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TORONTO, THURSDAY, JUNE 2, 1904
CHROMCLBS OF AN OLD-

7 TIMER
Here of TheUer i Memoirs The Trials 

of the PatrieU Begun-The U. S.
itorfora With Further 

on the Border—Sir George 
Arthur Supersedes Sir F. B. Head as 
Governor, but There Is little Change 
la Peltey—General Thetier Told He 
Must Haag-Get. Sutherland, ef the 
Invaders, Attempts Suicide—Convte; 
Uon of Lout and Matthews—ion 
Montgomery Found Guilty—Theller 
III in Toronto Jail.

Chicago, May 28, 1904. 
Editor Catholic Register:

Following are more of Theller's 
most interesting memoirs:

The grand jurors were now sum
moned, and aa they had intelligence 
from the spies along the frontier 
that nothing more would be attempt
ed, as a mutual understanding exist
ed between the officers of the United 
States and the Canadian governments 
who were in command, notwithstand
ing the outrage of the Caroline, 
so that every movement of the pa
triots should be made known to the 
Tories, they began to work their hell
ish system of revenge. We were vis
ited daily by members of the most 
ruffianly looking characters, hired to 
swear against us, for the purpose 
that they might “see the prisoners," 
so as to be able to recognize them 
before the grand jury. Woe to the 
prisoner who had the least valuable 
property to be confiscated, for these 
perjurers were told they were to have 
the property if they could swear suf- 
hcieutly to have them convicted. They 
■were generally the vilest of the tile 
Orange faction, who thought no more 
of an oath than they wdkld of the 
most trivial allair, and particularly 
when there was anything to be made 
out of the matter. At first, and'at 
the commencement of affairs, there 

evidently some doubt as to the
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government, and the others charged
exorbitantly for their services. Cue 
hundred dollars was thought nothing 
of as a retaining fee, and that, 
too, in a place where there were 
such a number to be tried.

Indictments were coming in coin 
tinually. Still there was none found

Sinst us. We could not imagine
it they would do with us. Know

ing that, as American citizens, they 
could not try us for treason, not 
owing allegiance to the queen; and 
they appeared to be of the same op
inion. A few days after we were 
taken a law was passed that all citi
zens of the United States taken in 
.arms, fighting against her majesty or 
aiding or abetting the rebels, should 
be tried by court martial, ar.d if 
found guilty should suffer death. This 
law being de facto a law made after 
we were taken prisoners, they could 
not well try us under it; but as they 
cared little what they did, they 
found laws as the emergency required. 
We were called brigands and pirates; 
yet, as such, we couldn’t lawfully 
be tried; for in the first place, we 
had not committed any act of pir
acy; and again, they had no laws ip 
the province to punish that offenee, 
had we been guilty; nor had they any 
court of admiralty, and It was the 
opinion of the lawyers that we would 
have to go to England, and there be 
tried; but it would not satiate their 
love pf blood to let us slip out of 
their hands. They feared England 
against the crown of which they said 
the offence was committed, might be 
too lenient with us, and they would 
not be able to have their vengeance 
glutted. On the 24th of March, how
ever, the question so far as their 
right to trv us was settled. Ln the 
evening of that day 1 was presented 
with a copy of an indictment by the 
queen’s counsel, setting forth that 
“whereas. Edward Alexander Theller 
of the township of Malden, in the 
western district, Stephen B. Brophy 
of the township and district of the 
aforesaid, and Walter Chase, of the 
Township of Yarmouth, in the Lon 
don district, not having the fear of 
God before their eyes, and instigat
ed by the devil, nor weighing the al
legiance they owed to her majesty 
the queen, did, on the ninth day of 
January, traitorously assemble with 
wicked and evil designing men to the 
number of five hundred or upwards! 
armed with swords, pistols, muskets, 
cannon, dirks, bowie-knives and other 
warlike weapons, and traitorously de- 
devised -the death of her majesty the 
queen, and with force and army did 
then and there ^ etc., etc.,

