of rest—sweet herald of the 

dawn—
Entrance to hallowed joys, and stepping stooe 
To quiet Sabbath hours, and calm tepose.
No moonlight seems so lair and pure as thine ; 
No stars so sollly bright—no twilight shade 
So lull of pvaco. All nature septus subdued. 
And meditates on that mort wot.drtus gift 
Ol sacred rest to man. and silently adores.
As some overwearied traveller, who gains . 
The threshold of his ell-t odvaring home.
And in the pleasing prorpect seems awhile 
To lose the memory of the toilsome way,
The long and tedious way by which he came.
So let me lorget each harrowing care.
Each disappointment sore of the past week, 
And with glad spirit welcome thee again.
Dear ail thou to the honest sen ol toil.
As in the dusky distance gleams the light of 

home.
How chceilully leaps up the ruddy flame. 
Glowing and smiling o’er the unpolished walls; 
While pleasant on his ear come mingled tones 
From the bright group who joy to have him 

tome.
Six days ol patient labour being ended. 
Sweeter seems his simple, hard-earned fare, 
As lhankfully he counts each mercy o’er,
And hopefully looks on to coming days.
O night so pure ! Metbinks at thy approach 
All strife should cease, all anger be subdued ; 
Whilst guilt, who in the darkness walks abroad 
And multiplies her votaries, when thou 
In peace dost come, should shrink away for 

shame.
All should be joy, and happiness, and lore. 
Beneath thy gentle soul-subduing sway.
O night of dear remembrances ! when Iriends 
Long absent Irom our side seem to come back, 
And happy tones, and voices of the past 
Start up afresh and echo in the heart—
When gentle sisters, brothers true and kind, 
With pleasure-beaming faces, lovingly 
Around the dear old home-fire crowded ;
When sportive jest sod laugh beguiled the hour, 
And each to each recounted o’er some incident, 
Pleasing or painlul, of the bye-past week— 
Thoughts, feelings, fancies, fears, and hopes 

commingling.
No cold misjudging stranger near, to chill 
The sportive rivulet of speech, or cheek 
Its careless, easy, smoothly gliding flow.
How many in absent dear one missed to-night ! 
How many a vacant place at board at d hearth ! 
Some have gone forth on the world's heaving 

tide.
And strong ol heart and limb are straggling on ; 
Odiers, perchance more tender, sank beneath 
Their heavy, withering, weight of woe, and now 
They sweetly rest with those who sleep in Je­

sus.
Some have elsewhere found a quiet, happy 

home.
And gentle hearts to love them ; while some 
With youth’s bright crown just resting on the 

brow.
Have left the ark, and ne'er returned again.
Ah Î many a lonely mother weeps to-night 
O'er scattered household gems, and broken 

shrines,
And home-buds withered, when but just unfold­

ing.
AL ! many a gray-haired sire looks round the 

room.
And sighs lor dear ones that once clustered 

there ;
And buoyant forms 'round which his very being 
Seemed entwined—and looks and sighs again. 
And mures on ihe dream his life has been. 
Sweet night of rest, ol peace, of purity,
And hallowed memories ! A fitting time 
Thou seem'st for the tired child of earth 
To lay aside each cutnb'ring earth-born care, 
And. quietly retiring front its strife, 
lis life-consuming care, with jotful haste 
Unrobe the Spirit lor Eternal rest.

end be feela his own lack of effort, yet John |en"ln" the trulhfolness of opposing theories, necessity, be baptised. Heoce it is dear that, 
wa^pot without mairuciion mal advice, and in ^ lol„ ,MrUuj to their antagonist, the under the Gospel, infants are itiU continued 
accordance with this, was punc'ual in bw prayers , , 7* . exactly in the sameand a good boy. We have • good hope, that *hat they believed Ihe need they were de- “ *good boy. We have a good hope.----
among the redeemed above, be is with hi* saint- fending
ed and most noble mother, entered upon that 
rest which remains for the people ot God.

Some inline rsionist controversialists.

Dfflbiittial Sfttcslcjian.
WKHAESDAV. MtHCH 8, 1*71.

EDITORIAL NOTE.

From some cause which we cannot ex 
plain, the usual Leader, from our Contrib­
uting Editor, Itaa failed to reach lie in time 
for this week’s paper.

••ES MOCflTE GEWESEX SEIN."
“ rr MIGHT HAVE BEEN."

(From the Oeimanrf tfiemaiiJ.) 
Whene'er the heart by crazy sorrow bowed, 
Glooms o'er the gladsome days that have gone 

bv.
And thinks with anguish how its present lot 
Has been all blighivd by some dire mistake. 
Then sends it forth tho exceeding bitter cry 

“ It might hate been! ’’
Perchance the purple vintage, rich and rare, 
Radiant wilh lustrous shimmer, mantled e'er 
The crystal beaker, lured the taster on,
And plunged him down into the abysmal depths 
Of woe, whence ever comes the dire refrain,

•• It might hate been Z"
Or the world's deadening griefs and joys and 

cares
Some noble nature may have hardened o'er, 
Blunted his finer leelmgs, ta'en away 
His youthful aspirations, so that now 
The agonizing spirit can but groan 

“It might have been !”
Some fair, young, face, ma) bap, that ever Iresh 
Dwells in ihe mind, and may not be effaced 
From thence by lapse ol years,- the ooe, sole, 

love
01 a whole lifetime,—pale, spectre-like, comes 

forth
From memory's shadowy depths and whispers 

drear
“ It might hate been !”

Ah ! hopclesa.bap'.ess, cry ! Thy mournful tones 
May have no power o'er the heart that leels 
The Ghrist-mau for its friend., His cheering 

voice
That woke the dead ot old, ring, silver-clear. 
Dispels the rising gloom, and sa)s in words o! 

love
•' Peace, troubled heart.”

