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THE VICE OF GAMBLING.
Rev. W. D. Reid, B.D., Montreal,

Last Sunday evening the Rev. W. D.
Reid, of Taylor church, Montreal,
preached a sermon on “Gambling,” from
the text “Casting lots.,”" The prevalence
of gambling in Montreal, the extent to
which it was practised all around us,
and the numbers of young people that
were being drawn into this evil, had
led him to take up this subject and ut
ter a word of warning with regard to it.
The preacher said, “There seems to be
something in every man, which is fas-
cinated by a game of chance. Gambling
excites the faculty of calculation, love
of gain, pride of skill, hope, fear, jleal-
ousy; these and many other sensations
ar: aroused and heated by gambling.
It was not necessary to go so far back
to get examples of this evil. Tt was
right here in this city doing its deadly
work. Arouni us, upon all sides, are
these abominable pool-rooms going full
blast every night of the week, These
we have reason to believe are but dens
of iniquity where youths get their first
lessons in vice. And now one of our
reverend (1) city fathers comes forward
with the proposition that these pool
rooms have not a suflicient umulr'uni_'.\‘
ot doing their nefarious work up till
midnight, but that they should be al
lowed to remain open till two o'clock
In the morning. Tt is to be sincerely
hoped that he shall be allowed to remain
at home and relegated to the limbus of
oblivion, by his constituents, when the
rext  election comes around. The
preacher defined gambling, as  “Any-
thing whereby a person wins or loses
property by mere chance or hazard";
and then dealt with the different forms
of gambling, which he divided into
four.

) Staking money on games of chance.
Whether it were poker, or euchre, or
whist, or billiards or pool, if money were
put up on it and lost or won, it was but
ordinary gambling. Tn this connection
he said that he supposed there was no
game that lent itself so readily to
gambling and was =0 much used for that
purpose, as the ordinary pack of cards,
with the red and white spots on them.
Doubtless many people would declare
very decidedly that there could be no
harm in a simple game of cards. In a
“ense that is true. There is no harm
whatever in the cards per se. But
when T look at the fact that these are
the implements that are generally used
for gambling, when T think of the tre
m ndous hold that the game gets upon
manv minds, then T think of the jeal
ansies, the strifes, the heart burnings
they often canse, when T remember
that T am commanded to “Abstain from
even the very appearance of evil,” T feel
that T as a Christian man, cannot, dare
not, play cards, Were T an inveterate
card plaver, would it raise me or lower
me in the estimation of even the card.
playing section of my congregation? If
I were sent for to go to a death bed to
comfort some one who was about to pass
over the Border, would it give you a
pleasant sencation if T had fo be arous
eq from the card-table to go to the dy
fnz one? T leave these questions with
out answer. And if it is not the hest
thing for the minister to do, what abont
other Christians?

@ Another kind of gambline men-
tioned wa: that of BRTTING. There
s not the slightest doubt hut that bet-
ting is becoming a perfect mania in
Montreal. T am a great lover of clean
honest sport. T love hockey, and hase

ball, and all other clean games, But in
Montreal it has come to such a pass
to-day that there cannot be a game bnt
what it has to be befouled by abomin
able gamblers winning and losing money
upon it.  Nor can there be a horse iace
tmt what these  human leeches are
aronnd trying to rob the nnware  And
onr authorities are none ton active in
bringing the law breakers to tnstice.
And even when brought to justice they
are let off with a nominal fine, and
ther proceed with their nefarious traf
fie again. Tet everv right-thinkine man
ever frown down upon all forms of bet
ting andor all rirenmstances,

3 Wao have gambline alen on the
STOCK BXCHANAR. T da not condemn
all brokers as beine gamblers. The
Pxchange is a necessity, Tt fa tha gopt
of nerve centre of Commerce. To buy
legitimate stock and pav for 1t is quite
honest and eorrect, But t1 buy large
anantities of stock nominally, without
paving for it, with the hape that the
stock that von have never pald for will
rise. and that von will make money
purely hecansa of the vise In the mar
ket is sambline. There may he differ
ent oninions on thic matter, but T am
convineed that  dealine  in stocke on
margin fs hnt one form of this great
~vil,

@ A fanrth kind of eambline was
mentioned  hy the  preacher s« RAF
FLINGA. How often wo have heen he
siezed by some anparently philanthronie
nerson with: “Won't von take a throw
for a noor widow woman, ar for a sick
man. who i« raffline  same article?”
Oftonttmas this  raffline {« carried on
richt nunder tha ansnices of the ehureh
of Teene Christ. How often when we
enter a place where a “Church Sale"” is
aoing on wa are asked o “take a throw
for a heantiful dall” ete, Or there i«
A wheel of fartune that we are invited
o trv onr Inck ab"  Or there is a
fish pond. where we are snnnosed to
pay °n nnch for a venture. All these
are but forms of gambling. Ts it not
» lamentable thing to see this evil rar
ried on under the gnige of relicion. Not
only fs thizs trna  of churches, but of
great and worthy philanthropic insti
tutions.  Not very long ago a noble so
ciety that does much good in this citv,
had a “fale.” and it fust turned into
a sort of wild orgle of eamblineg, and
Christian people vied with each ofher
buving and <elling throws on various
articles, nntil some of ns, at least howed
anr heads in shame., Now, T denrecate
exceedingly the {oining together of
gambling and good honorable “Sales of
work.” A paper here fn Montreal has
heen carrvine  on a splendid  ernsade
against eambline, in manv ways, Amone
other plans, it has sernred the aninfon

for the church,
vinced that the
the self sacrific.
done for Him,
things, They
nection, ’