* • *

This was a grave charge, certainly, 
but we could not but laugh in the 
face of the learned counsel in giving 
us a domicile at Malden, and trait
orously devising the death of a little 
girl in England, three thousand miles 
off. It was rather insulting to Bro
phy and'Nfiiyself as Irishmen, who are 
proverbial for their love of the ladies, 

every that we, of all the rest, should be 
who | accuse^ of such an offence. None of
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manner the home government would 
wish the prisoners to be treated.
The English papers had come out in 
severe terms against Sir Franois 
Bond Head’s proceedings, and insist
ed on his recall; a report became 
current , that he was to be recalled, 
and his place to be supplied by an
other in the person of Sir George 
Arthur. For a while people appear
ed to act undecided; but as soon as 
the character of Sir Geo. Arthur was 
known, and judging from what had 
been said of him and the ministry 
sending him out, that nothing but 
harsh measures would be resorted to, 
they began in earnest. Bills of in
dictment were formed and placed in 
the hands of those in prison 
evening by a Mr. Sherwood, who ! accused
acted in the capacity of queen’s conn- ! the other prisoners taken on Ixtard 
sel, at the same time bringing with of the schooner were mentioned, un- 
him two persons to witnesj; the de- less they were thought to 
livery. j parcel of the five hundred

A law' had been passed at that j evil-designing mob, with whom we
rob her 

life, 
her

crown and dignity 
As Sutherland was taken after the 

“act of trying citizens of the United 
States taken in arms,” was passed,

he part and 
l wi<*ed and

time, giving the power to the colon- had traitorously conspired to
ial government to pardon any person hfiear little
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ighy to prison, 
garrison, where

majesty of her
accused of treason and indicted, if he . "against her sovereign will, 
would, beiore the trial, confess his 
guilt, together with the condition 
that his property both real and per
sonal, should be confiscated forever; 
or the person could be banished from 
the province for a given period or 
perpetually, on such forfeiture of his 
property. This was said to he ow
ing to the vast number of persons 
indicted who could .not be tried, as 
the time of their trials would occupy 
the whole summer, being not less 
than from three hundred to four hun
dred in the neighborhood of Toronto 
alone that were indicted, besides the 
great expense they were under in 
maintaining the prisoners, "fattening

but
the

was
and
who

them for the gallows,” as the Mon
treal Herald remarked, and the num
erous guard required to watch over 
them; and, above all, the necessity of 
not driving the people to desperation, 
in the present state pf the province. 
A list of those who need not expect 
mercy was made out, and the attor
neys being all, with few exceptions, 
of the Tory school, their interests 
were looked to. They received fees 
from prisoners to plead for them; 
they directed them to petition for 
pardon to save life with loss cf pro
perty, stating that if tried thev 
would be executed. All the judicial 
talent at the bar was secured by the
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he was not brou 
confined at the gar 
court martial was to sit. He 
furnished with quarters there, 
guarded by the regular soldiers 
were in the garrison. The evening 
previous to the court martial conven
ing, he obtained an interview with 
Sir Francis, when he wanted, as was 
natural with a man in like circum
stances—Midshipman Easy like — to 
reason the matter with hint, with re
gard to the absurdity of taking his 
life. It was said of him that he of
fered, in case his life should be spar
ed, to make certain disclosures that 
would implicate gentlemen in the 
province who were not even suspect
ed by the government, who had aided 
and assisted in the matter, together 
with some of the state authorities of 
New York and Michigan, and also of 
the United States; but not having 
any documents with him to substan
tiate the matter, the-government 
lent an unwilling ear. The papers 
by which he could prove those facts, 
he said, were stolen from him in De
troit, and in the pursuit of which he 
had been when taken. The governor 
informed him that he could not inter
fere with what he termed the “due 
course of law"; at the same time 
plainly and politely informing him 
—for Sir Francis prided himself much 
on his politeness—that the coud 
would find him guilty and that he 
would be hanged; and concluded by 
saying that he, Sutherland, was -old 
enough, had made his selection, and 
must now suffer the consequences 
There is not a doubt in my mind 
that if Sutherland had been tried the 
next day, as was anticipated, the 
court, composed as it was, and from 
the tone of the official papers, would 
have found him guilty; and that im
mediately after their sentence, he 
would have been executed. But he 
foiled them. On retiring to his quar
ters he obtained some warm water 
to bathe, as he said, his feet, and 
when the eons table, who remained in 
the room to watch him, had fallen 
asleep, he sat on the bed, placed his 
feet in the water, tied up his arm 
and hit feet, and with a pen-knife, 
which he had borrowed from orie of 
the guards to make a pen, he opened 
a vein in each toot, and in his .arm. 
When the blood began to flow he lean
ed himself back on the bed, which 
aroused the officer, who, on finding 
his prisoner did not answer him when 
spoken to, thought he had fallen 
asleep and attempted to arouse him, 
but perceiving the blood flowing free
ly. he gave the alarm. Now as the 
soldier could not leave his post, and 
the length of time ere the sergeant 
of the guard could arrive, and then 
go for the surgeon, was longer than 
was anticipated, Sutherland had 
fainted in reality, and had likely to 
have carried the joke further than he

