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*old pagan king’s ire broke forth like 
a torrent. Springing to his feet, he 
drew his skien (short sword) and 
waving it aloft cried aloud, “Had I 
been there I would have struck thus 
for that kindly God.” And with a 
blow he smote a limb from a tree 
close by. At the pame moment the 
death bell sprang from his forehead 
and kind Connal Mac Nessa was dead. 
—St. Paul Bulletin.
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Striking iu the extreme is the con­

trast been the Scriptural description 
of the first and of the second coining 
of our Blessed Lord. Infinite mercy 
is foreshadowed in the one, and 
infinite justice in the other. We 
now enjoy the blessed effects of His 
mercy : we have yet to experience 
the awful rigors of His justice. Oh, 
how terrible will be the latter for all 
those who will not have made a 
Christian use of the former ! To 
abuse God's mercy iu life, is, we are 
told, to hoard up wrath which will 
be vented iu the awful day of wrath. 
On that terrible day “we shall reap 
what we will have sown in life." 
Oh, with what intolerable anguish 
and confusion those will be seized 
who will not have availed themselves
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humanity, because they ignore divin­
ity, so iu the same degree, since they 
must love something, they turn their 
hearts to quadrupeds. It is a form 
of modern paganism that indicates 
souls callous and abandoned by com­
mon sense as well as grace.

Lately we knew of a gentleman, 
whose heart was closed against every 
charity, ordering his horses to he 
killed when he would die, lest they 
might be misused hy strangers. Oh, 
if the horses could find a tongue, 
what advice they would have given j
their solicitous (?) master ! So. , l 
these pagans lose their good judg- |
ment as well as the correct I
estimate of the purposes of all I
things. First, they miss the con- |
ception of the end of their own 1
creation, and then it comes easy to 1
be mixed in regard to the purposes ■
of other animals. The man who 
knows not his God cannot clearly 
understand the reasons of creation ^ 
or its any part—is not only in the 
way of his own high interests, but | H 
is, in general, a nuisance. 1 
Socialist finds in his a reason for |§ 
their vicious schemes, which would | h 
be eschewed as simple madness, only ^ 
for the supposed sympathy for the , | 
poor which is embodied therein, j |j 
This sympathy for humanity receives 83 
color from the solicitude of some 
infidel rich for their brutes. Tenny­
son hails such as these with :
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you may do so. In that

toFor the addition of the last line, 
the poet would call us to account 
for the age we live in is far more 
foolish than that which drew censure 
on the brute-lover, Lady Clara Vere 
de Vere, and Tennyson, even as 
philosopher and poet, could not 
prophesy its shams and sins.— 
Catholic Columbian.
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On that awful day of retribution, 
'the sinner will be without a friend. 
All will be his enemies. The angels 
and saints will be his enemies, 
because he is the enemy of God ; 
the reprobate and devils will be his 
enemies because other they cannot 
be. On that day the mother will cry 
-ont against her child, the wife 
against her husband, and the dearest 
friend shall be as the bitterest 

Yea, even all nature will

J9 ŸJ T

r*

9ness.
Consequently, the Apostles and 

their successors have the exclusive 
power to forgive sins. What is sin ? 

nimrTnT „rzx,TT xTAm zvzx mzv It is a violation of the law of God. 
CATHOLICS \ OLLI) NOT GOTO Each transgression constitutes a sep- 

CONFESSION IF CHRIST DID arate and distinct offense. Thus the 
NOT COMMAND IT Apostles have the power to remit or

(By Rev. Thom.. F. Coakley. D. D.. in Our retain eacU particular transgression 
Sunday Visitor) of the law. llOW COUld the Apostles

Catholics are reasonable people ; remit or retain sins unless they knew 
they have common sense ; they have what they were ? Christ did not 
education ; and as there are about intend that the power of forgiving 
300,000,000 Catholics in the world and retaining sins should be exer- 
there must be some very valid cisedblindly. He did not intend that 
reasons for their faith in confession, the Apostles should have the power 
otherwise they would not practice it. to remit and to retain sin in one 
It is absurd to suppose that so many undistinguished mass, 
hundreds of millions of sane and sen- Remember, the authority of the 
sible and educated people can be Apostles was to remit sins, not sin. 
deceived on so important a point. If they couid remit and retain sin, 

What then are the reasons ? There without distinguishing between dif­
are many of them, and space permits ferent violations of the law, then the 
the discussion of only one. whole end and purpose of these pow-

Christ, speaking to His Apostles, ers would have been substantially 
(and through them to their succès- defeated, and the exercise of their 
sors to the very end of time) said power would have been utterly use- 
“Whose sins you shall forgive they less. Christ told His Apostles to for- 
are forgiven : whose sins you shall give and retain sins, not sin. How 
retain, they are retained” (John could the Apostles and their succes- 
20 : 23.) sors tell what sins to remit or retain