We have received the following nolo from 
Capt. J. D. Coffin, daied Sheerness, England, 
in January last. The ditlussing Lereavvtmnt 
which it reports will secure for him and bis af­
flicted laffiily the sympathy of all their friends 
iu Nova Scotia.

On the 22nd of Jan., a sad accident occurred 
on board Hie baiquc ViUili*. of Barrington, 
while lying at Faluioulh. England.

The Capt J. D. Cuttin. early in the morning 
as u.-ual, called to his sou, Jolm Sargent, a lad 
ol twelve year», to get op; lt.vre was no reply , 
anil lie was no where tv be louud. It was as­
certained. dial aller bis lallier bad gone to bed. 
wlin li was eaily. I*2 went on deck lor water. 
Sod was not seen to return.

1 i.u water cask to winch bo wonld go was 
cioie by the poop gangway, wh e i Lad il.ai af­
ternoon been op«*ucd and nut shut. The niglit 
was dark and sioruiy. the wind blowing haid; 
and no doubt the poor boy lell out vl" tins gang­
way. and allbough there waa a watch on deck. 
Was not seen or heard. Poor little Anhur, a 
sup broiber of lour years, wept as ihough his 
heart would break; hot when he saw hie father 
and mother in such grit f, hushed hie eries, and 
UH.it his most persuasive efforts to cuo ole 
tCt£L

.... father has tor many years deeply lament­
ed dm great and umveiaal deficiency III

(For the Provincial Wesleyan )
SHALL WE HAVE A GENERAL 

CONFERENCE ?

NO. II.
It was by a peculiar coincidence that our 

first leiter was published simultaneously 
with the appearance of a most gratifying 
telegram from Canada. Five or six of the 
Methodist bodies in the Western country 
have been already in consultation on the 
subject of union ! We were aware that oc­
casional allusions were made to that subject 
by the newspapers representiug those Bo­
dies, but there was but little hope in our 
mind that any further gravitating force was 
operating to bring the fragments into union

Any one well versed in the history of 
Methodism will hare observed the spon­
taneity of the entire movement from the be 
ginning. There has never been, (the fre­
quent assertions ol speakers and writers to 
the contrary, notwithstanding) a single 
mind or number of minds capable ot for- 
casting its history, or of moulding that his­
tory to suit their purpose. Most of our ef­
fect iou agencies and peculiar regulations 
have been the result of no predetermined 
intention, but of necessity, or iu other 
words, of the pressing requirements of our 
work. And it will be also seen that the 
great changes in our organization have 
been heralded from time to time by sugges­
tions,recommendations, appeals, emanating 
from different sources and originating with 
a felt necessity for alteration or amendment 
It is no wonder our people regard the sys­
tem as of Providential creation. If its 
inodes and means are wonderfully adapted 
to the best uf purposes in any land under 
th j sun, we are not indebted to any man 
lor the completeness of thi design. It has 
come together by gradual formation. God 
has been moulding it to suit Himself.

We would fain see, then, a new purpose 
of Providence in this craving for union 
among Methodists throughout the Dominion. 
For it may safely be assumed that tliewri- 
lerof these letters is only one of a large class 
in this Eastern Conference. And that a wide 
spread disposition toward combination ex­
ists throughout Canada may as safely lie 
inferred from recent movements among re­
presentatives there. Like arctic explorers 
gazing from the hilltops upon the return ol 
the sun after a long night of isolation, we 
may shake hands in welcoming a joyful day 
that will very soon dawn upon us !

While ten or twelve distinct Methodist 
boilies iu our Dominion, are thus narrow­
ing the space which separates them, there 
ran be no obstacle to a formation of our 
own Wesleyan interests into a compact or­
ganization. There is a Conference of 650 
ministers occupying the Western Provinces 
Ours of 150 ministers takes in five Pro 
vinces on the seaboard. We have already 
hinted at the great advantage which union 
wnutil secure to «sin our nntmonl influence.
While our Legislation was confined to the 
Provincial Houses of Assembly, we poss­
essed sufficient influence us a Conference to 
secure respect and justice. Now that the 
principal measures are discussed and enact 
ed at Ottawa, we ought to have such an 
amalgamation of our forces as would cor 
respond wilh the new character of our Leg­
islation.

There arc monetary considerations per­
taining to this subject. We are spending 
much more annually to obtain certain re­
sults in the working of our deliberative as­
semblies than we would under a combined 
existence. And the time included is of even 
more importance to us. In Prince Edward 
1 land the business of District Meetings 
brings brethren from both extremes of the 
Province to some central point, by the ordi­
nary facilities of horse-travel, for there are 
no railways. A week is thus spent, and a 
weary week it is to the brethren front dis­
tant localities. After reaching home a 
more serious journey still must be under­
taken to Conference. When that annual 
gathering assembles in a place as remote 
as Yarmouth for instance, there is an amount 
of wearaud weariness and expenditure of 
time aud money included which Ministers 
and Circuits must feel lo a great extent. 
The ease is even worse in Newfoundland. 
There travelling is confined to the uncertain 
and fatiguing voyages of" sailing craft. A 
deputation from thence lo Conference costs 
perhaps three hundred dollars. The min­
isters on such deputation must be absent 
from home at least six weeks. Our most 
favored circuits are subjected to such annu­
al loss of their minister's time as causes no 
little inconvenience. If the same period 
were even devoted each year to the breth­
ren for quiet retirement or change of scene 
aud recreation, the effect would be joyous 
rat her than grievous.

With several Conferences, and a Gener 
al Conference every third or fourth year, 
otir District Meetings might be dispensed 
w i h, and our business arranged to better 
advantage.

The only obstacle to union lies among the 
ministers. The agitation of any question 
like this does not fortunately for us, affect 
materially our general people. They are 
happy in seeing our cause prospering and our 
Ministers contented. Anything which con­
tributes to this end meets wilh their imme­
diate approval. We take the laity with us 
ij hearty co-operation into a union of Me­
thodism. They will hail it with delight.

