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Austca lian News.
liditor “"“The Farmer’'s Advocate'’

The work of grading the seced wheat by the
State yovernment, of New South Wales,
wirich has undertaken to- control this and
next year’s Crf)p at a fixed price, is now going
on. It will be a striking object lesson to the
careiess farmer who planted anything 1n years
zone by. Though a great number grade, manure
and fallow, there are many who do not do any
of these things. It will be interesting to see if
they will profit by the practical advice which will
be forced wupon them. Tests made in Victoria
this season showed that graded seed increased
the yield by fifteen per cent.

The year 1915 opens strangely No one is
even tolerably sure of their footing The war
has cast its shadow over everything. The changes
which are forcing themselves upon the peopie are
creating hardships. There is plenty opportunity
here to launch out in the producing arena, hut
the disturbance is the trouble. When  you ashk
bodies of men to change from one avenue to an
other the task is stupendous. There is great
activity 'in the wheat districts, and scores are
taking up farming as a loop-hole of escape from
the dilemma. The State Governments are
guaranteeing a fixed price for next season’s grain,
and bountiful rains have encouraged the enter
prise of primary production.

The fruit-growers are wild at the ftreatment
they are receiving from America, and they ask
that the duty be increased five-fold to shut out
the competition. They say that whereas the con
sumers here prefer the imyported lemomns to the
local ones, owing to the get-up being better, that
the Australian fruit is in turn boycotted on the
American market. The excuse for refusing to
handle the Australian stufl over there is that
there is danger of introducing the tly, but they
argue that there is comparatively little fly 1t
is for the American authorities to answer the
charge that they are Trust-ridden, and for the
Australian grower to say why it is that the i
ported fruit is so much better graded than his

Australia has no practical knowledge of the
consumption of horse-flesh, as in the countries of
Furope, so it can be imagined what a surprise it
was 1o hear that a company had made applica
tion to the authorities for permission to export
this commodity—for use amongst the troops at
the front It seems that the application was
made on behalf of a hreeder who owns a large
numhber of fat horses wihich are not of much use
for ordinary purposes It is against the law
here to offer such food for sale, but "there does

not appear to he any reason why it should not
zo to those who care to eat it There 18 a
strong sentiment in Australia against this flesh
for food purposes as well as an  utter lack  of
taste, and people here  cannot understand how
any one could relish such a dish, but it is quite
a different story on the Continent. When a horse
becomes useless here in the cities he is slaught
ered and sent to the Zoo, while in the country
he is destroyed and huried with almost as much
respect as that accorded a human peing

An Australian inventor has added another
farm ifmpicment to the modern plant which hids
fair to create o revolution in  farm hushandry
[t is a sub-soiler, or deep soil cutter, and a trial
of it at the lHawkeshury College was witnessed
by over 200 representative men of the land The
implement tras o U-shaped blade, surrounded iy
a diamond-shaped frame,  {o which are attached

plow-like handles, and  which  runs  on  three
wheels, A lever =aises or lowers the wheels to
regulate the depdh of  the cutting  hlade, The

latter is set at a particular angle, the effect  of
which drives it into the ground at starting, and
continually Tifts the disturbed soil as the machine
moves alongr, In the frial six horses were hitehed
to the sub-sobier, which went through the soil o
a depth of 18 inches as if it had been  cutting
cheese, and loosened i, rvoising the surface o

couple of inche \ walking tick  afterwards

could bhe readily pushied {o the  full depth
shovelling it out, it was found that the soil was

thoroughly hroken up. With another agttachment
o drain 9 inches deep was cut o and cleaned out in
the nroee ,owhile yet another wing attachment
ta the de threw the loosened soil on one side
'hi cment o was  afterwards attached to  a
forble furrow plow, gl sub soiled (he 1and to i
nth f 10 inches helow the furroy Fhoesre
ne need to enlaryg unon the val f i |
ment of thi ort e \ 1 i
fliedor "} ot ) Toviryr thao
Wnepa © t arm

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

The New South Wales Government is preparing
to proceed with the (‘onslructi_un of the \\.lll‘l"l‘l(*
gamba Basin Scheme, which will be the »l\\l.L:p:(:\)
thing in irrigation in the Snut‘hm'n ll‘v_nn.\phon.
The water will be used by the City of Sidney and
the farmers of Cumberland. The \\'ullf‘ql»l ~lht'
impounding dam will risa to a height ‘ul‘...;v feet,
with a length i the widest part ol Q00  feet
This will conserve a total of 102 lhnu.\';\m.l mil
lion gallons of water: A tunnel of five miles in
leneth wili be employed to escort the water
the service mains. 1t “is estimated that the
scheme will cost £3,000,000. The land |u.'n'
served is not of a high-class character, but being
close o the city it can be very profitably used
in the production of foodstufls for the Metropolis
The science of irrigation is being made more at
tractive as a result of the success ol other
“dry o ospell

to

schemes in existence. and the recent \
which has created great harvdships in the  Tarmmy
helts.

