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‘•Oh, Father," exclaimed the at 
frighted townsmen, " that would be 
certain death ; he is the most voracious 
beast ever heard of."

•‘If he Is a beast," interposed an 
other ; “ for I verily believe that it is 
Satan himself in a wolf's hide."

o Neither must Satan presume to at 
tack the children of God. We will 
find the well and m«ke him mend his 
wavs Come." . , , ,

With much hesitation the frightened 
villagers pointed out the way. St. 
Francis took tho lead, while the brave 
men of Gubbio followed at a safe dis­
tance. They had not proceeded tar 
when suddenly the wolf loomed up tu- 
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The wolf stopped as if Vt!wstrained them, 
much frightened before the saint.

“Brother Wolf," said St. Francis,
- ■ what hast thou been doing ? 1 hear
very bad reports of thee."

Master Wolf hung his head and tried 
to look penitent, although that was 
rather a hard thing for a wolf to do.

,. it—e Vtoûi frlj.Tn i.srcd toUOW| MlV.iavs. f l*v. - - ' - "
attack these servants of God ?"

Lower went the wolf's head, 
townspeople began to leel courageous 
in the presence ot their abashed foe.

"Hark thee, my poor brother," con­
tinued the good saint, laying hls hand 
kindly on the robber's bead, “ thou 
must give up these bad ways and be 
come an honest wolf. 1 forbid thee 

again to approach the town or to 
beast in this neighbor
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The wolf looked up uneasily. What 
do without hia supply ot 

andwas he to
line lambs, innocent children, 
other delicacies ?

“ But thou r „ ,
Brother Wolf, for these men of Gub 
bio must pledge themselves to supply 
thee with food. ”

The wolf seemed relieved.
"Brother Wolf, come hither, con­

tinued St. Francis, "aud lay thy paw 
In my hand as a sign of thy promise 
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Master Wolf ambled up to the saint 
and laid hls huge paw confidingly In 
St. Francis’ outstretched hand.

" Good, Brother Wolf ; and now 
thou must make the same promise to
these men." . .

The wolf seemed to have no objec­
tions to this ; the men, however, did 
not seem anxious to grasp the wolfs 
paw. Everyone tried to take the last 
place and politely gave precedence to
hls neighbor, ,, ,__

At length St. Francis prevailed on 
of the boldest to approach the 

enemy, and the shaggy Intruder laid 
hls paw in the trembling hand of the 
dough'.y Mayor of the place.

“ This now la a solemn contract,. 
You, my brethren, are to bring daily 

edge of the thicket a sufficient 
supply of food for our Brother Wolf, 
and thou, wolf, are never to step over
the border on any condition. ”

The wolf shook hls shaggy head 
solemnly. Again the kind salut s hand 
was laid gently on the hitherto rapac­
ious wolf, and with a blessing he d s- 
missed him.

The Inhabitants wore 
and gratitude. They took the advice 
of the good saint to heart and began to 
lead exemplary lives as becomes true 
Christians. The Mayor never forgot 
his contract with Master Wolf, and 
appeared the wolf was quite as mindful 
of lt, for he never again ventured near 
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