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abuut niue inches in length, und in Ionh

cwisfijctiouB frcin pluinuK*' iiavinj? u dull

load coliir, with wingw ho JarU Irown ah

to nppenr like a ditty black. Tho Cut
ilird arrives about thu naiddlu of May,
und Kfiuurally roiuains uoor HctllcriiontH,

ttppart'utly deliKhted in tho protecti n
afforded by tho near neighborliood of

man, although coy and Hhy enon{j;li in

his procouoe. The nest is a funny col-

lection of all the oddB and endn in the

vicinity, aithoii^Oi fiuislied with work-

niaidike skill," und cluvrrly linod with

fine f!rn»s or hair. 1 have Been old rags,

bitH of string, piecen of nowspaperR, audi

rope'H end, worked up with (stickH, grass

and strips of bark in one of these con-

Btruotions. The egps are four and some-

times five in number, of a deep ))right

green color, and more ovate in form than

those of tho Robin. The Cit Bird, if

not ft sweet singtr, is at least a noisy

one, and is especially busy in early

mfirning and evening. His imitative

powers are really great, and it ih difficult

o detect the difference between his as-

sumed notes and thoRe of the bird for

the moment represented. He is espe-

oislly at home in imitati( n of the Itobin,

and T have seen a Ont Bird sui^lci'^utly

ambitions to attempt the song of tame

Canaries hung in a garden, and near

whoso cage he perched himself, but I am
in honor bound to confess, althouyh I

do it somewhat reluctanlly, that his

cfToit in that direction was a si;,'nal

failure. His plaintive cry, so like the

mew of a cat as to give him his name, is

peculiarly bin own, and has deceived

thousands into the belief tliat the sounds

proceeded from an unfortunate pussy in

a despondent state of mind. You may

of.en hear it when walking in the woods,

and approaching the vicinity of tho Cat

Bird's nest. It may be used, and I be-

lieve that it is, for the purpose of dis-

tracting the intention of the intruder

and generally sncceeds in that object,

unless you are acquainted with the

liabitH of tho bird, I have known two
broods to be raised in one season, and
this is the rule, I think, but Cat birds
are, nevertheless, not nearly so nunicroua
as Rollins. Early in October the Cat
Bin: goea south, where he spends his

winters. --The sweetest singer of tho

Thrnsh family i;< Titrdiis mihuht^, the

Song Thrush, which arrives in Canada
shortly bofon> the Queen's Birthday in

favorable soasons, und tpeedily buiidh a
nest in some low bush in the deep woods,

in which four light-blue eegs are deposit'

ed. A htt'e over eight inches in length,

the Song Thrush is in color a light

ciiinanum brown, sliglitly leaninp tn rcil

on the top of the head, and white, tinged

with brown, on the under parts. Ho
sings at early dawn and early twilight,

and continues his song witli energy on
dull days preceding storms of rain. Ho
is generally fcunid near running water,

and in tho .shelter of tho thiek bush.

He may often bo seen in our Cascudn

Woods, and adds much to the uUraetivc
ness of a walk through th' ir wclconi.?

shades. Ho leaves us for the south in

October, taking his departure bi^forc tli'j

Robins. Another well-known singer is

Turitits solitariiiK, the n'Tiuif ThnisJi,

sometimes called the Swiinip Robin,

whose habits ana general appearance are

so similar to those of the bird juat

described, that they are frequently mi.s-

taken for each other. It nests in bushes
or upon tho ground, tho eggs being blue

in color and unspotted. Tho Olivn-

backcd Thrush is another member of

this family not frequently seen here, and,

tts its nan-e implies, is of an olive brown
color, fwith a decided shade of greeu.

Its eggs differ from those of the Hermit
Thrush, being of a greenish blue, and
slightly spotted with dots and blotches of

reddish brown. It prefers tho uplands
to the swamps, and is a great insect

feeder. I now come to the best known

of our Thrushes, and the last to which

I shall call your attention, our old and

valuable friend, Turdus uiiiiraturioun, tho


