Here we were provided with ether horses, but of the same miserable
description: their backs cruelly galled by the ill-stuffed saddles, and
their ribs almost protruding from beneath their hair-divested hides,
the appearavce of these unfortunate animals was pitiable in the ex-
treme ; ard few of us, on leaving Fort Wayne, entertained the slight-
est doubt of their sinking successively beneath us, before our destina-
tion could be gained. The rain still coatinued to fall, and during the
latter part of October and the commencement of November we never
once behield the sun. Many of the officers were without great coats,hav-
ing been plundered of every thing, as well by the followers of the divi-
sion as by the enemy themselves ; and, although we each possessed a
change of linen, during the whole journey we had no opportunity of
Laving any thing washed, so that in a short time we were infested
by vermin, which gave the finishing stroke to our calamities. Still
we procceded on our journey, and through a country of the same cha-
racter with that we had previously traversed. On onc oceasion we
found oursclves stopped by a stream of considerable depth, the bridge
over whieh had been broken down by the torrent. No other alternative
remained than to swim our horses across, or run the risk of their
breaking their legs in the mterstices of the bridge, which had partly
sunk beneath the surfaceot the water. The former course was after du.
deliberation, adopted ; and lots baving been drawn, the first attempt de-
volved ou Licutenant Stokoe of the Royal Navy. Spurring his horse
into the curient, this cfiicer with much difficulty reachied the opposite
bank; but, unable to effect a landing, was thrown from his seat in
consequence of the violent struggles made by the animal, and, with
one foot fastened in the stirrup, lay for some moments in imminent
danger of perishing. At length, after much exertion, he succecded
in diseaogagivg hinselt, when clambermg up the steep, he soon drew
his horse alter him. This experiment being considered too dangerous
for repetition, we decided on effecting our passage across the bridge;
and owing to the caution we observed, no accident occurred to the
horses—a circumstance peculiarly fortunate, since we could have
found no means of supplying our loss. After several weeks of tedious
travelling through this dreary region, sowe few traces of civilization
and cuitivation were perceptible, and we finally beheld the banks of
the Scioto. On the opposite shore of this small river stands the town
of Chilicothe ; and alter having for the last time committed our steeds
and persons to the water, in defaunlt of a bridge, we found ourselves
at the termination of our journey, overcome with lassitude, and in
a state which might have caused us to pass for any thing rather than
British officers.  The party which had taken the route of Fort Meigs
was already arnived, and with it the troops of the division.

At Clilicothie, | was singularly fortunate in meeting with a gentle-

man who exercised the rites of hospitality in my fivor to the fullest !

extent. An apartment in his house was appropriated to my service,
acover daily laid at his table, and Ins horses declarcd at my command.
In short, vo individual in the character of a prisoncr of war had ever
less reason to inveigh azainst his destiny. This ray of sunshine
was, however, of short duration.  Soon after the arrival of the San-
dusky party at Chilicothe, the officers captured at the Moravian vil
lage were, in consequence of an order from the American government,
despatched to Frankfort, the capital of Keotucky—those of the naval

service alone being suffered to remain, and, through the influence used

by my kind host, my name was included in the listof the latter. At
the moment when we began to reconcile omselves to our sitnation,
and to appreciate the attention paid us by the more respectable in-
habitants, an order suddenly arrived for our close imprisonment,
This unexpeeted measure owed its origin to the following circum-
stance. Among the prisoners taken at the affair in which the la

mented General Brock lost his life, twenty-three men, recognized as
deserters trom the various regiments in Canada, had been sent to
England, and subsequently tried and convicted, The execution of
the sentence had, however, been deferred. The American govern-
ment was no sooner apprised of their impending fate, than, acting on
that system of naturalization which, in defiance of every principle of
equity, would preclude the hitherto undisputed right of nations to
punish their eriminal subjects, they caused an equal number of Bri-
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tish seldiers to be kept closely confined, to answer as hostages for the
safety of the convicted deserters. This unjustfiable proceeding was
followed by the seclusion of twenty-three commissioned, and an equal
number of non-commissioned American officers, and retaliated by
them in a similar manncr; so that finally nearly all the officers of
both parties were deprived of their liberty, and liable at any moment
to answer with their lives for the apostacy of three and twenty indi-
viduals America should Lave blushed to claim as subjects of her
republic,

With a view to the thorough comprehension of the subject by the
reader, and to exhibit in its true light the extraordinary course pur-
sued by the United States, it will be important here to annex, not
only the remonstrance ot the British Government, as conveyed
through two distinet general orders issued by Sir George Prevost,
under the direction of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, but
the particular instructions, for the close confinement of the officers of
the Right Division in the Penitentiary of Frankfort, transmirted by
the American Secretary of State to the Governor of Kentucky,

General Order,

Head Quarters Montreal, Oct. 27, 1813.