On the arrival of the 
and the officers of the guard, 

others of the mess, they did 
what' was necessary to arrest the 
hemorrhage. The officers on looking 
about, discovered some letters which 
Sutherland had written before the af
fair, and directed them unsealed, to 
the care of the commanding officer. 
They were read by the officers to find 
if they could not throw some light on 
the matter. In them were found the 
reasons for committing the act, as 
well as conveyinghis last wishes, 
with some trifling betjuests which he 
had made to certain individuals, as 
well as some insinuations as to 
the fate that awaited him when tried 
by militia officers, with, of course, 
some complimentary remarks in re
gard to the regular officers; which 
last, knowing there was no good
will existing between them and the 
militia, was a most politic move, 
and he therefore secured an interest 
In Mm favor which he knew would 
have its effect. It was some time 
before he recovered from his weak
ness so as to have his trial, during 
which time, however, he had every 
care taken of him, so as to be able 
to, as soon as possible, undergo the 
trial. Meanwhile the new governor, 
Sir George Arthur, arrived; and as 
soon as Sutherland was able the trial 
proceeded. Htf had the assistance of 
able counsel, George Ridout, Esq., 
and others, volunteeing their aid; 
and on his trial It was said he show
ed considerable tact in cross-examki- 
fng the witnesses, and in the defence 
before the court. The court differed 
among themselves in regard to the 
constitutionality of the law, or at 
least the carrying into execution of 
such a measure, until the law was 
sanctioned by the home government, 
they wisely agreed that if according 
to that law they should hang him, 
and the imperial parliament not c^- 
cur in the right assumed by the lefH- 
lature of Upper Canada in passing it. 
discretion would be found the bette' 
part of valor. "If lie be hung," sal 
one, “we cannot recall him to life 
again.” So thev agreed, and gave 
their verdict “that the prisoner, 
Thomas Jefferson Sutherland, he 
transported as a felon, to one-of His 
Majesty’s penal colonies, tor the term 
of his natural life.”

Inhere seemed to be among the 
ones a great deal of dissatisfaction 

on Che subject of the verdict, which 
had been kept secret for several days; 
but to palliate the matter, the Pa- 
trio( (the official paper) came out 
with a statement that Sutherland 
wou|d be useful to them, having made 
important disclosures to the gover
nor. Whether he had or not I do 
not know, but that) there were war
rants issued for the authorities, and 
who absconded the next morning, arc 
facts well known to all those # who 
at that time were in Toronto. ____

noxious to hear some news from my 
family. After little conversation, 
which on my part was gay and cheer
ful, 1 perceived that be was laboring 
under some very unpleasant errand. 
1 made some enquiry about what was 
going on hi Michigan, and in badinage 
remarked that I hoped to see him 
ere long in Detroit) and over a bot
tle of wine we would canvass these 
strange affairs.

“You will never see Detroit."
‘Never! indeed; and from whom 

have you that information?”
“From good authority."
“Well, what do they intend to 

with me—hang me, 1 suppose?"
“Yes. I am sorry to say that 

must be hanged. 1 had it from 
governor himself, who said it must 
be done as an example to our people 
to prevent their interference with 
what you know they have no right to 
interfere."

“We will not argue that matter 
J now," said I, “but I would like to 

know how it is you are so Intimate 
with the .governor that he tells you 
what must be my fate, even before I 
am tried. But, on reflection, I un
derstand the matter You

do

you
the

thought then, and 
away their lives.