Nor do any obstacles exist in this Eas­
tern Conference. It has been plainly sig­
nified by court cons proposals years ago from 
us to our Western brethren that we arc 
ready lo meet them on fair Methodistic 
terms. Their system would need no alter­
ation—we mutually possess the geuuine 
spirit, discipline and doctrines of our fath­
ers. Will they listen to us?

We will try to show in our next I that it 
wonld he quite worth their while. N

A. W. N.

EXAMINED AND CROSS-EXAMINED.

The immersionist style of argumentation has 
a marked and prominent peenliatity. Between 
Protestante and Catholics, between Arminiani 
and Calviuiits, there have been earnest and 
protracted discussions. Sometimes those d B- 
cusaiona have been warm and sharp, aed at 
other titnvi severely and unnecessarily bitter. 
Other questions have occasionally elicited de­

ll, u bate more or lese exerting. But in those dis­
training ot child re u iu the way they should go, Cassions the several contestants, while ehal-

liowever, a-sunie an entirely different position, 
and assume that Pedubaptisls do not believe 
the doctrines they teach in the pulpit, and 
practice at the altar.

Those iniincrsionista have acquired consider­
able facility in accusing Cbuitb of England. 
Presbyterian, Congrrgaiionalist, Lutheran and 
Methodist ministers of such gross dishonor 
and dissimulation, linmeisionist* sometimes 
obscurely hints that some of Ihe smaller preach­
ers among Pedubaptisls may believe there is 
authority fof sprinkling, and lor baptizing in­
fants in the Bible ; but the •• eminent re-holers, ’ 
•• and most pious divines,’’ it is affirmed, in alt 
Pedohaptisl denominations •• Know." and have 
“ Confessed” that there is no such authority, 
and that “the Baptist belief on the subject of 
baptism it tine.”

It is difficult to conceive how an insult can 
be more effectually offered to the Christian 
ministry than to charge it with having no faith 
in its utterances, and with continuous and 
acknowledged deception and duplicity. We 
think a slander so uiiealled-lor, and so untrue, 
should receive an indignant rebuke. Our Ana­
baptist friends seem to have renounced all pre­
tension» to the exercise of fraternal and Chris­
tian ebaiily. Wentworth says. ( Visitor, Feb. 
9th, 1871) : •* They who, in blindness or ob­
stinacy, keep the practice (of infant baptism) 
current, must sui render all claim to a charit­
able consideration.” Wentworth is true to the 
position he here assumes. His misrepresenta­
tions of his authors, front whom he pretends to 
adduce evidence, are indeed most uncharitable, 
as well as unj 1st. Wentworth appears to aim 
lo build up the Baptist creed by showing how 
dishonest Pcdubuptist ministers mure be. 
They do not believe what they teach, he 
affirms. They know their own doctrines are 
false, be asserts. They have repeatedly 
•■ confessed," lie declares that what they 
preach at the sacred desk, so far as the subject 
of baptism is concerned, is a deception, and 
what they practice at the font is a delusion, 
*• as wrong and as wicked in its old aye as in 
the infancy ot ils being."

We may here consider what Wentworth 
makes some ot his •• witnesses" say, in defence 
of bis position.

JACOBI EXAMINED.

Wentworlh puls Rev. Mr. Jacobi, a German 
clergyman, on the siand, ( Visitor, Feb. 9th, 
1871.) Jacobi taught the doctrine of infant 
baptism in his pulpit, and baptized the infant 
children of his people. Wentworth, however, 
tries lo make Jacobi *'confess" that he is a 
very dishonest niait. Jacobi, according to 
Wentworth's manipulation, appears to be a 
tolerably lair Baptist, and to •• admit" that 
** the Baptist belie! is true;*’ although Jacobi's 
pulpit teaching, ami his practice iu the house 
uf God, have been radically antagonistic there­
to. It it he true, as Wentworth indicates, 
that Christian, ministers may manilest such 
capriciousness as Jacobi, in Wmtworth's 
hands, appears to do, it were no wonder if in­
fidelity should more and more abound, and 
that many should learn to look wilh contempt 
upon the whole Christian system.

JACOBI CKOSS EXAMINED.

Unhappily we have not access to Jacobi's 
Theological Works. The peculiar way, how­
ever, in which Wentworth dismisses his “ wit­
ness" is rather suggestive. Wentworlh, after 
attempting to show, by Jacobi, that infant 
baptism is an “ innovation," an •• intruder," a 
•• subverter," and “wrong," and “wicked,' 
drops the subject wilh iliusc words; “Jacobi, 
In another brief paragraph, attempts o pten 
tor infant baptism. Those who wish to read 
it can consult Kitto's work. We have neither 
patience to copy It, nor space to publish it."

This is just like Wentworth. He says cer­
tain things calculated to put Jacobi in a false 
position. But, on the other hand, Wentworlh 
has not “paiiencu" to copy one “ brief para- 
graph" in Jacobi's defence. Why Wentworth's 
" patience" could not bear the strain is obvious.
1 he one “ bi ici paragraph" would not demand 
much time or labor in being copied ; but it 
would probably expose Wentworth's misrepre­
sentation. Then, again, the “ space to publish 
it" won d not be a veiy serious matter, as it 
was only one *• brief paragraph ;" and besides, 
if it were needful, the question of " space" 
mi^ht have been relerred to the Publisher ol 
the Visitor. We dwell upon Wentworth's po­
sition, in regard to Jacobi, because it reveals 
the artifice in which Wentworth indulges. He 
gives, in this instance as in others, a distorted 
view of his “ Pedobaplist witness," but will 
not permit his witness to speak one word in kn­
own delenee, except when it suits his peculiar' 
purpose, and his “ patience." We would sug­
gest that a more excellent way would he, to 
let an absent clergyman's reputation entirely 
alone, unless full justice can be awarded biiu. 
As Jacobi was virtually wrongfully accused, bc 
sliould have been allowed at least one briej 
paragraph in bis own defence.

