
than ovor. Tl... Elcctrir Tcl.'j;ni|.li, wliidi, with tlw nipi.lity of
liKlitiiiiiff and .•.•rtaiiily of fnitli, scimIs its nu's.siijii's from oiu- *'ii(l

r

nf the world to tlic other in u nionicnt of tinu', st..rtU'8 us with
iiiimzfiucMt at its woiidcrCid iii|)idit,v, mid iiial«'s us look with
f,'rafitiidi) and |. raise to that (Jod who'has placed such « ionients at
the disposal of man. Tlie steam-engine and Hteani-hoat almost
•
iestroy time and distanee l»y the swiftness .if their motion; the
lightning eondnetor <lraws from (he very clouds themselves' that
(lery element which all so much dread, and conducts it swiftly and
safely into the hosom of the earth. Chasms which si'cmcd to
defy man to cross, and rivers whose l.readth and depth ren.lered
them impassilde for land transit, have I.een spamied l.v bridges the
most simple in design and elegant in structure. lOv/'Uts are suc-
ceeding events with sueii remarkahle rapi<lity as almost to stun the
human iiiind in reviewing them. The [.ower of (steam is hecomiiig
more fully developed every day, and c.mtaiiis an amount of wealth
almost impossii)le for people who lived u himdred years ago to
realize; and what has hrought all this to the knowledge of man ?
What has heen the original source of all this wealth? I rei)lyj
science. People, in talking of education, are too apt to forget,'
that it is to that, that they almost without an exception ow(^ their
wealth and prosperity. The cotton spinners of Lancashire and
New York, [xu-ket their sovereigns and admire their gains without
for a moment considering to whom, under (iod's hiessing, they are
indel)ted, they naturally attribute their wealth to their ownindiistry,
and scarcely ever think of those men, who in the solitary chamber,'
with their oil lamps and diagrams by their side, sat from siuiset to
sunrise, endeavouring to reveal to the Innnan mind tho«" mathe-
matical truths which lay enveloped in jiiist, and thereby rendered
useless to man—of those nun who set their maclines'hi motion
and opened the paths to riches.

'

How any right-minded man can review the past, can look at
ail thosi! gigantic feats which science has performed, and then deny
his son the very cloncnts of a liberal I'ducation, 1 cannot conceive •

why the very plough that you use to i.lough your fields, the very
machine you employ to thresh out your gi-aiii ; nav, every thin'fr

that you use, have either been invented or improved by scientific
men, but how many think of this; tln^y obtain the article without
knowing or caring to enquire whence it emanated; thev only
consider their own convenience, without ever thinking of the brain
which produced that convenience. That there are wA any in this
audience so utterly devoid of justice, or so'hindered by ignorance
from giving their children all the e(hication that their means will
allow, 1 can readily believe, but still I would take this opportunity
of requesting you to neglect no means however stringent, no
expense however great, no circumstance however inconvenent, from
advancing your children's intellectual capacity. It is to l>o hoped
that the time is fast approaching when there will not remain an

Ulte*.^


