
Ik« tteivtM of England, we And qoite a
number of Acti appllc»i.le to Canadi. ami
no concern i* taken whether they be re-
pugnant or not to the wording of our Can-
•dian •••.tutea. Let me quote, for example,

n* Coionial Pri»or. Act. the Colonial
Offendera- Act. the Colonial Marriage Act,
the Colonial FortiticBtion Act. tho Colonial
Oourta Act, the Colonial Clerjfy Act. th.-
Colonial Attornry' Ar*. the Colonial Law*
Act. the Naturnlizatio Ac', the M. rchant
Shipping Act. the Bi..« ot ExohanKe Act
anc iRRt l.ut not leHsf. th.- Colonial Lawi
i,'"''i*7u'^i'-,'***-

'^'^ Victoria, .hapter
63. Which declares that any law pasted by
any l.yislaturp which i* repugnant to the
interesU of the United Kinijdom of Great
Britain and Ireland is ipso facto, null and
,.C } i' }°

w-mply with the re<iuirement»
of that Act. that clauao 18 of the Bill be-
•ore the House hag been inserted. Our
flpet muat remain at the <li»po«aI of En?-
n'?,

.„'"?'"' "' •^""Pft'fncy or otherwise this
B.ll will be ultra virci and null and void
Let me tiuolf from the Act nf 1866

n .-^ iJh » J ""I v."'"*'-' " ('""'"''"ions abroadjn Hhich theip .hall exis-t a leKisUture.

•,,rl'."i.
'""'"'"':."' """' 'colonial legiKJa-'

, h!, ,V'"" ,r"-.'-«"V'"ff«'''7 th* authority
< h»r thnn the imperial parlia-nent on Hii

tiVVnl '"l """V'' ^"""P't-nt to make lal"

•lall he in any respect repugnant to the pro-MMon, rf .nv .Art of parliament extending tolie colony to which such law mav relafef oroniignnnt to nny ln«-, order or regulationmade under h 'hnritv of M.ch Act of" par fa

"hJII-
",' '"";"'f '" ',•"• <•"'""." the 'orce and

.th r'/'^'L
^''- ''•«" be read subject to

,Z\ '*.
"J''''''

." "filation. and shall totheev -.,,1 of Fuch repugnancy, but not other-wi«' 'nd remain absolutely null and void.

Le- J qnute stcticn 15 cf the British
-^<'rtt. .tmcricii Act:

the oflieeri and MamM lerTlDg in lueh sbiDsor v.»«.l». or any omrer. or Mamtn baloagiDa
•o the naval MrTiee. " •

' Should this Bill now b<f..r.. ns be passed
'.ithout tluu.«c 18 it woiii,! be repugnant
*!' rct'on '* o' that imperial ntutute. the
British North Americii Act, I8f>7, conform-
ing til char.t. r (t. statute I. Chu.; < H IMI
intituled. 'All Act .|»cl..ring the sol,' right
of the mihtia to bo in the King and fur th*
pr.Mcrit ord.riiiB and .lii«|K)i.inB th.> ^aroe.'
ail also to thr rcL-uUtions made there-
1 'i.J.r. and for that v. ry reHsmi ,,|ir Bill
Would lie null aiKl void. It is not alw) the

I

roper time to remin,! this Hou'<e that no-
body but H pirate, and Kith all the due
coiise.iuenres thereof, can run a warship
unless her cummander is the bearer of a
state patent since the declaration of Paris
in lf*S6. Bill (No. 95) without its clause 18
would be enacte.1 in violation of inter-
national law.

At six o'clock the House took reces!..

After RcoeM.

mmt!„ T'"l'' n
'^'"•' "f 'he land and navalmilitm and of all naval and niilitarv forces

t/r^r "1 <,"""'•';• '«. 'i"eby declared to con^tir.ue and be vested in the Queen.

The flr.t of ;< StHi,- torm.s part of iu
puldie donmiii. lik.' its rivers, its roads and
Its forts. Sueli .|„ninin. contrarv to its
private cloinaiii. js aUvavs iniilieniible

,JJ*^'' ."'"i'"*-' "'' J^'" "'"' tl"' Acts of
186, and 1661. everv one must admit that
this extei.d? rather than restricts the au- itonomy of Canada. The famous question
about the meaning' 'shall' or 'may' in this
legislative enactnit,. iy reduced to naught
Let me quote also clause 18 of Bill (No

%) in which the interpretati j of th- word
imay' has given rise to sue . debate:
!

18. In case of an emergency the Governor
M.Sf,""! ""•'' ^'"7 "* the disposal of His

,

^.J^*k '"' ".'"*"' »"'•*«« '1 tke Royalnavy, the naval service or anv part thereofany ships or vessels of the naval service, and

House resumed at eight o'clock.

Mr. GERVAIS. Mr. Speaker, in con-
tii'uing mv remarks b. fore recess, 1 may
say that many other facts and Acts of par-

,

hament could be quoted to show that Can-
ada, alter all, and in spite of the Act of

\ o'„'*
"'"• '" *'"' ^y* "' England, one of

Its 80 provinces. I say this, although Can-
ada has a responsible government, having
the right to spend the money of its citizens
for their benefit generally without too much
interference on behalf of the sovereign
i.uthoritv. I say this although Canada is
a British colony of the first class, and is
not in consequence u Crown colony, which
later is ruled by a governor and a council
appointed bv England. I say this, although
Canada is not u privileged chartered col-ony, that IS, a colony governed bv a com-
mercial company. I sav all this Sir
though I am ready to applaud our dis-
tinguishe.l leader when he proclaims that
Canada is a nation.
While helpiiiL' England, I prefer to see

C.pna(la doing .so is a British dominion,
realizing thoroughly her present status,
than to see Canada rendering such service
us a so-called member of an empire, com-
posed of one state and a great number of
conquered but statuteless provinces having

men?''"if
"'""^? ? "j^ imperial parlia-ment. It IS only by knowing what his

present condition is that jne may think
• !

'*'";"'"? « liiRher condition. I like the

)f!^
Canada entering into a maritime

league with England, such as would bo inprocess of creation through this Bill, andwhich would tend to bring to Canada a
».^M "T""*. °f '"""s autonomy, which


