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DURSTON'S BURGLAR.

Richard Durston, bachelor, had always
been afraid of burglars and susceptible
of old maids, He could not remember
the time when Lhe dread of being robbed
or sued for breach of promise was not
upon him. Io other respects he wes
quite courageous, He never seemed to
feel pervous sbout dogs, lightving, or
fire. He even dared to do right now
and then, On the whole he was as
plucky es the average man in ep'te of
his conviction that the time would come
when he would have trouhble with a
burglar and & suit st law with an old
maid,

Durston, as you know, lives in a hand
some house on an uptown croes sireet,
He has always beld tnat the msjority of
burglaries are effected through the
treachery of servants, He hae, there-
fore, kept bachelor’s hall for maoy years
with the aid of only one aseistunt—an
old woman—» kind of heirloom in his
family, As he generally dines at his
club he hss managed to live very com
fortably wifbout keeping a boarding.
house for men and women who might
be in lesgue with robbers His aged
housekeeper is not ambitious, He feels
sopfident that che will never sue him for
Sieach of promise nus pormit & burglar

make a breech in the house,

Durston’s library and bedroom ave on
the second floor, The old woman sleeps
in & back room on the floor above, She

viry desf, 80 when Darston wiehes to
221! her he touches & button at ihe head
5f nis bed. This sends & mild electric
:arcent through the recliniog form of the
hoaeekeeper up stairs.  She aporoves of
this process in the bellef that it tends to
1011 her rheumatiem in check., It seems

very sbocking way to treat =zn old
#ovan, however. And then Darston
oast find it unplessant to discharge a
sezvant two or three times a day.

But revenons a n:s burglar. Oaenight
“ast winter Darston reached home rather
sarlier than ueua'. Ae was his custom he
examined the doors aud wicdows in the
.ywer part of the hou e and then went to
oe library. He found bis emoking j.cket
and slippers !n their accustomed place. A
wood fire was crackliog in the grate and a
Jecanter of whiskey and a box of clga:e
cempted him from the center-table.
Dureton emiled contentedly as he drew
n essy. chalr toward the fice. Life was
very pleasant to him  He was one of
those happy bachelors who have no regrets
Not that Darston lacked eentiment. Far
from it. In fact, be wae not at all what
the world calls & practical man

No, Durston was inc'ined to look at the
rcwantic slde of life, and as he amoked a
perfecto and slpped bis whisky and seltzer
in front of the blcxa that night he mn
dulged In !maginings that would bave
shocked the hard-hesded bhoueekeeper up
stalrs woree than dld ber private electric
current the day the battery was cver
charged.

Durston had for the moment forgotten
all about oid maid and barglars He was
in a condition of bedily and mectal re-
pose that drove into outer darkness ail the
unpleasant things of life.  Fipally the
conviction came upon him slowly that it
was time to go to bed. He finght hard
against the proposition, but there wae no
escepe for him, Looking et his watch he
found that it was long after 1 o’clock
Turoing cut the lights in the library he
entered his bedroom, He was s:ill Ina
state of eleevy contentwnent. Jus. as he
was about to put out the gas he was
startled by & siight nolse that ecemed to
come from the cellar. 1lelisteved intently,
Flve minutes pas:ed, but there were ro
furtber sounds from below. Darston eur
rounded hiwmself by perfect darkness and
crawled Into bed. But he could not eleep.
That unlacky nolse had reundered hln
feverich., The thovght of burglars had
destroyed his seremity of mind His
revolver lay on a chair by the bedelde and
he kept bls hand on it for some time.
The weapon seemed to whisper to him:
% Peace. Durston ; go to tlecep, my ckild.
I willnot go off unul the burglar comes.”

This acrurance on the part «f the pistol
quleted Durston somewhat and he was
begioning to feel very sleepy agaln when
he heard a light step on the stalzs. There
was no mistake about it. After keeping
sullenly aloof for years Darsion’s burglar
had come at last. At first our bachelor
felt a cold chill creeping up hie spinal
column. Then, as the burg'ar carefally
stole through the ball and entered the
library, Durston was astonished to real-
ize that he was lylng in bed with a platol
in his hand, a housebreaker in the next
room, and that he was beginning to evjoy
the adventure, The thought flashed
through his mind that even a breach-of-
promise cage uight not be as borsible as
ke bad imegined.