On the 39th March they were called 
upon to receive their sentence, which 
was that they should be executed on 
the 12th April, 1838. Although we 
expected it, yet It took us by sur
prise, that there was no more time 
allowed them. It had been the opin
ion of all that the governor would at 
least take time to have the British 
government notified, and receive ite 
advice. When they returned from the 
prison they were chained anew and 
removed from our room to the con
demned cells.

After the sentence of Messrs, Lount 
and Matthews, the court adjourned 
for some days; when Jbhn Anderson 
of Toronto was called; and be, also, 
by the advkw of his legal adviaers- 
Toriee—pleaded guilty. Gilbert F. 
Morden stood bis "rial, and was 
found in nrmr’at Montgomery’s, and 
on hie way to the United States, 
with some letters found on him from 
some of the patriot leaders, to cer
tain influential citizens, begging the 
aid of Americans for some future ris
ing, which was thought a matter so 
heinous that he could not expect mer
cy. John Montgomery's trial lasted 
a whole day. Nothing could be 
proved against him, but that hit tav
ern stand, a short distance from To
ronto, and which he, as a public 
tavernkeeper, had given them food, 
when they demanded and paid for it. 
It was not proved that he had been 
in arms, advised with the revolution
ists, or aided them in the slightest 
degree. But be had been a Reformer 
—was a man of wealth; his buildings 
valued at $20,000, had been burnt by 
order of Sir Francis Bond Head; and, 
if not found guilty, the property of a 
man who had always been the support
er of Mackenzie, would have to be re
funded, as the burning had taken 
the legislature, called the indemnity 

! she legislature, called the indemnity 
act. This act was to indemnify and 

of the peace,

S^. JosiJoseph s Rector Gone 
His Reward

. ,,,maF 8° keep harmless, justices M ,----and tell the governor Iwillsee De-: officers of the militia, and other per 
troit again, and I will live there long 80n8 jn authority In the province, ti 
enough to expose you. Good morning I _„n ai.—- i—* —  morning
Sir."

I had some idea from what I had 
witnessed, of the feeling towards roe, 
but still I was puzzled and sur
prised that the governor should so 
far commit himself as to state what 
must be the fate of one, who by their 
own law must be considered innocent 
until he was proved guilty. I saw, 
however, how matters stood, and pre
pared myself to act accordingly. I 
perceived that the only alternative I 
had was to follow the bend of my 
natural inclinations— fight it out to 
the last. If they tried me as a sub
ject of Great Britain, notwithstand
ing my citizenship, they gave me a 
powerful appeal to my own govern
ment. and if they succeeded In carry- 

iiu"tiAg their plan* into execution, I 
ife I would be sacrificed, hut my death 

would do more for the freedom of 
Canada than I could if living. It 
would De another strong argument 
for the 1'niled States to demand re
dress and which, from the nature of 
our people in general, and of natural
ized citizens in particular, the presi
dent would be obliged, whether will
ing or not, to notice. To be sure, 
it would put me out of the way of 
doing mischief, but there would be the 
consolation of there being added thou
sands of better men to the standard, 
who would rally and teach England, 
if she must have us for her subjects 
Tor hanging, they could sow their 
own hemp and reap it with their own 
sickles, and from British soil too.

The trials of those indicted now be
gan to come on, and as numbers were 
petitioning the governor for pardon, 
Messrs. Lorent. Matthews, Brophy, 
Anderson, Montgomery, Durand and 
others, petitioned. They received for 
answer that the governor and coun
sel had examined into their cases.and 
were of the opinion they must stand 
their trial and abide the issue, as the 
government could not interfere to 
save them from the offended laws of 
their country. I did not apply for 
pardon for the following reasrtfis: 
First, I knew I had been set down 
on thb black list as one who must be 
executed; and, secondly, that as an 
American citizen, I was resolved ne
ver to degrade myself by saying that 
I could be or was guilty of treason, 
thereby taotitlv admitting myself to 
be a subject of Great Britain I 
spurned the thought, as unworthy of 
my birth and my adopted countiy, 
and expecting nothing from their 
mercy, only had Slope founded upon 
their fears, which, as the sequel prov
ed, was well entertained.