NKANDKB EXAMINED.

Neander is examined by Wentworth, and 
made lo say ( Visitor, Dee. 22, 1870) i “ Since 
baptism marked the entrance into communion 
with Christ it resulted from the nature ol the 
rite that a confession ol faith in Jesus as the 
Redeemer would be made by the person to hi
baptized.......................... Wo cannot infer the
existence of infaut baptism Iroiu ihe instances 
ol the baptism of whole families."

NEANDER CROSS-EXAMINED.

Neander thinks (see his Planting and Train­
ing of the Chiishun Church’), there is no posi­
tive proof that intact baptism came “ imme­
diately from Christ him-ell." Neander could 
not ascertain definitely the beginning of this 
practice. “ Whet her,"’ he says, "this institu­
tion originated from an iiijuociiotl1 given by the 
earlier apostles," or “ au.oug the Jewish 
Christians," or whether Paul introduced it 
“first among heathen Christians," were still 
unsolved problems. Neander says: “ the 
evidence arising Iroro silence on this topic has 
therefore the greater weight.” When Christ 
lived among men, inlanls were, by divine au- 
ihority, taken into the Church by its initiatory 
rite. Christ did not come to destroy the pri­
vileges ol childhood, tie did no disturb the 
existing covenant so as to exclude children. 
If Christ had done so, the hostile Jews, ever 
ready to upbraid hiui, would have reproached 
Christ lor auempiiug to deprive innocent child­
hood uf its valued aud kcaveu-appoiuted pri­
vileges. The silence ol the record on this 
question is a convincing proof, that Christ did 
not take away the rights which bad so long be­
longed to the children of the church. God 
constituted in his church the membership ol 
iuUnts, and admitted ihSut to that privilege by 
a religious ordinance. The eitence uf the scrip­
tures shows that this tight of infants lo church 
membership was never taken «way: and this 
being the ease, infants must be received be­
cause God has appointed it; and since they 
must be received, it must bu either with bap-

same relatioe to God, end hi» 
church, in which they were originally placed, 
under former dispensations. In 1 Cor. vii, 14, 
we have, says Neander, “the fimdimemtat 
idea” from which infant baptism was “ devel­
oped," and by which it may be “justified.”

Neander fiuds, be says, “ a trace of infant 
beptisni in the time of Ireoeus;" and also that 
‘ in the third century it was recognized as an 

apostolic tradition." The testimony of Ireneus 
is iuqiortant. He was born about the year of 
our Lord 152, and died in 190. He.was in­
timât» with Polycarp, who bad been a compan- 
panion ol the Apostle John. His writings 
prove that infant baptism was the custom of the 
church in his dsy, and previous thereto. He 
speaks of it as an existing institution, without 
my intimation that it was. an innovation, but 
as though it had come from the apostle* them­
selves. Immersionists have attempted to 
weaken the evidence from Ireneus, but Nean 
der thinks it •• valid and incontrovertible,"(see 
K. Gvsch. b. ii. Abtb. ii. i. 649,550). Ireneus 
-peaks of infant baptism as being then (A. D. 
125 to 190) of universal recognition," and says 
it was based upon a “ profound Christian 
idea," (Xeandur's Ch: Hist; Vol. 1, p. 311). 
Ireneus was Bishop of Lyons, in France, and 
his writings not only prove that infant bap­
tism was practiced there, but was in his day 
universally recognized throughout the Christian 
Church in Europe, Asia and Africa.

iiaoenbacii examined.

Wentworth (Chris. Visitor, Jan. -6, 1871), 
makes Hagcnbach say : “The passages from 
Scripture cited io favor of infant baptism as a 
usage of the primitive church are doubtful and 
prove nothing."

HaOEXBACH cross-examined.

Hagenbacbjntroduces Tertullian to our no­
tice. Tertullian was born in the year 160. 
He published his treatise De Baptismo about 
the year 195. He opposed infant baptism. 
His opposition to infant baptism proves that it 
existed at the time his Work was published, 
about 195. and previous thereto. Tertullian 
conceived some strange and erroneous views 
on the bsptistic question generally. He 
“ adopted the superstious idea that baptism was 
accompanied with the remission of all past 
sins, and that sins committed alter baptism 
were peculiarly dangerous. He therefore ad­
vised that not merely infants, but young men 
and young women, should postpone their bap­
tism. He advised that, in all cases in which 
death was not likely to intervene, baptism 
should be postponed. “ Though Tertullian 
opposed infant baptism, he never spoke ol it as 
an innovation, but as an established, and every, 
where—prevailing, institution of the church. 
Moreover, if Tertullian could have said that in­
fant b-'ptism was “ an innovation," he would 
have so said ; no argument was surer or weight 
ivr in that age ; and he constantly appeals to it 
on other subjects. “ All attempts to invalidate 
this testimony have tailed. If any fact in bis 
tory is certain, it is that infant baptism was 
practiced iu Tertullian’* time, and long be 
fore,"(McClintock and Strong, Cyelo: Vol. 1, 
p. 649).

Hagenback (Chris. Doctrines, Vol. 1, p, 
201) also introduces Origen to our notice. 
Origen was born in the year 185, and 
died about 254. He lived in Palestine, and 
was a learned and laborious Christian miu- 
ialer. “ Origen speaks (McClintock and 
Strong, Cyeole, Vol. 1, p. 648,) in the most 
unequivocal terms of the baptism ol in­
fants as the general practice of the church in 
Ids time, and as hating been received from the 
upostUs. His testimony is as follows: “Ac­
cording to the usage of the church, baptism Is 
given even to infants’ (Bomil 8 in Letit, ch 
12). Again : • Infants are baptized for the for­
giveness of sins' (Bomil. in Luc. 14). Again :
• For this cause it was that the church received 
a tradition from the Apostles to give baptism 
even to infants' (Comm. Bom. 5; 9). Nean- 
der depreciate» this testimony (CA. Bist. 
1: 514), but without any real ground. Oi. 
any ordinary subject it would be taken as deci­
sive."