Christ did not)4,imit this wondrous unless they first knew what they 
power to His twelve Apostles. He were ?
knew they were to die within a few Could you, dear reader, if you were 
years, whereas sin was to be forgiven a criminal, go into court, into the 
until the end of time. From the presence of the Judge, and say, 
above plain, obvious and explicit “ Judge, I am guilty ?” Would not 
passage, it is clear that our Lord the Judge immediately say, “ Guilty 
conferred upon the Apostles, the of what ; what crime have you corn- 
power to forgive or remit sins. But mitted ?”
there was also another power Hence the Apostles and their suc- 
bestowed upon the iVpostles, the cessors do not know whether to for- 
power to retain sins. And not only give or retain a sin until the sin is 
were these powers bestowed upon told in confession. Hence the very 
the Apostles, but our Lord expressly nature of the judicial power given by 
pledged Himself that the exercise of Christ to llis Apostles demands a 
these powers should be ratified by confession of sins. The power given 
Him, in the same way that He to the Apostles of either forgiving or 
pledged Himself to ratify in heaven retaining sins demands for its intel- 
what they should do, under the ligent exercise the statement of the 
power to bind and loose. (Matt. 18:18.) sins to those whom Christ clothed 

In conferring these important with the tremendous power of absolv- 
powers, our Lord did not intend to ing or retaining them. The power 
do an idle and useless thing. He given by Christ has two o >posite 
wished these powers to be put into effects : It is either for forgiveness, 
practical operation. The very act of or non forgiveness, and no judge can 
conferring these powers was in itself decide a case until he knows what it 
a command to use them for the pur- is the evidence must be presented 
poses intended. When the Constitu- to him, and this requires confession.

Y 10CONFESSION
/,enemy.

manifest its enmity for the sinner. 
The heavens will teem with the 
most awful signs to terrify the 
enemy of their Creator ; the earth 
will show itself in the throes of the 
utmost regret that it was ever cursed 
by his presence ; the sun, the moon, 
and the stars will all contribute to 
his terror. But though last not the 
least condemner of the sinner on the 
judgment day will be his own con­
science. Oh, so terrible will lie all 
his surroundings that he will even 
sigh to have the dreadful sentence of 
his condemnation pronounced, that 
he may hide himself in the fiery 
caverns of hell forever.

»
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ISICK SENTIMENTALITY

9 9inLately the Catholic King of 
Bavaria gave some leading dames of 
his monarchy an advice that should 
make them more human and less 
beastly. Like some of their ilk, on 
this side of life’s waves, they were 
breaking their little hearts over the 
suffering of beasts, and so went to 
His Majesty to implore his regal 
influence on behalf of asylums for 
sick animals. “My dear ladies,” said 
the monarch, “sick beasts we kill, 
but sick men we help. Use your 
money for the sick, the needy, and 
the helpless.”

With these sensible words that 
ignored their senseless appeal, the 
dear ladies went back to their homes, 
wiser if not prouder.

There is so much maudlin senti­
mentality about brutes. Often some 
fuzzy pup usurps the knee throne 
where baby should sit and coo. A 
parrot is preferred to the little auto­
crat of the breakfast table, aud even 
monkeys, dressed in their swallow­
tails, are not only set on the same 
plane with madam and monsieur but 
are .actually feted as the guests of 
honour. If the monkey could, he 
would, doubtless, pick his company. 
Then a pet cat or dog receives great 
consideration when dead, and, 
although human beings are house­
less under cold skies, a silk lined 
coffin receives the dear remains of 
pussy or puppy.

For shame that such should be. 
when God’s children are iu need ! 
For shame that men should prefer 
boasts to human beings, and deny 
the one what they lavish on the’ 
other I

4
3What a sentence it will be 1 Oh, 

behold the Judge with fire in His 
eyes, and terror in His countenance ! 
Listen to the thunder of His 
almighty voice, as He pronounces 
the dreadful sentence of the sinner's 
irrevocable doom : “Depart from Me, 

cursed, into everlasting fire, 
devil and

cP %
\1 ”9

you
which was prepared for the 
his angels." Go forever from Me, 
from My kingdom, from My angels 
and saints. In life you chose My 
enemies for your associates, you took 
Sides with the devil, go now with 

wretched companions into the /
your
abode, into the fire of devils, and 
take My curse with you. My curse 
you have chosen, and My curse shall 
be your everlasting lot. Forever it 
shall be to thee a source of the most 
dreadful complications of irremedi­
able evils.

Should not this cursory glance at 
the terrors of God’s justice be suffi­
cient to make the most hardened 
take advantage of God’s mercy in 
this our day ? Should we not now 

the seed we wish to reap here-

wear on the farm, climb- 
and so on.
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No one has more consolation than 
he who shares the Saviour s Cross. 
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