The reasons given against gambling
were, that it produces infatuation, it
wastes money. it destroys morals, it
riins the soul. The preacher closed
with a strong appeal to all not to coun
tenance gambling of any kind whatever.
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WIRELESS TELEGRAPHY.

And T am firmly con
Almighty smiles upon
involved in such work
Let us separate the two
have ‘no necessary con

vear deals with thia «ubject as follows
'ln the nast twelve monthe wireless
telegranhy has  maintained its hold an

the interest of the publie,
nnv'n!wrhuf interesting co
and otherwise. Farly in the vear ha
T"mt_-"nh-n and De Forrest made pwfr-mi'\)l
)o-m\-n to give ne cableless telegraphy :
it the result of their exneriments, like
e nrevionsly made hy Marconi. were
futile in 0 far as transoceanic work e
f"n"w*rn‘ul. and the euhmarine eahle still
holde its own, The constant litieation
that s heen waged hetween the annpae

N infevests aver natent righte had awat
med the hare ¢t

hecause of 4
ndtions. scientifie

anend micht finall
he veached in whieh the limitati ¥
the varions climants g

wonld he clearly
on decided whether
mpany was to have
n wireless franamis.

defined. and the nnest
o not the Marcani con
1 absolute monanoly «
sion. One of the wnfowand fentures, ot
lesst on this side of the Atlantic i the
eale of their secnrities by several of the
Targoet fomvanins, e maiorite of the
(ommanies that are engaged in this nrae
tice arve over-canitalized. and have not
errned, and are mot now earning, divi
"-»n.h.l The nromoters of theen comraniea
‘l’u»P M many instances led the niblie ta
helieve hat the svetem they advonated
e nerfect and that o meane of eolootiv
itv heen evolved.  War this and
other porcans the transmission of mee.
eages overlind has not heen as mueh of
N Eneeess as gome of the more ontimistie
of the anarter of a millinn shareholders
had hoved for,  The interior statione meat
fered thronghont the eamtry have heen

o1 to adneate the masses in-the noe.
Shilities of wireloss teleaparhy pathap than
for the interchanee of telearanhic hiwi-
ness Among those who are engaged in
the nractice of the apt- and this includes
not anly numerana enemting enmnaniee

bt the armies and navies of the world
ne wellthe Tack of aplectivity  haw
hraveht ahont a state of affairs  that

hovders on ehaos. for only one or two
statione in the active zame of radiation
and this often meane a radive of a thon-
eand miles—can send at the same fime.
To cirenmvent this extinetion of mes.
=ages by interference and ofher diffien].
ties that ariee from it wae the rnose
of the Tnternational Wirelass Telegranh
Conference. which canvened within  the
Inst twon months in Rerlin,  Rut even if

of manvof the leadine men of Montreal,
But it has weakened its case very much,
by eoing to men who own lerge stores,
and while their expressed sentiments are
ostensibly against gambling, and they
start in that line, they usually peter ont
Into a timade aeainst churches having
“Sale of work.” Of conrse no person
for a moment expects that these mer
chants are going to be narticularly cord
al towards ecompetition, which takes
some money ont of their pockets, Why,
it is a matter of money, T am just as
strong an_opponent of gambling as any
one can be, but T am equally strong
in contending for the Christian legiti
macy, yes and advisability of our
sharches giving women, who may not
have ready money, the opportunity of
turning their spare aftarnoons into
money by making good honest clothing,
snd selling it at a good honest price

Al its endations were adonted. the
fundamental nrablem would in no wise
be kolved. Tt is interesting to note in this
conmection that at this conferenca Ponl
&en exhihited his newlv.developed selee-
tive wireless feleoranh evetem, which he
helieves and which we all hope. will he
commerciallv selective instead of theoret-
ieally selective. na has heen the case of ite
nredecessors. Shanld the new syetem ring
frne then the past vear wil mo down in
the history of wirelese as the most nwo.
rressive perind since the beginning of the
art’

Never cact acide vour friends if hv
any nossibility von ean retain them. We
are the weakest of snendthrifts if we lot
one dron off throngh inattention. or let
cne nush away another, or we hnald alnof
fram ane throneh netty jealonsy or
hesdless slicht, Wonld vou throw awav
0 diamond beeanse it seratohed  von?

One good friend ds not to be weighed
against the jewels of the eanth.