The first intimation I had of what 
I might expect, was from a Tory gen
tleman from Detroit, who was said 
to be a spy, and which after cir
cumstances convinced me to lie a 

(.fact. He called to see me, arid as he 
"was the first person who Met leave 
to call upon me from my borne. ! was
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The first of the state trials were 
those of Lount and Matthews. They 
were advised by their counsel to 
plead guilty to the- indictments and 
throw themselves on the mercy of the 
government. As the new governor 
had not yet had time to mix with 
the cabal that bad wrought upon the 
passions of his vain fopling of a pre
decessor—and from the opinion, that 
although the present governor was of 
the ultra Tory school of politics—his 
recent arrival with instructions from 
the home government, as they were 
informed, to act as pacificator to the 
Canadians, and also thinking that he 
brought with him the manly frankness 
of the old soldier, the wish to show 1 
the people that England was strong 
enough to be merciful to a fallen en
emy, as he had stated in answer to 
an address congratulating him on his 
arrival among them, by the citizens 
of Toronto; and, in fact, that as the 
revolution had now ceased, and no j 
measures which the people might have 
anticipated for vengeance, would be 
resorted to, mercy might be extend
ed.

I Vas much opposed to my friend 
Lount pleading guilty to the charge, 
as I was certain that other things 
which they could not prove, and of 
which he was not guilty, would be / 
laid to his charge; and, as to any 
faith in the mercy of the government,
I had never dreamed of. However, 
he, as well as Mr. Matthews, follow
ed the wishes of their legal advisers, 
one of them a Tory and tbe other a 
very timid Reformer, who, in fact, 
was almost afraid to take their cases 
In hand, or speak on the subject for 
fear of offending the ruling powers. 
Thef; by so doing, virtually, I

IBpi _ M
1 well as divers loyal subjects, against 

being barrassed by actions at law, 
or complaints of any kind, for illeg
al arrests, and detention or destruc
tion of property of persons suspected 
of treason, misprison of treason, or 
treasonable practices. So, Mont
gomery, on these grounds, was found 
guilty, and his property thereby con
fiscated, He was, however, recom
mended to mercy by the jury.'Mercy! 
Ye gods, how merciful to rob, plun
der and burn, anA cast an honorable 
man’s family uponXthe cold charity of 
the world, and thtin console him bv 
saying, we will recommend to the 
chief of our banditti that your life 
be spared; but let him doom you to 
chains and slavery “for the remain
der of your natural life."

Note by the Editor —Henry Sher
wood, the crown prosecutor here men
tioned, was afterwards member of 
parliament for Toronto under the 
Union Act, and was one of the Con
servative leaders during the battle 
for responsible government. Tbe 
Montreal Herald, which was a rabid 
Tory organ during the rebellion, af- I 
ter wards changed front—and became 
the organ of the English Lower Ca
nadian Reformers, led by Hon Luth
er H. Halton. Where were the Re
form lawyers in those days of trial 
and tribulation, such as the Hon. 
Robert Baldwin, John Henry Dunn, 
Jas. Harvey Price and others? John 
Montgomery was one of those suffer
ers who received compensation in 
1849, through the Rebellion Losses 
Bill, by the Baldwin-Lafontaine ad
ministration, passed that year, for 
the wanton destruction of his pro
perty; but the Tories had their re
venge for the passage of this Act by 
burning the parliament bouse in Mon
treal, rotten-egging Lord Elgin for 
signing the Bill, and starting a Tory 
annexation movement. The judge 
that presided at those trials, I think, 
was Judge Hagerman, a died-in-tlie- 
wool Tory.)

WILLIAM HALLEY.

Former Ottawa Priest Mad.

LowelljoMass., May 31.—Rev. Jos
eph N. Guillard, O.M.I., at one time 
the foremost oblate in the country, 
died at the Tewksbery Novitiate this 
morning of paralysis. He had been 
pastor of St. Joseph’s Church of Ot
tawa.
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Bet. Father Philip Benny Batch Passed 
Awaj la SL Joseph's Hospital 

1 After Lent IBnees
Hamilton, May 30,-Rev. Father 

Philip Henry Houck, rector of St. 
Joseph’s parish, this city, and oae 
of the beet known and most beloved 
priests of the Catholic diocese of 
Hamilton, passed into his last long 
rest shortly after 3 o'clock yesterday 
afternoon, in St. Joseph’s Hospital. 
Father Hauck had not txen well for 
a long time, but had been in the boa- 1 
pital only about three weeks, be
ing taken there on May 10. It was 
thought at first that be might re
cover, but during the past week Ma 
condition was such that death was 
daily expected. He took a turn for 
the worse on Saturday, and passed 
away peacefully yesterday afternoon.