ITis Excellency the Governor General and Commander of the
Forees, having transmitted to His Majesty’s Government a letter
trom Major Gen. Dearborn, stating that the American Commissary
ol Prisoners in London had made it known to his Government, that
twenty-hree soldiers of the 1st, 6th and 13th Regiments of United
States Infautry, made prisovers, had been sent to England and held
in close confinement as British subjects, and that Major Gen. Dear-
born had received instructions from his Government, to put into close
confinement twenty-three British soldiers, to be kept as hostages for
the safe keeping and restoration in exchange of the soldiers of' the
United States, who had been sent as above stated to England ;—in
obedivnce to which instructions, he had put twenty-thiee British
soldiers into close confinement to be kept as hostages; and the per-
sons referred to in Maj. Gen. Dearborn’s letter being soldiers ser-
ving in the American army, taken prisoners at Queenstown, who had
declared themselves to be Dritish born subjects, and were held in
custody in England there to undergo a legal trial,

His Excellency the Commander of the Forees has received the
commands of His Roval Highness the Prince Regent, throuch the
Right Honorable the Earl Bathurst, Secretary of State, to lose no
time in communicating to Major Gen. Dearborn, that he has trans-
mitted a copy of his letter, and that be isin consequence instructed,
distinetly 10 state to Maj. Gen, Dearborn, that His Excelleney nas
received the commands of His Royal Highuess the Prince Regent,
forthwith to put in close confinement, foriy-six American officers and
non-commissioned officers, to be held as hostages for the safe keep-
ing of the twenty-three Dritish soldiers stated to have been put in
close confinement by order of the American Government,

And he is at the same time to apprize him tha' il any of the said
Dritish soldiers shall suffer death, by reason that the soldiers now un-
der confinement in England have been found guilty, and that the
known law, not only of Great Britain, but of every independent state
under similar circumstances, has been in consequence executed, he
has been instructed to select out of the American ofticers and pou-
commissioned officers put into confinement as many as double the
number of British soldiers who shall have beea so unwarrantably put
to death, and cause such oflicers and non-commissioned officers to
suffer death immediat.ly.

And His Excellency is further instructed to notify to Major Gen.
Dearborn that the commauders of His Majesty’s armies, and fleets
on the coast of America have received instructions to prosecute the
war with unmitigated severity against all Cities, Towns, and Vil-
lages belonging to the United States, and against the inbhabitants
thereot, ift after this communication shall have been duly made to
Major Gen. Pearborn,and a reasonable time given for its being trans-
mitted to the American G vernment, that Government shall unhap-
pily not be deterred froin putting to death any of the soldiers who now
are, or who may hereafler be, kept as hostages fo: the purposes stated
in the letter from Major Gen. Dearborn. ;

His Excellency the Commander of the Forces, in announcing to
the T'roops the commands of His Royal Highness, the Prince Regent,
is confident that they will feel sensible, of the paternal solicitude
which His Hoyal Highness has evinced for the protection of the per-
son and honor of the British soldier, thus grossly outraged in contempt
ol justice, humanity,and the Law of Natioas, in the persons of twen:
ty-three soldiers placed in close confinement, as hostages tor an egual
number of traitors who had been guilty of the base and unnatural
crime of raising their parricidal arms against that country which gave
them birth, and who have been delivered over for legal trial w0 the
just laws of their offended country.

The Briush soldier will feel this unpriecipled outrage, added to
the galling insults and cruel barbarities thut are daily wantonly in-
flicted on many of his unfortunate comrades, who have fail ninto
the enemy’s hands, as additional motives to excite his d.icrmined
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