KNAPP examined.

Dr. Geo. C. Knapp is quoted by Wentworth 
(Visitor, Jan. 12, 1871) : “ There is no ex­
press command lor infant baptism found in the 
New Testament." Wentworth appear to 
think that Dr. Knapp's testimony is an “ un­
equivocal" “ emphatic" proof that inlant bap­
tism is " wrong" and “ wicked,"

KNAPP CROSS-EXAMINED.

Dr. George C. Knapp was a Pedobaplist 
clergy man, and Professor ol Theology in the 
University ol Halle. He show» that •• infant 
baptism was at the time ol Tertullian (born 
A. D. ICO) in common use." He also shows 
that although there is no express command in 
ilw New Testament for baptizing infants, any­
more than for baplizing women, yet he affirms 
i hat infant baptism is not opposed to the will of 
Christ and the principles ol His religion, but is’ 
entirely suited to both ; and that infant baptism 
was probably practiced even in the apostolic 
church. He also affirms: "That infant bap­
tism was very common shortly alter the times 
vl the apostles, bolh in the Eastern and West 
eru churches, admits of no doubt, if all the his­
torical data are compared.” (Knapp'e Chris. 
Then. p. 435.)

Dr. Knapp examined the testimony of Ori­
gen, and found it conclusive as he thought that 
“ the church had received infant baptism as a 
tradition from the apostles;" and that in 
Origen'» time “ infant baptism was universally 
present in the church ;" and that “ Origen waa 
himself baptized in infancy," There can be no 
nine mentioned," says Knapp, " in which the 
baptism of infants was first introduced after 
i he death of the apostle». Therefore it must 
have existed Irom the beginning. Neither Ter- 
lullian nor Pelagius knew ol a later origin of 
it."

Although Dr. Knapp thought the writings of 
Justin Martyr do not turnish evidence “ suffi­
ciently decisive" as to the practice of infant 
baptism, shortly alter Ihe times ot the apostles 
“ both in the Eastern and Western churches ;" 
yet,in his judgment, other “historical data" 
so settle the quest iou that it “admit» of no 
doubt." Justin Martyr wrote his Apology 
about the year 138. He declare» that there 
were among Christiana, in his time, " many 
persons of both aexea, some sixty and some 
seventy years old who had been made disciple* 
to Christ from their inianey," and who moat 
therefore have been baptized during the life­
time of some of the Apostles.

We should keep the main-point» at issue in 
this discussion distinctly in view.

1. Wentworlh has called a number of Pedo­
baplist clergymen “ to testily that the Baptist 
behe/ is true ;" and to prove that infant bap­
tisms sprung into existence something after the 
church bad become corrupted withPapal errors ; 
and that infant baptism had therefore a human 
origin and Papal at that."

2. These "witnesses " are el Wentworth's

Visitor, in making hie •• witnesses " appear to 
as#nme very inconsistent and absurd poêlions.

8. The cross examination, however, spoil» 
Wentworth's plane, and shews that the beet 
laid schemes of Anabaptists sometimes go 
•stray. This Cross examination illustrates the 
difference there often is between a little truth 
designedly distorted, and the whole truth

since the formation of the Society end tho 
growing interest which had attended them. 
“ Tho mission-workers, he said were in 
every part of the field, in Europe and Asia, 
in Africa, West and South, iu India and 
China, in Australia and Polynesia. In many 
cases these mission-workers were toiling 
without the aids of Christian fellowship.

full accordance with the Goept I of Cbriyf, anil 
has come down to us from the aposll* them­
selves. D. D. Cçrrie

Fredericton^

plainly told. Those witnesses, instead of prov­
ing, as Wentworth intended they should, that *'?ru an<l. w,lsle<1 by arduous toil, in uu- 
inlant bap.ism is unscriptural and “ Papal m fn , '-y dilne9' and lhe.v needed our synv 
that." have established the tact, as far as msi/t f""-'’ nnd Pra.vcr" J**" workers had 
teaumony alone can. that ml.n, baptism/m k(ld ^ ^ to lhe Foreign Mission

Churches ol Methodism iu the past year. 
They were training up native Christians to 
aid them in this blessed work ; and what 
great results might we not expect in the 
coining time. The earth should be filled 
with Ihe glory of God.

1 his Resolution was seconded by one 
whose name, in Methodist circles, has a 
familiar ring, Mr. \\ illiam Temple, grand­
son of the Veteran Minister, and, therefore 
in the apostolical succession. He was al­
most inclined to grumble at the Resolution. 
It ought to contain two parts: “ Thankful­
ness to God and dissatisfaction with man." 
Wfe needed good rousing conversion* that 
took in not only heart and head, but the 
substance. “ A man was not a true Me-

, The exercises commenced by the rongre- 
gaticn joining in singing a Ilvmnntul pray­
er, led by the Rev. A. W. Xieol-on at the 
close of which the school joined in the 
Lords Prayer.