“The recklees fellow seems to think
that there is nobody in the house,”
chuckled Durston as he heard his viitor
light a burner in the library. Then,
quletly getting out of bed snd stepplug
gently to the door of hie bedroom, Darston
pointed the revolver at a emall, dark,
rather well dreseed man who stood in the
center of the library looking about him
eagerly,

* Put up your hands or I'll send a ball
through you,” cried Durston sternly.

The dapper littie burglar saw at a glance
that his game was up.

“Don't do anything rash,” he remarked
calmly, helping himself to a stiff doro of
Duiston'’s whiskey avd thea lighiing cne
of bis unwliling hoet’s cigars.

Durston was estcnlshed and amused.

% Now that D’'ve got my burglar of.er
waltlug for him s0 many years I might as
well makeo a Iittle pleasare cut of him,”
ha erid to bimself. Then to the burglar:

“You're a cool ome. [ congratulste
you on your nerve, You will pardon

me, however, if I atk you to take the
trouble to lay aside your cigar for a
moment and step to the telephone.”

The burglar looked sharply at Durston,
who still covered him with the revolver.
There was that in the bachelor’s face that
thook the coolness of the Intrnder, He
walked quickly to the telephons,

“Teke down that psmphlet there,”
continued Durston, “ Now laok up the
ell for the pracinct atation. house.
Have you found {t ?

“ Yes"’

“Ring up the Contral cffice.”’

“The burglar sullenly turned the crenk.

“You kuow what to do mow. G
aheag,”

A glavce at the revolver was sufficient

gave the rcqalred number to the opera
tor,

“Is thle the —— precivet etution-
bouee 7" he ucked after » tlme, * All
right., Walt s moment ”

*Tell them you’re a burgler and want
a puliceman weut here at omce 1o arrest
you,” ccwmanded Darston, emiling
gdwly,

“ Wil one pollceman do? they ask,”
sald the borglar,

“ Use your own judgment in that mat.
ter,” remarked Durston, politely.

¢ Hello, hello! Yes, one will do very
nicely. Hurry bim up, pleace. Yes,
Thank you. Good uight?”

“You did very well,” commented our
bachelor. *“If you robbed as cleverly as
you telephone you would not be where
you are now, I must put you to the
inconvenlence of stepping fnto my bed
room for a momert I want my house.
keeper to see a nico little burglar who bas
ordered his own arrest.

Darston, with a pistol etill in band,
touched the electrlc button at the head of
bis bed. A few momente later the house
keeper, en neglige, entered the libeary,
With acry of despalrshe clacped the barg.
lar to her bosom, * My ecn, my son, why
are you here 1’

Dureton was samrzad, He had not
kuown that bis bousekeeper bad a bis
tory.

I+ this one of your boys?” he yelled
at her,

%My only son,” the sobbed, * I have
vot seen him fur twenty years, bat I
recozniz:d him at once. Is he a friend of
youre, Mr, Danston 1"

Qur bachelor knew not what to say.
Hie housekeeper, as I have said, was an
inberitauce from his parents and he had
always been fond of her, She had taken
good care of him all these years snd he
hated to tell her that her son was a
criminal,

 Yes,” he shouted, “ he dropped in
to have a cigar with me, 1 knew you
would like to see him. But heisobliged
to go now. He wants to catch a train
for Montreal, Kiss him farewell, He
woz’t be back for sometime.”

“Tohank vou, sir,”” murmured the
burgiar.  * You have a good heart.

A few minutes later Darston stood on
the front steps of his residence and
watched his housekeeper's son as he
hurried down the street,

¢ What shall I eay to the policoman i’
was the problem vexing him,

You remember tha mysterious item
that appeared in the newspaperes the next
mornipg. Durston explalned hie tele
phone mesaage on the ground that he had
been suifaring from nightmare.  The
above is the first public statement of the
facts in the case. I hops Darstan won't
get iut> a scrape by this narration. Asa
good citizsn he had no right to let the
burglar escane —Edwaird S. Van Zie in
N. Y. World

et ———
A POEM BY CARDINAL NEWMAN.

