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Dr. Stalker, in speaking at a bazaar held
at Crieff, suggested that the Int.rest of mem-
hers and elders in missions would be greatly
Increased if some tourist agency could %Ye
got to organize trips on a large scale to the
mission flelds in Africa and India. He had
never known a Christian man go out and
tee the work on the spot who did mot ever
afterwards have a real enthusiasm for mis-
slons.

* ¥R

Mr. Ruskin, who is now eighty years of
age, until recently did not look ar ything
like that age. Now he is reported to be age-
\ng very rapidly.
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The use of individual cups in the com-
aunion service is the subject of an approv-
ing editorial in The Lutheran Observer. The
editor speaks of being present at a service
in which the individual cups were used, and
says: “The quiet solemnity with which all
whis occurred removed every vestige of pre-
indice and apprehension which we previous-
'y entertained in rcgard to this method of
administering the Holy Supper. It was real-
'Y more solemn and impressive thar. the old
method, and we advise any pastors who
have doubts and prejudices in regard to this
Improved method of administering the sacra.
ment to attend on sush an occasion in order
to judge of ‘is adaptation and character for
themselves,”

* * %

The Presbyterian Banner, haviag noticed
the tendency to shorten the sermon from
that of a generation ago, remarks:—*“The
sermon has grown shorter pantly because
other portions of the service haya ‘grown
longer. The devotional part of the gervice

" bas been extended by the Introduetion of

responsive readings, and more timo Is alas
given to music, The chlef reason, however,
for the shortening of the sermon  is the
changed condition of preaching. In former
days the pulpit was largely a mens of in-
struction. But the general diffus on of 'n
telligence and the abundance cf books and
Fapers have brought the pulpit ané pew more
nearly to a level, and have largs'y rvejloved
the pulpit from the work of giving instruc-
tion. The short sermon is of a piece with
the short speech, the short ediforial and th
condensed book. The age s poactical and
swift, and s impatient of tadiyuscess and
delay. If a man has anything to say he must
come to the point quick and say it

LA R

A writer in the Medical ‘Worlq brings out
the lact that if a mechuni: hal begun to
Iabor on the day when Christ wos born, and
had worked every workiag day from that
time until to-day, and had eived a dollar
a day, he would not yet be a milllonaira, He
would be worth only a little ander $609,000;
more accurate, $591,898, The writer ques-
Uons whether any one comes near making
a ‘million dollars by his own lahor in his own
life. It takes the million to make a million,
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Sixteen of the powers have signed the yre-
tocols of the arbitration and mediation trea.
ties at the Hague,

* *

A bill for the protection of the publie from
adulterated and unwholesome v2verages has,
says the [Yerald and Presbyter, hecome a
law in New York, nakes the s le of adul-
terated fruit Syrups a misdemeanor. A rea-
son urged in fuvor of its rasige was that
children accept in good faith 48 healthful
drinks any beverage sold to them, and that
ckildren are entitled to protazioa. This s
true, and the protection should in:lude more
than summer drinks, We read revently a
fabbath school book issued by a repu e
publishing house which was full of poison.
Many things which older persons can read
without harm are dangerous for children.
There is a law againet obscene liter sture,
but many thing which the law allows
ohould be prohibited. Parents, pastoss and
teachers must be on guard.
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According to Ian Maclaren, the meanest
man on earth is one who disowns his mo-
ther because she is poor; the next meancst
he¢ who disowns his church if it be ponr,

* "

Queen Victoria appears to have mate, by
Froxy, a good school mistress, as well as
sovereign, judging from the fact that when
she ascended the throne more than 30
cent. of the British public could not wiite
their names, while now only 7 per nent, are
In that lamentable condition of Miteracy,

* % o»

On Sept. 25th the Rev. Principal Mac-
Vicar will read a paper on “The Selection and
Training of Theological Students,” at Prince-
ton Seminary, before a meeting of the As-
soolation of Theological Seminaries, con-
nected with the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church of the United States.
Principal MacVicar wil then attend the
Pan-Presbyterian Councll, which convenes
at Washington on the 27th inst. The Prin-
c!pal has already been an active member at
six meetings of the Council,
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. Dr. Matheson, whose devotional sentences
so often find place in our columns, has re-
signed the charge of St. Bernaiu's Church,
Edinburgh, to give his time entirely to liter-
ary work. It will he remembered that Dr.
Matheson is totally blind, yet he gives such
views of life and uch vislons of beauty as
are seen by few who are blessed with full
natural sight,

*

The Evangellst has positive views on the
subject of ministerial vacations, It says the
cholce of place, of environment, of ooccupa-
tien for those who have not a fixed residence
for ! time, b trou-
blesome, and mistakes are costly, For every
man a change of scene s really most essan-
tial. But the rule should be, “Avoid the
crowd!” No minister, especially no young
minister, is properly recreated in a thiong.
Where men of any sort do , I8 the

The Rev. Alexander Balmain Bruce, D.D,,
Professor of apologetics and Now Testament
exegesie in Free Church College, Glasgow,
since 1875, died in Jlasgow on the Sth inst,
He was born in Perthshire in 1831,

*nw

News has reached Ergland of an unparal-
led incident in Chinese missiors. In a vil-
lage three miles distant from Ningapoia Bud-
dhist temple, with its idols anc some very
valuable. lands and gardens, have been vol-
untarily assigned by deed of gift to the Free
Methodist Mission for its own use. The head-
men of the three nelghboring villages have
glven their written consent to ‘the establish-
ment of the mission,

* % n

Robert @G, Ingersoll, the famous agnostic
lecturer, died at his Ssummer home on the
Hudson, Friday, July 21. He won a /ide re-
butation as a lawyer and lecturer, and was
more brilllant and showy than deep. His
attacks upon the Chrictan faith were not
formidable. They were .10re attacks on a
caricature of the Christisa. faith than at-
tacks on the faith itself. His great mistake
was his opposition to what he did not un-
derstand. In his home relations he was kind
and agreeable, and as a citizen he had many
Bood qualities. His influence on religious
(aith was small among thinking men.

* % »

An exchange says that Dr, Andrew Bonar
Was out in Mr. Moody's garden at North.
field "at early morn one day, talking with
his host. Along came a band of happy stu-
dents, who shouted out: “We've been having
an all-night prayer meeting! Can’t you see
our faces shining?” Dr, Bonar turned to
them and sald, with a quiet smile and a
shake of his head: “Moses wist not that his
face shone.” Thie suggests a truth that les

itself on the back, It never, like Jack Hor-
ner, cries: “What a good boy am I!” Henry
Varley, the well Kiown English evangelist,
exclaims with deep impressiveness: “We are
living In the days of a noisy, superficial pro-
feasion of Christianity!”
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The Dominion Presbyterian had the plea-
sure of a call this week from the Rev. Prof.
Hamill, D.D., of Assembly’s College, Belfast,
Ireland. Dr. Hamill is on his way to Win-
nipeg, where he will deliver a eeries of lec-
tures on ‘“The’ Fatherhood of God.” On
leaving Winnipeg two weeks will be spent
sightseeing as far west as the Rockies, after
Which the Professor will attend the Pan-
Presbyterian Council at Wi s
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The awful results of the child-marriage
abuse in India can be hinted at, but not ex.
pressed, by the fact that, according to a re-
cent census, there were nearly a haif mil-
lion married infants under nine years of age,
and over 250,000 widowed children under ff.
teer years of age in India, doomed by {le
customs of the vountry to the ignominy of
& life-long widowhood, By and by, perhaps,
B and English civilization wil

Place to stay away from.
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