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strength and stamina are te be looked for among the cultivators of the land.—Zora Chatham
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Doing for Rural Schools

Worderlul Growth. Advanllgu states of the union and over 15,000
& time is said to have taken the ¢ bt : sctools have been consolidated, They
ke e amount of soap consumed by a Outlined and Ol'»!ccuona-Conlldered. -Fouﬁ‘i and are in all parts of the country and
community as the best measure of it Concluding Article of the Series seem to thrive equally well jn the

nquet:  wvilization. A British Chancellor of

the Exchequer at a luter time claimed
hat the quantity of sulphuric acid
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mals of th, * Manufactured in Britain might be taken as a  Mass,, some 40 vears 480, to conceive the idea  Ficrida,
measure of the civilisition of the hation, assert-  of combining into one, groups of the small [n Canada we seem to be slower to recognize
intry, Mr. | ing that this substance played %o important a  country schools of his district. The movement  a good thing or else more joined to the idols we
';‘('i'c‘:d“g; part in manufactures gonerally that jt might well vas for % years in the embryo stage, obscure,  have been accustomed to bow to, for the move.
) extremes | Fank as a standard. Recently the New York Out out of sight and unheard of. Then jt began to  ment is just getting started here. Ontario nus
ints of the | look has set Up a new standard, saying of a back- show sig>s of life and about the beginning of the done practically nothing. That may be owing to
‘¢ seem to | ward county in one of the States that it had only’  present century those who were keeping up with the unfortunate selection made for the loci.ion
:;‘Z’“(:‘:l“"if one consolidated school, What would become of educational progress heran to hear of it. Since of Sir William MacDonald’s experimental scho)!,
our Ontario civilization if measured by this stan-  that time the fapidity of growth has been amaz- o1 it may not. Some progress has been made
said Mr. | dard? ing, till at present it has taken root in some 32 in New Brunswick, where seven schools are in
' the long~ What is now generally known as operation Manitoba, howeve A
We Bave { ine consalidated rural school is a takes the lead. There the move. iy
‘;»b‘::ilrl:slhoi: wurely American product, In the ment took definite shape in 1606 42
my mind | densely populated areas of Britain At the end of 1912 there were 47
lent quali- | «nd ‘he European continent the consolidated schools, and in Nov. K
purpose. | (onditions that make it necessary ember last year, 55 ]
"’:{ ';"’“1; ur even desirable are wanting, On MEANING OF CONSOLIDATION %
| by high | shis continent, however, conditions As the terms implies consolida- {1
are entiraly different, The country tion is the joining together of sev- {
m 'Gl:‘ school is often isolated, poorly at. eral small rural schools to form ! _“
rep!r::ten- rendcdv and without social or even one larger school. In some places o
nd at the | educational influence or prestige, the township is made the unit of &
»s of one The little ope-roomed school consolidation, but experience has 1
o the size | . one teacher served its day shown that this is frequently un-
filh’?:ff:: and generation well. It belongs wise. Groups can be made to work
© the past rather than to the more economically and efficiently
NT present, and it should not now be N many cases by disregarding
ple advo- | oormitted 1o stand as au obstacle township lines or even county
S':,?.f"’ia in the path of progress. Could we lines. When the group is formed,
ing. We | bave in our rural communities the a building large enough to ac-
hire bull. | school of half a century ago with commodate all the children of the
r calves. ')ise g0 or 80 pupils, many of them, combined schools is erected in the
:i’;“b;?]‘: especially in the winter months, most accessible place. It is thor-
e proce- | between 15 and 20 years of age, oughly equipped with all the ap-
. These | with a strong man in charge, it pliances of a modern school, for
breeding. | might be different That has gone, one of the purposes of the move-
S heifers Bowever, never to return. How ment is to give the children of the
d :l:‘ ampletély gone will be seen when farmer all the advantages town
are  wit it is stated that there are now children have, which cannot be
this way | about 5,600 rural schools jn Ontar- done in the little one-roomed
net lines | io with a total enrolment that ay. school A “school yard” of from
s weﬁex- crages about 40 for each and an SIX to ten acres is generally pro-
:;mu.ll:: average attendance of slightly vided, which gives ample scope for
n. over half thator about 9. Deduct games of all kinds and leaves
from this some 400 s¢ hools, which plenty of room for gardens, experi-
uld pay | owing to their location in country Y mental plots and ornamental plant-
erests is villages have a larger attendance Is the Change Here Illustrated a Good One for the Country Child? ing. To this school the children
m‘:;"::’ with two or three teachers, and the

The farmers' children around Suowllake, Man., used to

bleak, rugged hills of Maine and
Vermont, the breezy stretches  of
North Dakota, or the balmy glades ot

et their education in the un. are brought in vans, which in the

wre pure | figures for the purely rural schools  attractive, under-equipped and poorly manned sohools, 1. 3 most successful schools are pro-

ny scrub § will be considerably lowered. They now attend the ""::’.‘" Sauibped Consolidated Gohool, No. “:h"' oy by and remain the property

It was a consideration of con- fo eohool as they used to do, the children travel in of the school. For these vans com-

% ekt ditions such as these that lod Sup. 'm gomfortablo covered vans seen (n No.l 5. Would such ‘-:.mlh petent and responsible drivers are
% | vintendent Eaton of ~

~Outs Dept. of Education. em, and the children g0
)




