
Gre.t point! arc loft undecided, trivial onei receive elaborate
judgment!. Judue. cannot make a complete law on any lub-
ject. The multiplicity and conflict of deci.ion. create un-
certainty. NevcrthelcM, the value of thcM reporti in incalcul-
able; a mine of wcalth-they contain the accumulated radium
of legal experience of many generation!. They diiclose an ex-
cellent judicial legislation which will beneflt both the logiilat >r«
and the lawyer.. Bcntham .ay.:-" It afford, for the mann-
factory of real law a .tock of mater-al. which i. beyond price.
All the libraries of Europe would not afford d collection of
ca.™ equal in variety, in amplitude, in cleamcM of .tatement,
in word, in all point, taken together, in imrtructivenew.

"

But they are to the legidator, the 1 iwyer and eapecially to
the people a den.e and tracklew forrat, ioting in the luxurious
ncM of it. own riches. It ha. growth of shrub and clinging
vine and tangled under-brush, also great decision, like tree, of
giant bole which have weathered the tempest shocks of centurie..

What then i. the remedy » What else can it be but to com-
prcs,, to write the principles which have beer settled by deci-
sion! or .tatute in a well arranged Codet In 1886 the American
Bar Asaociation, led by David Dudley Field and John P. Dillon,
after hearing a number of eminent lawyers, resolved:—"The
law itself shall be reduced, so far as it» ubstantive principles
arc settled, to the form of a statute.

'

'

Of the three varitie. of codification the one thus suggested
seems the most likely to be adopted because the least disturb-
ing and the most practicable, namely the preparation and
legialative enactment of a digest of the established principles of
the existing law.

A second form of codification is to use the existing law a. a
base and amend it as may be deemed advisable for the purpoM
of removing anomalies and then enacting it as amended. Thii
was the principle under which the French Civil Code was formed
and it has stood the test of a century with but little change.
The Roman Code upon which it was based has the longest known
history of any set of human institutions.