Ave Maria.
QOar papers and magezines have natur-
ally been full of Cardlial Newman, who
waas 8o greatly loved and admired. One
writer ln bis haste mentloned certain lines
written by John Hemy Newman to his
brother I'zancis ou his twenty.fizst birth-
day, snd containing a trihute of affection
to one then passed from esrth,as addressed
to the mewmory of thelr mother, Bat thelr
mother was then alive, and dled only ten
years later. Thie writer, haviog been cor-
reciod for his mistake, owus the error, and
says it would be luierssting to know to
whom the linesallude. An Eoglish friend
informs ua that it was of his grandmother
Csrdinal Newman wrote. *In the year
1869 1 had suffered the loss of a beloved
mother, taken from me suddenly ; and in
writing to Cardinal Newman shortiy aftor-
ward, | mentioned haviog derived conso
lation from these lines, believing a2 I then
did (beivg quite unacquainted with the
date of bls mother’s death) that they
alluded to his mother. The Cardinal re
plied to me as follows :
“¢ The Ozatory, March 3, 1869,

¢ To the Author of * Tyborne ' :

¢ My DEAR : I grieve Indeed at
your bereavement, and thank you for
vour kindnees in telllng me of it I eaid
Mass for your !ntention—that Is, for your
mother’s soul—this morniog.

“¢[ always eay and feel one cannot lose
a motter twice, Itlsa loss which stands
by itself. I never wrote any llues about
my own mother ; those you refer to were
about my grandmother, who dled at
ninety-two. God will eustaln and com-
fort you, and yon will be able to bless
Him and thack Him (as indeed you do,
but with joyfulnes:) for what at firat
cauees you such sharp suffering.

#*Yours most sincerely,
“¢JoaN H. NEwMAN.""

We subjoln the lines referred to:

My brother, 't1s no recent tie
Which binds our fates in one:
1'en from our tenderest infancy
The \wisted thread was spua ;
Her deed, who stored 1o her foud mind
Qur jorms, by sacred love enshrined.

In her affection all had share—
All 81X —ghe loved them all ;
Yet on ver early cnosen pair
Did her full favor fall;
And we became her dearest theme,
Her waking thought, her nightly dream.

Ah ! trother, shall we e’er forget
Her love, her care. her zsal ?
We caunot pay the connu.ess debt,
But we must ever tesl ;
For through her earnestness were shed
Prayer purchased blessings on our head.

Though in the end of days she stood,
Ana prin and weaknesacaine,

Her force of thought was usabdued,
Her fire of love the same :

And e'eo when memory fall’d its part,

We sulil kept lougewent in her heart,

And when her Makar from the thrall
Oi flesh her rpirit freed,

Nur suflsring '¢ompanied the eall—
In merey 'twas decreed @

One moment here, the next sha trod

The viewless manion of her God.

Now, then, at length she is at rest,
Aud, after many a woe,
Rejolces 10 that Saviour blest,
Who was her hope below §
Kapt till the day when He shall own
His sainis before His Father’s throae.

So it 18 lefi for us to prove
Her prayers were not in valn
And that God’s grace accoraing love
Has fallen as gontle rain,
Which, seat fu the due yernal hour
Tints the young leaf, perfumes tthe flower,

« It leads them all,” is the general reply
of druggists when asked about the merit or
sules of Hood’s Sarsaparilla,

Holloway's Corn Cure destroys all kinds
of corns and warte, root and branch, Who

for the frightened little men, He bilskly

THIE SAILOR PRIEST.

SKEICH OF THE EARLY LIFE OF
ALEXIS CLEWC,

HIS STRANGE CONVERSION—HOW RE WAS
BROUGHT BACK FKOM INDIFFERENCE
10 THE CHURCH.

