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I'here is a vast difference be

tween the texture of the soil on
the open prairie and that of the
forest. In the first case there is
1 ering of tough npact sod

while the soil beneath it is so
hard as to be almost impene
trable for the roots of plants. In
the forest, however, there will
invariably be found several inches
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With regard to soil preparation
for the reception of trees, Mr
Norman Ross (Chief of the Tree
Planting Division) savs in his
exhaustive work on the subje
‘In most cases trees will be found

to do best on land that has been

yet in its “teens” but doing duty

under crop for at least a year
previous to planting But as

many have no land under cultiva
tion where they wish to plant,
they can by a very thorough cul
tivation of the soil during one
season in an ordinary year bring
it into Ot state for setting out the
young trees. In a very dry year
me season may not prove long
enough to sufficiently rot the sod
and in such cases it will be more
satisfactory to defer planting un
til the land is in a suitable con
dition, as upon this practically de
pends the future success of the
plantation.”

“To prepare sod land for plant
ing” (still. quoting from Mr
Ross’s  bulletin), it should be
broken about two inches deep as
soon as the frost leaves the ground
in spring. When the sod is fairly
well rotted, it should be backset
about two or three inches deeper
and thoroughly worked up with

worthy of a veteran forest

A transformaiion scene from the bare sod of a few years ago

be given, working up the ground
eight or ten inches deep. On the
following spring no further plow
ing will be necessary except when
the trees are being planted, and
then a plow should be used to
open up a deep furrow in which
the young trees are to be set.”
Perhaps the very best prepar
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trees is, in the sea
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planting t TTOW
potatoes or somie
othcr hoed crop re
juiring  deep and
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moved, again plow
the land as deep as
possible
Ihe

trees and the dis

position of them 1s

extent a matter ot
taste in the hands
of the farmer but
he will first of all
have to find out
and make a list of
those varieties
which experience

has found will suc-
ceed or are not likely to do
well in the particular character of
soil on his farm. Again we might
quote from the authority already
referred to, but as the matter
covers s® much ground and has
to ll\
Mr. Ross, we strongly recommend

been so thoroughly gone 1

those we can interest in this great
forward movement to obtain a
copy of this (Bulletin No. 1) from
the Forestry Branch, Depart-
ment of the Interior. It covers
practically all conditions common
to the three provinces of Mani-
toba, Saskatchewan and Alberta

Let the open season of 1914 be
a time ol preparation at every
suitable opj ortunity for planting
as soon as the frost leaves the soil
in 1915, Get your information
down pat and see some reliable
nurseryman’s stock in course of
the summer. Wayside seedlings
are scarcely worth collecting and
are not uniformly successful when
transplanted.




