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The Duty of A College Newspaper

Last term’s spat between the Gazette and the Glee Club
causes one to wonder just what is the position of a College
newspaper in relation to its public. Neither independence
from college groups or complete submission to them seems to
contain the answer. The first of these means that a paper
would be virtually of no use to the students; the second
leads to stagnation and apathy in an editorial office. s

It is easy enough to outline the desirable description
that should fit a student publication. A college paper should,
naturally enough, offer extensive news coverage, firstly of
campus news and secondly of news from other Universities.
A college paper should also promote student interest in
student affairs. Finally, a college paper should also reflect
student opinion, both criticism and support, of student
activities. :

The second of these three aims is perhaps the most
important. It of necessity includes the first for promoting
student interest can only be done through informing the
students of the campus activities and it can include the third
for student opinion is merely a branch of campus news.

The effects of promoting student interest are far reach-
ing. It can mean the success or failure of an organization
such as the Glee Club. It can mean victory or defeat for an
athletic team. In the sum total it can mean the difference
between, a stagnant, apathetic community or an active
dynamic one in which everyone is doing something for him-
self, for his organization or organizations and for the student
body as a whole.

This sets the pattern for life after college. Each student
can learn the importance of taking an interest in community
activities, of cooperating with his or her fellows and of see-
ing the results of a large group’s joint and several effort.

It may sound absurd to say that a college paper can
effect all this- But it can play a large part in bringing it
about. On a large campus where it is not possible for the
student to stay in touch with one another socially, the
college press is the only means of communication.

That means that the college paper is the only means
whereby all the students can be contacted and the only
means whereby an interest can be promoted in them to such
an extent that it fires them to take a part in some student
affairs and maintain a sympathy with the others.

As we said, it is easy enough to outline the desirable
description of the college press. It is a more difficult task
to fit the paper to that description.

The first thing necessary is a capable staff who appre-
ciate the ambitions of the paper. Couple with this is the
ability to fulfill these ambitions by writing, by appropriate
news emphasis.

Equally necessary is contact with news sources and the
cooperation of these sources. These two factors give the
information and translate it into news. The simplest task
remains—getting it to the student body.
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REPORTING ON THE UNIVERSITY

The observation of National
Book Week last November did
much to encourage the sale of the
work of Canadian writers. In the
past, these writers have been un-
able to look forward to much
finaneial gain from their work.
The determined effort to bring to
the attention of the Canadian
reading public the really fine work
that is being done by Canadians is
a job that might well have been
done years ago.

The City of Vancouver Com-
munity Arts Council is arranging
an interesting and diversified ser-
ies of discussions, seminars and
public readings during National
Book Week, to which the public is
invited. An “Authors Seminar”
opened the series and was follow-
ed by panel discussions and infor-
mation about better Canadian
books.

A national committee had select-
ed what it considered to be the
hundred best Canadian books and
the list was widely publicized
during National Book Week. It is
gratifying to know that eight of
the books on the list were written
by members or former members of
the University of British Columbia
faculty and student body. While
eight books out of a hundred does
not seem to be a large number it
1s encouraging to note that writers
so far from the publishing field
in Eastern Canada have gained
recognition on a national basis.

The eight books include three by

Professor Earle Birney of the De-
partment of English; two by Erie
Noeal, a U.B.C. graduate; and one
each by Professor Roy Daniells of
the Department of English; Doro-
thy Livesay, a graduate: and
Lister Sinclair, also a graduate.
_ Professor Birney’s three works
include a volume of poetry, a
drama and a humorous book, the
enormously popular “Turvey”. Mr.
Nieol, who is ranked as Canada’s
greatest living humorist, has his
“The Roving I” and “Sense and
Nonsense” on the list. Professor
Daniells has contributed a volume
of poetry, “Deeper Into the
Forest”; Dorothy ‘Livesay, a vol-
ume of verse, “Day and Night”
and Mr. Sinclair, now one of the
Dominion’s foremost radio writers,
a se[ection of radio plays under
the title of “A Play on Words and
Other Radio Plays”.

Each of these writers has at-
tained outstanding success in the
extremely arduous field of Cana-
dian authorship, and the Univer-
sity of British Columbia may well
be proud of them and of their
achievements. They are by no
means all the authors connected

with the University who have been |

successful in the field of writing.
Muny_ of the most authoritative
technical books in the Dominion
are from the pens of members of
th{e U.B.q. Fupulty. Writers from
this University ~also contribute
regularly and with distinction to
periodicals in Canada, the United
.Staf;es and Great Britain. There
18, in addition, a younger group,
recent graduates of the courses in
creative writing, who are begin-
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contributor to the American Jour-
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Others who have achieved recog-
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In the ileld_of poetry again, Dr. | Kingdom. Yvonne Martmen, an-
J. A. B. MecLeish has published two | other recent graduate, won a com-
volumes, “Ode in a Winter Eve- | petition last year for one-act plays
ning and Other Poems” and “Not | and is placing her material in
Without Beauty”. Dr. McLeish is | several fields. Daryl Duke, whose
also a regular contributor to a | poetry has been published often,
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immigration are among the most | : There are many others. In the
authoritative works in their field, | field of radio Don Erickson, Doro-
He is, of course, particularly
recognized for his “Report on So-
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cial Security for Canada”, widely |
known as Canada’s “Beveridge
Report”.

FADERS extend a special invi-
tation to DAL STUDENTS to
drop in for:

The BEST in quality Drug Store
needs . . .

Complete MAGAZINE stand . . .
A most friendly shopping at-
mosphere . . .
FADER'S STUDLEY
PHARMACY LTD.

REXALL DRUGS
29 Coburg Road Halifax

“'Give me a cup of coffee” is
a man’s usual request of the
| waiter when feeling tired and
out of sorts. For there's always
quick comfort for body and
spirit in this friendly beverage.

Mahon's Stationery
Limited

COLLEGE SUPPLIES AND
STATIONERY

And especially so if the
brew is Schwartz Thermalo-
Roasted—that rich and mel-
low blend of Canada‘s Oldest
Coffee House, W. H. Schwartz
& Sons, Limited. Try a pound
of Schwartz today for a new
taste thrill in coffee.

10% discount on all purchases
made by Dalhousie Societies and
Organizations

We Feature
Dance Novelties and Supplies
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