Australia J. s, DUNNEI

The Experience of Experts With
Corn.

Before an audience of corn growers assembled
recently at Chatham, Prof (. A. Zavitz, ol the
Gntario Agricultural College, gave an interesting
address on the question of corn for fodder and
the silo Although conditions at Guelph are
comewhat different  from  those which exist n
various parts of Ontario, nevertheless hy o testing

different varieties vear after yveavr accurately, aied

in duplicate Proi. Zavitz has heen able 1o armye
at conclusions which in a general wal apply  ta
corn growing in Ontario from kFssex on the W est
to Prescott on the IRast, and Tenoskaming o
theNorth

Another factor entering into  eavperimental
work with corn is the fact that corn cross-terta
lizes and that the result of one year's crossing
will very materially afiect the results an future
years It is, therefore, necessary to procure new
secd each vear, as  the  cross-fertilization does
not aflfect the season's crop further than making
some change in the color of the kernels ’rof
Zavitz's words were directed chiefly to results oh
tamed from experiments with the seven different
varieties of corn which are heing reconmmended for
Ontario, namely, Salzer's North Dakota, Whit
(‘ap Yellow Dent, Wisconsin No. 7, Compton’s
ITarly, T.ongfellow, Bailey and Goldenr Glow
I[Dach of these varieties has  been under test in
the Ontario Agricultural Coilece for o number of
vears alomyr with g large number of other kinds

In these tests all varieties are  planted under
similar  conditions, as  to quality of soil,
method of planting, date of planting, ete., and
the tests were made in duplicate each yean I'he
varietioes were all  harvested ot the same thane,

and careful notes were  taten recarding totald
vield, vield of ears, stage of nraturity, et

I'he following table ¢iv s the averaoe resnlts
in tons per acre  per  annum o of  ears,  and  oOf
total green cron of the duplicate test<s Tor each
of the five of the varicties for the oeriod from
1906 to 1909 inclusive, and for esch ool

1\ Ol

the varieties for the period from 1910 to 1911

Varieties st
Salzer’'s North Dakota
Stiith's White Cap Yellow Dent
Wisconsin No. 7
(‘ompton's Farly
Longfellow
Bailey
Golden Glow

As Wisconsin No. 7 and the Goiden Glow were
not tested at the College previous to 1907 the
results for these varieties are not anrserted for the
first period, and as  the Bailey was dropped  in
1912 the results of that variety could not  he

included for the last period, Al seven varieties
were under test at the College for six vears from
1907 to 1912 inclusive The followmg gives the
average of twelve years in the six-vear period of

tons of cars and of tons of green crop per acre
per o annum Salzer’'s North Dakota, 3.7 and
19.5; Smith's White Cap Yellow Dent I and 18;
Wisconsin No, 7, 4 and 17.8; Compton’s  Farl)

1.1 - and 17.4; Bailev, 3.8 amd 16.7; 1 onciellow,
3.2 and 16, and Golden Glow, 4 and 152 The

1ee of matarity Ol the dilfTerent varieties 1S
very hnportant \ o caraful Notes on thig
point were taken ecach vear, and, as o result  of
the sixovear test, it was found that the varieties

canme in the following order in date of maturity,

startineg  with the  earliest, [Longfellow, Comp
ton's Farly, Salze North Dakota, Golden Glow,
nith’s White Cap Yellow Dent, Bailey and Wis
1 1l 3 o) ’,l ‘
In ordor 1o hringe out the aracter of different
trains of the me ariety, investigation  work
" d on with White Cap  Yellow Dent
d from fve diTerent sourcrs in south
western Ontario, mostly in F<sen County, These
( ' \ t A full 1 in each O1 t hi
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past five years. The average annual resultg of

which are presented in tle following table :

of
Tons of Ears

(inches)

Strain
Corn
Maturity

o U3
25§
Ly

o5 2

S b

ern & -1 0 o Comparative
D O v RS NS

ln comparing this table with what has alread,
heon said it will he seen that Wisconsin No.7 C('mi‘ﬂ
White Cap Yellow
the five different
Dent, which have
\gricultural Cgl-

the Smith's strain

existing conditions where 1t concerns the grower,

these tests apply universally

laid particular
The operations of s:lecting the proper
I'he speaker recommended not only select-

a small lap-hoard and shelling first
kernls from the cob, and discarding them for

then graded into

and long kernels which

growers were

the medium-sized

whiat rourh in its denting gave an average vield of
test extending over five
stmooth-dented
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