Lady Herbert bas rendered yet snother

good service iu the lateet number of the

Quarterly Reries by giving to Eaglich read.

ers, urder the catehing uitle of * A Martyr

from the Quarter Deck,” a rather full life
of M. Alexts Clerc, who, after serving for
shout twelve years with distinction, and
attalniog high rank In the French navy,
became a Jeeunlt, was cefzed by the Com
mune in Parls with many of bis Ocder,
and shot withoot a trial because of the
cloth he wore, He was one of the six, of
whom the Archblehop of Parls was anotber,
who were done to death that dread even-
fog, May 24 1871, In the prison yard of

La Roquette, Miny had heard his name,

end bad come to known romethiog of him

from the “ Acts of the Captivity of Deaths
of Fathers Olivalut, Ducoudray, Caabert,

Clerc and de Bengy,” published some

yearsago by Father de Povlevoy ; bat few

knew of the esrly career of this martyr of
the Coramune, Lady Herberts fortileacd
edifylog pen mow tells the attractive tale ;
jot it 13 a pity, if 1t could be otherwise,
that such charmiog booke 88 the Quarterly

Series vroduces, should, by their bigh price,

Yo b yond the resch of s» many. We

would, therefore, with permlesion, try by

a summary to bring this very ringular and

touching life nearer the peopla

FATHER CLERC'S EARLY

Alexis Clere was born  in Paris,

Docember 12, 1819  His father was a

Freetuinker, touched by the venom of

Voltaire, and a Bocialist ; bis mother

wus & good Catholic. Taey were re.

spectable people of the middle class,

His mother died when Alexis was only

thirteen yeara cld. Her death was, of

course, & very serious loes to the boy ;
for, although she bud enrly impreesed
this soul with & knowledge cf a fear and

a love for God, the tender skoots missed

the caring hend that would safeguard

and strengthen them, and they withered
almost to the roots, He used to eay of
her that he remembered most elenrly
of all how she wers wont to read to him
“out of a large book bound in vellum”
of the lives of the saints, and how the
stories fired him to do some great thing
tor God. Years after, even when he
was & naval officer, in argument wita
messmates who leaned towards infidelity,
he eaid: ¢ After all, gentlemen, tne

principles instilled into the heart of a

nild by a good mother are the most

deeply engraven, and are always the
best ”’

ADOPTS THE CALLING OF THE SEA
Alexis was senu vy his father esrly to
a public school werereligion was ignored
Toen began for him a tooughtless it not
a wicked life ; yet he was a winning boy
A schanolfellow eaid of bhim: * Alexis s
idleness itself ; but, thanks to h:s great
gifts and intelligencs, he is counted
amongst the most distinguizhed studente,
He is most charming, sweet-tempered,
and unseltish, I think he never had a
quarrel with any one,” After a brilliant
examination he passed int the Polytech-
nic. He tock bis B A degree at seven
teen While in the Polytecsnic he wasa
pupil of the well known Auguste Comte;
vui Alexis does not seem (0 have been
caught by his evil influence. He paseed
out briiliantly as he had entered, and sc
btecame entitled to choose what he
pleased from &moODg many posis then
vacant In the public service, To the
wonder of manv he choose the navy ; and
on Oztober 2, 1841, he was gezotied &
naval cadet. He joined the Triomph-
ante at Brest the same mouth, and his
firat voyage was to the South Pacific.

What he was then like we come to

know from & messmate and from the
captain of his ship, I'he former says:
“ M. Clerc was very much superior to
me in a1l scientific knowledge ; but as
he bad not been 1n a training-ship, he
had never learned the names of the
ropes or any of the tecbnical things re-
quired to give orders on board ship, So
he used to come to me at night 1o be
taught, and bis humiiity and persever.
aoce soon got him to Know how o
handle a vessel well” His captain
wrote: “ Alexis is a capital fellow,
honest end brave, and already gives
proot of an energy and decision of char
acter that should make bim a dis.
tinguished officer.”