The worthy Superintendent of the school, 
John Sterling, Esq., then introduced the pro-’ 
gran.me with a short address delivered in

amid towering forms of idolatry and siii, j his usual happy style.
1 l.c programme embraced twelve bciiuti-

Circuit Inttlli
YARMOUTH NORTH.

a note dated March 2,Bro. Hart in 
1871, says :

You will be glad to have even a hasty 
line in reference to the work of grace in this 
town. Bro. Shcnton has informed you of 
the good work wrought iu his Circuit. Iu 
Wesley Church also, we tire enjoying a 
very gracious visitation of Divine power. 
About fifty persona have avowed their de­
termination to live to God ; many of whom 
have found peacethrough believing in Jesus. 
The work seems only to have begun. The 
interest is steadily deepening, and the num­
ber attending the services is still increasing. 
Every evening finds many of our dear 
friends having reached the decision to join 
those who bow in penitential sorrow seek­
ing Christ. The awakening power appears 
to have reached almost every family, and 
in large measure, so that we expect yet 
great things. Never have I known more 
deeply solemn set vices, a quite awe rests 
upon the worshippers, aud the act of conse­
cration seems in every case to be most de­
liberately made. I am thankful to say 
that other churches io the town /are sharing 
in the gracious visitation

LIVERPOOL CIRCUIT.

Circuit intelligence is generally interest 
iog, and we have imagined that a few 
words concerning this Circuit might be 
read. We neglected informing you of an 
effort made by the “ Wesleyan Church 
Ladies' Aid B&iety," organized during the 
pastorate of the Rev. Mr. Daniel, to liqui­
date the debt on our Church. During the 
closing weeks of 1870, strenuous efforts 
were made to have a sale of fancy and use­
ful articles. The weather was unfavour­
able on the evening appointed for the sale, 
but the financial results were good. After 
paying some incidental expenses, the ladies 
handed lo the Trustees $215.00.

The Missionary Anniversary in connec­
tion with this Circuit was held as to an­
nouncement. On the Sabbath, Bro. Coffin, 
from Shelburne, preached an appropriate 
sermon lo a very large aud attentive audi­
ence.

The Missionary Meeting was held on 
Tuesday, January 10th. J. N. Freeman, 
Esq., presided. Addresses were delivered 
by the Itevds. W. W. Lodge, J. O'B.tu- 
youn, of the African M. E. Church, S. B. 
Martin, and J. S. Coffin ; also by II. Hous­
ton, Esq. The largo assembly, aud the 
deep interest manifested, was very cheer­
ing. Receipts in advance of last year.

Since the “ Week of Prayer" our ser­
vices have been better attended, and a 
greater religious interest manifested.— 
Several have returned to the fold who had 
unhappily wandered, aud the cry has been 
heard “What must I do to be saved.” 
Since we came to this Circuit we have re­
ceived many proofs of kindness, and have 
been encouraged iu our work. Ou nil the 
Circuits near us there seems to be pros­
perity.

Wc were sorry to rend in Bro. Lodge’s 
letter his unqualified statement concerning 
the absence of his deputation to Home 
Mission meetings The cause was par­
tially owing to Postal irregularity. We 
had offered our services lor oue evening. 
It was the best we could do, owing lo pecu­
liar circumstances.

Yours,
J. J. T.

Liverpool, Feb. 22, 1871.

fill pieces of music—selected from- the 
" notes ol Joy ,—three Dialogues, and 
twenty-four Recitations, Ac.

1 believe I express the universal opinion 
of all present on that occasion, when l say 
that the music was the best ever heard 
here.

The Dialogues—mostly by the larger 
scholars—were appropriate and gi>od. One 
of them a " Dialogue of the nations" writ­
ten expressly for this occasion by our 
worthy pastor—whose iuterest aud zeal in 
every work votineeted with the church since 
his coming amongst us, has won him the 
affection* of all,—deserves more than a 
passing no ice. In it, the seven nations 
concerned in the troubles now agitating 
Europe were represented. Tae Kings 
speaking their grievances, and our Queen 
acting the part of mediatress. Closing with, 
all mee.... . .—.--------- ------- ; —„i ■*“ meeting in a circle of friendship, the

thodist unttl the Lord l.ad taken po«ession of I echoo! meanwhile singing a piece with a
martial air, entitled “ The Lord is King.1

ST. JOHN, N. B. J

CENTENARY JUVENILE MISSIONARY MEETING.

Last Friday evening the basement of the 
Centenary Church was througed lo its ut­
most capacity ; the audience being attract­
ed by the interest of the Juvenile Sabbath 
School Missionary Meeting. The exer­
cises of the evening consisted of singing, 
recitations, by chi dren of the Sabbath- 
school, and speeches by young men who 
lake an interest in the Missionary work. 
Alter singing the hymn of welcome,

" Welcome to oar anion meeting,
Friends and strangers, old and young. '

and prayer by lhe Pastor of the Church, the 
Chairman of the meeting, Mr. G. R. Prit­
chard, briefly acknowledged the honor 
accorded to him, in asking hint to preside 
over that iuteresting and crowded meeting. 
He stated Ihe object which had brought 
them together, urged Ihe necessity of con­
tinued effort, and besought the countenance 
and sympathy of the church in the further­
ance of this noble enterprise.

Mr. Joshua Turner, the Sabbath School 
Missionary Treasurer, referred to the for­
mation of the Society in 1865, and the 
steady progress made since that lime. The 
first year the amount collected was fifty 
dollars, this year he had to report the sum 
of $100, which did not include an impor­
tant item—the collectiou lo be made at this 
the annual meeting.

Then came recitations from the children 
in capital style. In some cases the render­
ing was not only creditable, but almost 
perfect. I would gladly give the names of 
the scholars and the pieces recited, but not 
having a programme at hand there would, 
I fear, be many omissions. logether they 
contributed a main element of interest, and 
they were nearly all thoroughly missionary 
in sentiment. Another important item of 
interest and power in the meeting was the 
singing of suitable hymns and anthems, 
under the direction of Mr. J. E. White and 
Miss J. Eaton, who plays the Sabbath 
School organ. Ample preparation had 
been made, and some of the pieces—

" Shoo: the tidings of salvation.
And—
“ There's a cry from Macedonia, Come and help 

a»;
1 he light of tie Gospel bring, Oh, Come I 

And—
“ I love to tell the story of unseen thing* above,

Of Jenus end his glory, of Je»ns end bis love.”
—were sung not only in time end tune and 
aweet melodious strain, but with spirit and 
power and life.

