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the Committee to which the petitions against some of’
the Clergy were referred.  Unless there is some 1iis-
tnke, the Wesleys are descended from both these
John Whites.  In the ¢ Complete History of the most
Remuarkable Providences,™ printed by John Dunton,
1697, chap. cxlvii, p. 157, this statement may be
found : ¢ "The iollowing epitaph waa written on the
tomb-stone of John White, Exj., Member of the
House of Commons, 1610 ; and futher to Dr. Annes-
ey s wife, lately deceased :—

U l_h-rt- hes a John, a hurning «hining 1:ght,
Whose name. hie, actions, all alihe were WHITF.

From these names it is not too much to infer the
reputation and worth of the voung Viear of Whit-
church 5 but the time speedily came when they could
be of no advantage to him.  Some four months after
Mr. Westley obtained this vicarage, Cromwell fell ;
and in consequence of the changes that ensued, Mr.
Westley never obtained his promised augmentation,
and he was obliged to set up a school for the support
of his family.  His friends, whatever their previous
ability, were rapidly becoming powerless. Dr. Fuller
might possibly have served his niece and her hus-
baund 5 but in 1661 death took him away. \When Dr.
Calamy wrote,and deseribed Mrs. Westley asthe niece
of Dr. Fuller, the latter was in hizh repute. But
the name of John White and Dr. Burgess had sunk ;
thick dark clouds had obsecured their worth @ and to
have spoken of John Westley as the son of John
White, and the nephew of Dr. Burgess would have
been no honour.  We learn, in fact, that he was
among the early sufferers, and that by an order of the
Privy Council, dated July 21th, 1661, he was ordered
to be discharged, on taking the oach of supremacy and
allegiance.  Very likely his imprisonment had been
for some timme, as more than twelve months had
elapsed since the Restoration, to the order above no-
ticed.  To this Mr. Westley no doubt refers, in his
conference with the Bizhop of Bristol, who told him
that by the oath of these agents he had been reported
as a suspicious and dangerous person. With as much
conscioas inteerity as dignitv. he seplied, ¢ 1f jt be
enouch to accuse, who then shali he innocent 2 There
were no oaths given or taken ; the matters laid
against me are either invented or aistaken, and gen-
ilemen, by others misinformed; proceeded with beat
acainst me. Whatever imprudencies I have committed
in matters civil, I have sutfered for them.” The Bishop
aszured him, that he would not nteddle with him, and
with ¢ Farewell, zood Mr Westley,” the conference
was kindly concluded. There ix no evidence that
this Prelate ever rexarded him in any other aspect,
than ¢ good Mr. Westley.”  How rapid and strange
are the changes and events of life ' About 1661,
the Viear of Whitchurch stond before Bishop Iron-
side as an accu<ed person, and was trented with
Christian courtesy. The [Ironsides were a Dorset
family ;: and the writer well remembers, when first
stationed in Weyvmouth, his having visited a collute-
ral branch, if not a direct descendant from the Bishop
of Bristol, to take to her some smull means of com-
fort from the people raised up by the grandson of the
ery person who stood reproached before her dignified
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relative. So strangely do the circumstances of families
change in a century and a halt!

But though unmolested by the Bishop, there were
other persons ot fizure in the neighbourhood, as the
Tregzouneis. Frehe, &c., whose residence was within
some two or three miles of Whitchureh, who wory
too much Mr. Westley s encries to permt him quiet-
Iv to contitiue in his parish, tll ejected by the Act of
Uniformity.  Reference has been already made to
his first imprisonment and discharge. o the begin-
ning of 1662 he was again seized, one Lord’s day
morning, as he was leaving the chureh, taken imme
diacely to Blandford; and committed to prison. But
after he had been some time confined Sip Gerard
Napper, who, as Dr_ Calamy reports, was the most
furious of all his encimics, and the most forwnrd in
connnitting him, broke lius collar-bone, <nd was so
softencd by this sad disaster, that he <ent to some per-
sons to bail Mr. Westley, wnd told them that it they

would not, he would do it himselt.  ‘Fhus he was set

at liberty. but hound to appear at the assizes, where
he was treated uch better than he expected. To hig
diary e has recorded the merey ot Gad to b
thesc events @ in rising up several trends to owen him,
in inclining  a Soheitor to undertahe lnus cause,
in restraining the wrath ot man 5 so that even tho
Judge, though a very choleric man, spake not an ar-
gry word.

The time had now arrived when the ude that had
o strongly setin, hegan to earry hetore it whatever
bore the hateful name ot Punitanism, “T'he Act of
Unitormity was framed and pas<ed, received the roy-
al assent, ..\Iny 1662, and was to be put in execution
the 2ith of the following Augast. By this Aet | those
that woull not submit to the re-ordination, perjure
themsclves by violating oaths which they had most o
lemnly taken, con=ent to political opinions which they
had hiyJ“N'(‘, and swear that the Book of Common
Praver containspothing contrary to the word ol God
—.xil(lnt could not conscientioaslyv meet these de-
mands, withont any fitths to fall hack on, ns the see
«luvs!rn:d Cleray had, were to Le cast wairh therre fan -
Jiew, on the meicy of divine Providence and the
\u)|"|d. Bartholomes-day was ciiosen, Lheeause then
the tithes of the year beeame Jue ! so that not only
cjection, but inmedinte want as well) tested the prin-
ciples ol many

Mr. Westley on the 17th of Auzust, 1062, deliver -
ed his farewell sermon ot Whitchureh, from Nets xx.

amone these mo .t excellent men,

. : , - tors ehatiee
32 1o a weeping anditory and an the chureh has

Jey )
voire was heard no more. Qct. 26th, the plice was

by an appuritor declared vacant, and an order wae
;:.i\cn to sequester the profits but his |,¢-i-|;|q_- lll:nl
aiven him all these. On the 221 of the i'.'llo.\nng
February he sourht an abode for himselt and fannly at
\\'c‘.mm.uh, where he was well known, and in other

Jays had heen deservedly honowred. Bt the hand of

i X e i < he was refused o place of
oppression followed him : he was refused ap

and as n person unworthy a home therein, b
; |

rest ;
, |~uugl|(f~hrltv'l' a4t could he

was driven from town. i '
found at Bridgewater, Hhninster, and Taunton. ie

cnse was greatly commivserated ; and the God of the
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