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1 Premier = Immigration

The Meech Lake Accord enables Quebec
. to receive its share of the immigrants to
~ Canada and an additional 5 per cent. Further,
the Accord transfers responsiblity for “the
reception and integration (including linguistic
and cultural) of all foreign nationals wishing
to settle in Quebec” from the federal govern-
mentto the government of Quebec. Provision
is made for similar arrangements to be
negotiated with the other provinces when
they feel it is necessary.

- While such nrovisions place more power
over immigraion with the provinces, Dr.
Dube considers this as important to the
survival of Quebec’s culture as the distinct
society clause. It not only enables Quebecto
provide the thorough orientation immigrants
need to adjust to life in Quebec, but allows
Quebec to fight its declining population
with greater numbers of immigrants.

Dr. Jackel raises a concern that the option
has been extended to the other provinces.
Imagining a hypothetical situation in which
all ten provinces need more immigrants, she
questions how the existing formula could
provide an extra 5 per cent of the total
immigrants to each province when, presum-

ably, all would have been placed during the
intial distribution.

Appoinling Powers

rtjudges, under the Meech
volves the provinces submit-
candidates from which the

erred to the provinces.
man feels this development is

‘appointments. As appoint-
e Court are becoming

, with the Court’s increased'
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, the likelihood that the federal govern-

m may refuse to appoint any of the
individuals the provinces have named is also
increasing. The danger lies in these types of

situations, for the Meech Lake Accord does

not make any provisions for arbitration and
prevents the federal government from unilat-
erally appointing its own nominee.

Other critics point out that the procedure

excludes the territories where aborigines

dominate the population.

Federal Spending Powers

The clause regarding these powers will
provide compensation to any province which
“chooses not to participate in a national
shared-cost program” providing the province
"carries on a program or initiative that is
compatible with the national objectives.”

Dr. Jackel indicates the clause leaves the
issue of standards, including the quality of
care and universal access to services, in
question. Dispensing the power to coordinate

for appointing Senators