The fir* resolution,—“ gratitude for the

his Book-account," we needed a Christiani­
ty not measured by mere profession, but one 
which fills the soul with peace and joy and 
leads to acts of beneficence and generosity. 
Ihe difference between the case of a poor 
destitute sufferer, in our own city, of which 
a touching description was given, and that 
of perishing ones, to whom missionaries 
were sent, iu Home and Foreign Fieldy, 
waa between the poverty of the body and 
Ihe desolation of the soul ! The toil would 
soon be over, the sickles laid aside, the 
sheaves bound together in a band of light 
and the workers who had gleaned among 
the stubble of the earth should be gathered 
lo the harvest banquet. The city of Zion 
was ablaze with glory ; and through the 
pearly gates, within the jasper walls, up 
the burnished steps, through Ihe golden 
streets, in the city, where every note was 
joy, every sound music every saved soul a 
seraph.—where, in the presence of the Re­
deemer’s throne, in letters of emerald and 
saphire, would be found the inscription “ I 
have crowned thee wilh glory and honor"— 
the workers would ere long shout the Har­
vest Home, lay their trophies at the 
Saviour’s fee#, and “ Crown Him Lord of 
all."

The second resolution, calling for earnest 
effort, more fervent prayer and more abun­
dant liberality, was moved by Mr. E. T. C. 
Knowles, who, having just returned from 
an examination belore Ihe Barristers Soci­
ety in Frederiction, at the close of which 
he hud been honored with a first class cer­
tificate, was received with great euthusiasm.

He said that the subject was one ot great 
magnitude. We had, in thinking of our 
mission fields and mission workers, to look 
lo the frozen North and to tho sunny South­
ern climes, whete the air was heavy with 
the aroma of spices—the Red Indian build­
ing his wigwam in the pathless prairje 
the yellow Chinaman in his rice-fleld-^the 
swarthy Arab, the lawless desert ranger— 
:he Bushmen of the Cape and of the Austra­
lian forest—the pale European in his cul­
ture and civilization,—we had to think of 
all men, of every race and creed and lan­
guage, for the command was “ preach the 
Gospel to every creature." But every 
where, amongst ihe many nations of civiliz­
ed Europe and amongst the populous em­
pires of the East, the signs of the timer 
were encouraging. Even the Homo mis­
sion work was very great and called for 
effort and prayer and liberality. He re­
membered a speech from that same plat­
form by Rev. Dr. Stewart, whose statement 
of facts, within his own knowledge and per­
sonal reminiscences of labor in some of the 
outlying and destitute portions of our own 
Provinces, of families dark and benighted, 
amongst ourselves had made a deep impres­
sion upon his mind. We could not rest un­
til the message of salvation should be car­
ried to every sparsely settled district, to 
every back woods house, to every fisher­
man’s collage, to every dark part ot this 
land. We had every ground for hope, and 
every incentive to continued effort.

This resolution was seconded by Mr. J. 
L. Thorne. He would not go a second 
lime over the first part of the resolution. 
He believed that mission work was the chief 
work of the chureb—that work to which 
she was specially commissioned, and that 
work which involved the consummation of 
all redeeming purposes and the salvation of 
millions of men. We ought all to work, to 
work while we had the opportunity, for the

The Recitations were varied and exceed­
ing well delivered, all, with one or two ex­
ceptions, spoken so distinctly as to be heard 
by all in the assemblage. Many of these 
recitations were given by little girls and 
boys four and five years old.

It appeared difficult for the audience all 
through the programme to refrain from 
giving some loud expression of their delight. 
Only the sacredncss of the place, restrained 
them.

The Secretary's Report read during the 
evening, showed the school to he in a very 
gratifying condition. During the year tho 
number of scholars has increased from one 
hundred and twelve to two hundred aud 
twenty. The Teachers Irom fifteen to 
twenty-five.

They have raised bv Lecture, Fancy 
Sale, Fic-nic, donations aud collections Ac. 
Fouf hundred Dollars nearly all of which 
lias bceu judiciously expended in the pur­
chase of Library Books, Bibles, Music 
Books &c., aud furnishing the new class 
and Library Rooms.

All showing what united and continued 
effort under tho “ blessing Divine," can ac­
complish.

The most gratifying feature of the re­
port was that during the year nearly fifty 
iu connection with the school were added lo 
the membership of the Church, the most of 
them the fruits of a blessed Revival with 
which iht-y were visited.

This school though not claiming to lie a 
model one, is well worthy the imitation of 
many.

Institutions of this kind must be a power 
for good. Who can estimate the fruit that 
the seed weekly sown in these two hundred 
and twenly young hearts shall yield.

May God continue to bless this and kind­
red institutions.

Yours.
B

V '
•OUR YOUNG MEN."

night was coming, We could not all work 
iu distant climes ; but wc could all work at 
home in guiding some wanderer to the Sa­
viour. And we had need of prayer—ear­
nest, believing importunate prayer. He 
liked this partof the resolution. It was an 
expression of dependence upon God. We 
could all pray for the coining of the Re­
deemer's kingdom.

“ Ami while we pray for heathen cliroee,
Far o’er the crv-Vil foam ;

Oil ! let us ever bear in mind,
Onr mi-sion fi# lit at home.”

After closing with a practical appeal, the 
collection was taken up. It was found im­
possible to exhaust the programme without 
protracting the meeting beyond a reasona­
ble hour. The remaining exercises were 
laid over until Sunday afternoon when they 
were continued wilh unabated interest. The 
amount received during the year waa $100. 
On Friday evening 835.38, and on Sunday 
afternoon $8.25. The amount will be di­
vided equally between Home nnd Foreign 
Missions. / J, L.

