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PREVENTION! A WAR TIKE NECESSITY.FIRETHE OCTOBER FIRE LOSS.
Losses by fire in the United States and Canada of Vire"Underwriters, in the

during October, as compiled from the records 1 vinited States, is the preparation and wide distribu

month in 1915- 1he unusually hea\> Obviously, a publication of this kind, if it has any
loss, added to the already serious fircreiord thus ^ a( a„ 1wi„ produce results long after the 
far this year brings the total up to witH conditions which evoked it have passed, and the
for the first ten months of 1917, as compared with secms WCU worthy of imitation elsewhere.
$,89,481,220 for the same months in 191b ami ..... circumstances make the economic argu- 
$140,754,250 in 1915- Thc losses of October this • firc prevcntton much more arresting than
vear were increased by the large Kraln !jt<'^h(”lst‘ under normal conditions, and an exceptional oppor- 
fire in Brooklyn involving $2,000,000 and the rail is prcsented at the present time to do sonic
road dock fire at Baltimore involving *3>50°.ooo. » > ej£cUvc work i„ this connection. The 
but aside from these there was an unusual number > j extremely practical in character, con
of fires resulting in losses anywhere between S200 00,, # discussion „f s‘ix vital points in fire preven-
and $750,000. The following table gives a compar ta ^ classified as follows:—disorder,
ison of the losses by months for the first ten months ’ramx and carelessness, defective equipment,
of this year with those of 1916: faulty construction, insufficient protection and lack

‘JSSasn I361,431,770 of defense. Concerning each of these, wise counsel 
'j4.770.77» 29,587,«60 I is given and points of instruction are deftly drlv
28,680,250 17,5*1.01» i home. The effect of the increase in the '9l6per
12,681.050 18.597,225 1 Ua firc loss o( the United States over that of
12S7500 15513.270 19^5, is picturesquely expressed in the conclusion
æ.oiaisoo l«.I4:i,050 that the sum of increase would have built nearly
10,745,000 21,751.100 ,0 000 aeroplanes, or many hundreds of torpedo
12.244,025 14.101,450 destroyers. The whole production is a credit17,701,376 20,384,4.*0 ^ irit 0f American underwriters, and

a characteristic example of the enterprising use of 
We commend the idea to Canadian 

opportunity for public-

January.................
February...............
March
April......................
May......................
June...................
July.......................
August................
September 
October.................

Total 10 months
November...........
December

(

0 *189,481,220 $221,002.315 
19,898,450 
22,003,325

circumstances, 
underwriters as a new 
spirited and patriotic service.*231,442,995Total for year

Eire underwriters, remarks the Journal of Com
merce, are looking forward with some uneasiness 
to their annual statements for the year 19'7. »s 
between the abnormally heavy fire losses and the 
serious drop in security values, many will show 
depleted surpluses.

INSURANCE COMPANIES' SUBSCRIPTIONS TO 
WAR LOANS.

remains yet to be announced. The following • 
so far been notified

ted
::::::::::: : *»$>

od-we-mfc 2.000;*»

Ürüni,m& Rook '»«$»
Liverpool & London & U lobe
London & Uneaehtre Life , ,«ï, tîî
Metropolitan Life...................
Mount Itoyal Assurance ”
Mutual Life of Canada 3,000.1»»'
Hauvegardc............................ ...

Mr H. C. Cox, president of the Canada Lite, 
that that Company's subscription of $5,000,- 

represents practically all revenue for the ensuing 
year, after making provision for claims and cumul 
expenses The Company has received thc thanks 
ofPthe Minister of finance for their "magnificent 
subscription.” This amount, added to prevjou. 
War Loan subscriptions, brings the Canada Life 
total up to $8,500,000.

increased fire insurance necessary.
The extent to which increased fire insurance is 

necessary as a result of the rise in the cost ofm»- 
terials, is shown by the Queen Insurance Company 
of America in a table of increased costs of various 
materials used in building. Masonry work has 
u„ne up 40%; stone work 25%; plastering 25/e, 
marble and tiling 20%; iron work 40', ; plumbing 
4o%; carpenter work 25%; roofing and metal work 
,(/ •'. painting 30%; electrical work 25%,, and so 

through the entire list of costs incidental 
to building. Practically every material has a,p 
valued by at least 25%, and some by as high as 
40%. Replacement cost has advanced accordingly, 
and the insurance that was adequate in pre-war 
times is now inadequate by from 25 A to 4 > , 
Practically thc same ratios apply as well to con
tents. whether those contents be furniture in homes 
or stock in stores and warehouses.

It is particularly important that holders of co
insurance contracts should keep their insurance up to 
the increased values. Failure to do this will mean, 
in event of a fire, that the property owner will be 
compelled to shoulder a greater percentage of the 
loss than he desires or intended. Now is thc time 
for agents, brokers and solicitors to render servie 
to their clients by keeping them informed, 
client is a prospect for additional insurance.

states
000011 down

I
life COMPANIES' WAR CLAIMS.CANADIAN

Up to the end of 1916. the Canadian life companies 
paid in all war claims amounting to $4,o69.4'«, 
Extra war risk premiums collected were only $269,

534-
Lemieux, formerly Inspector of the 

Quebec City, has been madeMr. V. A.
Imperial Life at 
Branch Manager at Quebec.r.Q.
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