THE FIRST TURNING OF HIS THOUGHIS TO

RELIGION
This trip to the Soutnern seas became
oue of the turning points in M. Clerc's
lite. The ship touched at the Gambier

Islands, where a fow years before some
French missionary priests had estab-
lished themselves, and had so worked
upon the natives, who until then were
cannibale, that they brought them to
lead civilized lives, “ But think,” says
M. Clerc in a letter home, ** what priva-
tions these devoted pricets must have
undergone! We paussed,” he says,
“three days with these good people,
The whole ship’s company, officers and
men, assisted at Mass on Sunday, — it
was the first Mass he atteuded for ten
years, “ Toe nativea sang during the
Mass. I cannot describe to you what I
telt in the midst of this fervent congre-
gation, or the impression it hes left on
my heart” Ou the voyage home hse
confided to a feliow. ofticer, who was &
practical Cathois, that he meant to look
deeply into the Cateoiic fanh.  Acrived
in Parie, however, the calls of frisudship
aud of duty lefs him hitue time, After
a very brief rest be got orders to join
the steam eorvetto Caiman at Loulva;
she was sbout to sail for Senegal, He
tock with him some religious books,
however, and in & letter laler to his
father ne writes how greatly he adwired
the writings of Bossuet, waoich, ne sad,
“gkept him comnpany every evening.”
Nay, writng to the cfficer mentioved
just before, ne says: * Will you believe
11, having heara we were aboui io leave
this etanion Y—aofl the coast of Guinea—
*under tome impulee | know not woat—
I go! leave, rushed sshore, rougit out
one of the wissionary Fathers ava made
my contession.”

[nen he adds: * Would you send mo
rrule of life suited to a tellow on beara ?

1 will now try to live well, but 1t 1v hard,
Whaen one bas epent a wild youtn oune
pays dearly for it afterwards Tue
recollections of sin haunt one. Whaen [

LIFE

then would endure them with ruch acheap
! and effectual remedy within reach ?

by the werey of God I am not over-
whelmed, [ pray Him most ewrosatly
now L pive me a real horror of ev1.”
The sblp wes ordered howe 1o 47,
Clerc was then a changed man, Wit
his natural dleposition to go through
ihorougd'y woatever be undertook, ve
hed thrown bhis whole sl fato the
stady aod praciisce of his religlon. *“ Al
wy Mo vow” he writes, “are to ba
ccme o better Christlan end to luvs Gud
with my whole heert,” Yet the change
did not make bim merose or less winning
then before, He was appointed to a
home etatlon at Brest, S:. Neuzalre, and
thereshouts ; and a messmate writes of
him : “ M Cleic 18 more fascloating than
ever. 1l defends his falth passionste'y
when we attack bim, but hls wonderful
eweelness and good temper prevent any
feedtug of bictercess amongst us.”

He nlmecli; welting to his brother about
the eouvereation of a mutansl friend, for
wuich they were striving, says: * Bo as
gey with tim as poreible ; let hin ece how
many joys aud pleasures allawed by true
religlon, and thet to be a goed Catholle
does not mean to give up all earthly en-

joyments  You will do Httls by argn-

went, but very mnch by perscveriog

kinduness

HE TAKES TO STUDYING THE WRITINGS OF
ST THOMAS,

An smualog siory 18 told of him at this
tlme, M. Olerc met one dey In the strect
a venerable priest. Touchlng his cap, be
stopped blm, aud eald : ** Pardon me, mon
pere, but would vou kindly tell me wnar
aather has wrlttea besi oa reiiglon {7
The piiest answered: “St. Thomns
Aquinss.” * Aud io what book 1” “In
his theological dumma” **A thousand
thanks,” responded Clere, and, ralsiey his
hat, he weut off to the neares: bookacller
to bay the Swmma of St Thomas. A

singuler book certately for a young
naval cflizer to take to; yet he writes
to bis father, wh> was mnaturally
smezad at euch & line of reading: “1I
assure you | have fourd greater
gweetness la it thev in any book I ever
read.” He used to call it his * arsenal,”’