Father Hauck was in the prime of 
life, being 41 years old. He was 
born in New Germany, Gat., and 
when five years of age tbe family 
moved to Formosa. In 1886 be «► 
tered St. Jerome’s College, at Ber-.x 
lin, and began bis studies for tbe 
priesthood. He completed bis classi
cal and philosophical studies, and 
afterwards pursued the study of theo
logy at the Grand Seminary in Mon
treal. In 1894 he was ordained a 
priest by His Lordship Bishop Dow
ling in St. Mary's Cathedral. He 
was first attached as assistant in 
bis native parish, Formosa, and af
terwards did duty on the Cathedral 
staff for a year. About six years 
ago be took charge of the parish of 
Markdale. which included the mis
sions of Durham and Glenelg. When 
Father Hauck began bis work there 
was a large debt, and he started to 
wipe it on. By his hard work and 
excellent management it was consid
erably reduced, and a great many 
improvements were made. Chief 
among these was the erection of a 
fine parochial priest’s house. Father 
Hauck was made rector of St. Jos
eph’s Church, this city, last Decem
ber. It was with deep regret that 
the peopl* of Markdale parted with 
him, for during the time he was 
there the reverend father made hosts 
of warm personal friends. During bis 
short stay here he hgd not only en
deared himself to the hearts of the 
people of his own church, but also 
the other congregations and denom
inations. His cheerful manner and 
genial disposition made him a gener
al favorite. He was kind hearted 

• and generous, and his removal will 
I be deeplv regretted by hosts of 

friends all through the Hamilton dio
cese. The dead priest was a good 
speaker and a goodly man. His hard 

1 work while at Markdale caused tbe 
I illness which resulted in death.
I The following were at his bedside 
when the end came : Rev Father 
Mahoney, rector of St. Mary’s Qa- 
thedral; Rev. Dr. Feefy, President 
of St. Michael’s College. Toronto; 
Rev. Father Ferguson, city; three 
brothers, Joseph and Inglebert, of 
Formosa, and Henry of Mildmav ; 
two nieces. Misses Anna Hauck and 
Margaret Mesmer, and a nephew, In
glebert Fritz, of this city.

The remains were removed from the 
hospital to St. Joseph's Presbytery 
last evening, and his death was an
nounced in all the Catholic churches 
last evening. The bell at the church 
tolled while the remains were be
ing removed. Prayers for the re
pose of his soul were offered up by 
the priests and congregations All 
his old parishioners, as well as many 
others, viewed the remains, and re
gret was expressed on all sides over 
his death. R.I.P.

It was arranged at first that the re
mains would be sent to Formosa, his - 
former home, for interment, but by 
the expressed wish of the deceased in 
his will the remains will be deposit
ed in the priest’s plot, beside the 
chapel, in Hflfv Sepulchre Cemetery.

At 8 o’clock this evening the body 
will be removed from the Presbytery 
to the church. Members of the I.C.
B.U. will be the pall-bearers Tbe 
office of the dead will be chanted by 
the clergy. The solemn funeral mass 
will be celebrated in the chum. > at 
10 O’clock to-morrow morning, and 
the funeral will take place immedi
ately after.

This parish has been rather unfor
tunate in one sense with its priests.
Rev. Father Hinebev passed away 
a couple of years ago, after a long 
illness. Rev. Father Donovan, who 
was next appointed, was obliged to 
retire, tboueh, happily, he Is now in 
better health.

(Continued on page 5.)
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adds wonderfully'to tbe appearance of 
your library. All scellons arc mai'e of 
selected quarter-cut oak. beautifully 
finished and can be built up.in any 
corner of your library;

The sections are all interchangeable 
and an extra section can be added at 
any time.

A stack of three sections with cornice 
and base delivered to you for •13.75 
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