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acting on the statement of those who had heard
the confession, make such representations to
France as would eventually obtain for Maxime
Dalahaide a free pardon with permission to return
to his own land. Meanwhile he (de Letz) re-
iterated that it was as much his duty as before
to bring about the arrest of the escaped convict,
who had no more right to break his prison bonds
if innocent than if he were guilty. To bring it

about if possible! But-waj it possible? And the
Frenchman shrugged his she -,, half smiling
at Virginia. Mr. Chandler ao ..a him that, in
the present circumstances, it would be unwise to
make the attempt. De Letz was inclined to agree,
and, as Dr. Saubcr had apparently found a clean
bill of health, the Bella Cuba must take her own
sweet way, rebel though she was.

So when the yacht had finished coaling she
steamed out of the harbour of Samoa with Convict
1280 still on board.

Virginia's desire was to make for America, and
to send for Madeleine, who had been living all
this time with her aunt in an old Surrey manor-
house belonging to Roger Broom. The brother
and sister should stay at her house in Virginia