where he found always ammunition Lo
reply to tbe taunts and obtjections of
unbelicving mess mates. M-snwhil- be
was not veglecting his pro'ession. Toe
aamiral (Bourgeois) of tne Brest station
wrote o' him 1n an offliial vote to the
Admiralty : ** Alexis Ciere is an cfficer
full of talent, and thoroushiv well eda
cated A pupil of tbe Polylechnic
School, he adds Lo extensive theorelic
knowledes a thorough scquriniance with
the paval pro'ession and » devaiion to
duty which mekes him in el reepects
an admirable cfficer.”  Spesking of
Clere, he expressed bimselt still more
fully : *1 nsust not forget tbis young
cfficer, who even then ghowsd & wmatur
ity of jusgment and s conseientious waal
for duty, wgother with a varied kuowi-
edge, and g0 highly honorable in cbarac
ter that a very brilliant career must be
before him. Hia one idea was to make
himsel! of use 10 evervose, 1 had estab.
lished a kind of elementary echool on
board the Polican, wkica all the crew
were expecied 1o sttend every evening
while we were in hurbor, Tables we
set on the Jower deck, snd young Cierc
directed toe leesons of the men wiith 8
patience and ability that used to astonish
m», (e would himself give ineiructioas
to those who were anpxious 10 get hrevet

moK 1u the mercaant seivice, | bave
met many of these men later, who told
me how much they owed (o bim ftur
their success ia their career, and bhow
praieful they were for his teaching
All tols wuas not done without great
gelf denisl on his part, and giving up of
many of the pleasures 1 which his
brother cfiicers indulged,

This seewed to be a cb racteristic of
Ciere, ¥ 10 make himself of use to every
body.” While at Brest he became a
member of the Conference of St. Via
cent de Paul. He had just been gezeited
first lieutenant, but he gave to the Con
ference all the time he could snatch from
his dutiee. A memberof the Conference
said of him.  * He 18 the most z-alous of
us ell—a perfect model, and the prime
mover in all our works, Sometimes you
will sse bim followed by a whole crowd
of children, who harg upon him, whom
he teaches, instructs and tries to amuee,
He is alwaye at something good, not spar
ing himeeif for a moment ”

A MODEL (F CHARITY.

Abrut this tlme he took a resclution,
and cariied iz out, to divide bls pay isto
three parts each moath  Uae pars he rent
to his father, who wai then old aid had
failed In buelness; one he reserved for
the poor, and one for his own needs
How much this last was ran upon at times
by his charity to others we may caslly
sarmlse, He would often look jestiugly
at his empty cigarette case when he
bad not left himeelf a sou to replenish
ft. To show how well balanced was
bis mind and how correct his vlews
were abont reiiglon, we would quote
from s lotter madressed by him 1o bis
biother — the brother who war in Parls
dnrtog the troubled daye of '48, aud was
led away somewhat by the wlid political
passlons of the tima. The words ave inter.
e1ing, too, whea read in view of some cir
cnmatances in political life nearer homs:
HIS VIEWS ON THE SCOPE OF RELIGION

1 do vot think that religion shuuld
Intorfere direstly ia all polit'cal qnestons
lis duty is to keap before our miuds the
gorwpel privelples of religlon and charity,
1 do mnot say that religion should by
relegated to one department and politic
to aszather. Rellglon 1s a universsl law,
for the end ¢ mau {e to save hia soul, and
1t {8 for religion to procleim this. All
thinge—aatare, soclely—are bul means
fr man to atiain bta ead. In Adam all
fell ; nature becams corrupt, and this
o reuption more or less aff «cts everythiog,
and iz general society. Through Obries
we can ba relustated ju grace and cau
countersct this corruption. The result s
that retiglon, which reminds us of ull thls,
has fizst ¢'alm upon soclaty, that its warn
f.¢8 be heard and heeded.”

AN EXCITED VOYAGE,

The year 1850 saw M. Clerc take part
fn ap expedition which kept him away
from France fir ebout four years. It led
to strange adventure, aud opened ecenes
that were most novel, and gave opportun
itiea for the further exerc'se and develop-
ment of the qualities of his singular life,
The story, too, sheds a pleasant light on
French naval life that may astcnlsh some.
But we have already trauegressed our

louk at my past lite I vremble ; it is only

Mwits, and must wait to tell the tale in a
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