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by Lynne Wanyeki

Over the course of this term, I've noticed a rather curious development of thought on 
campus. There are numerous illustrations of this peculiar phenomena, of which I'll give Business Manager.....
only two. Co-Sports Editor......

Co-Sports Editor......
Entertainment Editor

The first example can be found in the latest issue of the Aquinian, STU's student 
newspaper. The paper ran a cartoon entitled Esoterererics by Bri, in which a man who 
had just broken up with his girlfriend contemplated suicide while carrying a gun. A Co-Features Editor
friend of his came along and they discussed ways for him to find another woman. The offset Editor...........
first, no longer depressed man proposed three possible "pick-up" lines which included:
"Nice hoots" and "Hey, Baby! I have a gun and I know how to use it!". Both of these 
were dismissed as being unworkable by his friend because they weren't "politically Photo Editor 
correct enough". He finally came up with a third line which they agreed was good 
enough to be tried up at the Social Club. This line was "Hey, Baby! Help me alleviate 
my guilt over years of female oppression by going to bed with me!"
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The second example took place at the Social Club on Monday night. Every Monday 
night, the Social Club hosts "Open Mike Night", where amateur musicians from the 
campus and Fredericton communities get the chance to play and sing to an audience. I 
enjoyed listening to the various performers, most of whom played folk-rock cover songs 
accompanied by their own guitar-playing. However, one performer saw it fit to sing 
what he termed "a breaking-up" song. He stated emphatically before he began that it was 
"not meant in any way to be offensive". Naturally, I listened closer than I perhaps would Stéphane Comeau, Bill Traer, Kirsten Burgess, Pierre St. Amand, 
otherwise have done to the words of his song after that statement. The lyrics went Jeffery Czopor, Alastair Johnstone, Mark Minor, Melanie O'Hara,
something like this: "Get out of my face, you bitch, you slut, you whore ...". A mere Rob Wright, Paul Arsenault, Murray Nystrom, Anand brink, Minn
breaking-up song??? Apparently, a large group of people at the front table thought so: Cormier, John Valk, D J. Eckenrode, Tristis Baird, Trisha Graves, 
they gave him a whooping round of applause. Chris Kane, Richard Hall, Luis Cardoso, Allison Clark, Joe Savoie,

Mark Bray, Graham MacDonald, Bruce Dennis, Jason Meldrum, 
Amanda Franklin, Berkely Breathed, Kats, Sherry Morin, Janet 

,, „ , . , ,. ... Lloyd, Pam Pike, Jeff Roach, Kevin G. Porter, Beverly R. White,
Both the cartoon and the song could be analyzed to swift death by anyone with even a p^, B ^ Campbell, Danielle Dugas, Mimi Cormier, Melanie 

grain of common sense, let alone feminist or pro-feminist sensibilities. But I think that 
quite apart from the content, they highlight what is fast becoming a widespread reaction 
to what is termed politically-correct For the characters in the cartoon and the performer 
of the song both implied that they recognized that some of their statements were likely to 
cause "offense". However, they also implied that they neither understood, agreed with

Set statements**1* u”epentam,y- Kembubi Ruganda, Jayde MocUer, Josee Guidry
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O’Hara, Mark I. Minor, Jane Simpson,Rob Clement and Victor.
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censorship on the conversations they have, the material that they read and the events that Binding Inc., Fredericton, N.B. 
happen around them every day. As soon as they hear a phrase or an argument that they 
feel is part of that lingo, they turn themselves off - after all, they've heard it all before.
Terms like "oppression", "exploitation", "patriarchy" have become utterly devoid of 
meaning to the ears of such people, if indeed they ever really understood the meaning of . 
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Articles printed in The Brunswickan may be freelyThe reverse side of this is that the people to whom they are talking, the people who 
write material that seems to fit under that blanket classification eventually realize that their reproduced provided proper credit is given, 
words are being deliberately turned-off, like so much noise on bad programs over an ill- 
tuned radio. They are placed in the awkward position of trying to articulate their 
concerns in "jargonless" [sic!] and "rational" language - their own language is under 
attack as being both "subjective" and "irrational". They too impose a self-censorship on 
themselves, trying desperately to speak in terms that will be listened to and seriously 
considered. This strived-for "objectivity" can be frustrating to the point of being literally 
crippling. Soon, their silence is achieved and the status quo has won.

Finding or reconstructing a voice under these terms is hard. Perhaps the solution lies in 
consciously refusing to even try to speak under these terms, which are defensively 
reactive and ultimately destructive. "Objectivity" is a myth. Define and maintain your 

terms of speech, and forget about learning the lingo of those of have learnt yours.own