St John/ A7. B., March 2, 1871.

WINDSOR—SABBATH SCHOOL EX­
HIBITION.

Dear. Mr. Editor,—I have waited 
hoping that some pen capable of doing 
justice to the subject woeld give your read­
ers some account of the Sabbath school Ex­
hibition, held in the Wesleyan Church in 
this town on the evening of the 13th Feb.

It was to say the least, such a pleasing 
affair, that a tew words respecting it, may 
no^ be uninteresting.

Five years ago this school adopted the 
system of coming annually before the pub 
lie in an Exhibition or concert.

So successful have they been, that their 
popularity now far surpasses, any other 

’kind of entertainment that can be given iu 
this community.

Your readers are aware that the Church 
has lately been enlarged and beautified, and 
made capable of sealing some twelve hun­
dred persons.

On the night above referred to, it was fill­
ed almost to its utmost capacity, by an au 
dience so appreciative aud quiet that the 
child of four years could be dutiuctly heard 
by all.

The Preachers desk had been removed 
aud the platform extended to the front ol 
the pews, on this platform as maoy of theflgBmrf^înfant bâDtum'^WMtwoîtb Ud^ su®^* <fod *r®nlt*1 “*•*" “f**00* school (about sixty) as count oe aceommo 

Wentworth had a worker, m **.ry^pnrt of the field,” waa dated were seated ; the rest occupying thetorn or without it ; bat none must be received 
without baptism ; therefor, infant, mast, ¥ tt* wA™ ie*the

* ’ ii UC Y t „ ! .•■."•» ' , . -, . „•

rathe, nice little .tor, for each “ oo* moved by Mr.'F^Uunsr. He .poke of P.»; immédiat^,' i^t,* tU whZ p*£
Wftl 1 in tkm BITinff tiaIron nets* in miam annual naaoS — . • „ a 'meeting testing » fine appearanoe.

■ ...l * Cl

The third Lecture ol the course, under tln> 
auspices ot’ the Young Men’s Christian Associ­
ation, was delivered by Rev. G. O. î’^-tis, oe 
Friday evening 10th ult., in Music Hall. The 
President G. A. Blanchard, Esq., preaided 
and introduced lhe Rev. Lecturer.

The subject was introduced by a reference to 
the fact, that • The first human inhabitant Of 
our Globe was a young man.’ Tlieu the perils 
and blessings of modern civilization in their 
bearing upon young men were clearly stated.

The importance attached to young men it was 
shown was not so much iu reference to what 
they now are as to what they may become,— 
character was defined to be neither ability, ge­
nius, nor resolution, but the * moral bent or 
bias ofthe soul,' wrought out everyone for him­
self.

The followjug proposition was largely sus­
tained. The capabilities and opportunities of 
young men, lor goodorevil, were never in the 
past equal to what they now arc. This brought 
out many remarks respecting the duties dan­
gers and responsibilities of young men. The 
importance ol careful climbing in order to ele­
vation by favour rather than by merit and the 
folly of mere worldly ambition, were impress­
ively set forth by several pertinent illustrations 
from history.

The various enterprises of usefulness as 
well as the vices of the age were upheld chiefly 
by the young men. The brevity of youth sug­
gested many valuable thoughts aud exhortati­
ons. I.

A model young man,’ was then described, as 
posessing certain elements of character,such as 
Honesty, Truthfulness Amiability, Filial affec­
tions and love for sisters and brolhers.and true 
religion. Each ol lbo»e excellencies was illus­
trated by pleasing and touching anecdote*.

Lastly the *• last young man " was depicted 
in a humorous, yet truthful manner.

The Lecture closed with a strong appeal to 
young men, in reference to the stale of our 
world, urging the importance of so acting and 
living, that the next generation might be better 
and happier than any that had preceded it.— 
Kentville Star.

The VUh annual /teport of the Medical fiu- 
perintend’lit of the Hospital fur the Insane ot 
Dartmouth, Bora Scotia.—W'e have received 
and persued this report with mingled emotion* 
of pleasure and sadness—of pleasure became 
ol the evidence which the admirably prepared 
report affords that Dr. De Wolf and bis subor­
dinate officers are faithfully and skilfully doing 
all that it is possible nndercxisiingeiruumstan- 
cea to ameliorate the condition and to restore 
to soundness ol mind, those who are entrusted 
to their care. Of sadness because there are so 
many found in different palls of the Province, 
who need the treatment for the mind diseased 
which can he svcncvil only In such an Institution, 
as to render it quite iiupo»si!,!« to hud suitable 
accommodation lor many ol those who are 
crowded into the unnnhhed establishment at 
Mount Hope.

We hope that very soon ai rangements will be 
made to complete the Buildings according lo 
the original design.

Annual Bepoit of the Commissioner of Crown 
Lands for lOiih—A copy ot this has been 
kindly sent to our office by some uuknowu 
triend. We believe that what might at first 
glance b“ regarded as proof of very gratifying 
prosperity in this department ol public busi- 
neaa, baa been made the ground of special 
complaint against the Government of the Pro­
vince. The net amount of receipts and pay­
ments on Crown Land* for 1870 was $113.zl5 
or considerably more than four limes what it 
was the previous year. Wc are not in a posi­
tion to say whether this fact should be regard­
ed as affording proper occasion lor congratu­
lation or otherwise to the country. Having 
had the Report placed iielove us we merely caU 
attention to the fact and advise all our readers 
who are interested in the prosperity oi' Nova 
Scotia to look at the question und to decide it 
lor themselves.

Report or nit Board or School Commis­
sioners tor the City or Halifax, for the 
year ending Uet. 21, 1870. A copy ot this re­
port, which should be carefully considered by 
every parent end tax-payer in the City ot Hali:
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