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1I must admit that 1 was a bit skeptical of the

Isubject matter of Diane Keaton's debut as a
Ifeature film director. Keaton's film Heaven
I-focuses on interviews that she and producer

oeKlymade wth a diverse collection of
pole on the topic of heaven. A tired over-

Iworked subject, right? 1 mean what could beusaid about heaven that hasn't already beeri
Isaid by a dozen televisior, evangelists?

IThere is mhe woman who
thinks that God us like

IGroucho Marx in mhat he is
1 always playing trIcks -onI pee...

r>ve however is a frèsh, funny, insight
andometimes huh-rvinloka

Ihuman nature.touh-roknloka
The strength of Keaton's film lies in herIand Joe Kelly's choioe of people to interview.

IKeaton and Kelly initially began interviewing
Itheir f riends, family, and acquaintances in
IManhattan. Keaton's grandmother, parents,
Iand sister aIl appear in the film. Their search
Ilater expanded to the streets of Los Angeles
Iwhere they found subjects with perspectives
Ithat are anything but conservative. The peo-
jpie in the film therefore range from the
Iordinary to the eccentric and absurd which

leads to a vast array of interesting perspec-
tives on the subject.

What is most interesting about a lot of
these perspectives are the insights that they
show into human nature. There is the womanIwho believes that"veryon#q in heaven will be

Iwhite no matter\vwhat race they were on
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earth and the reverend who knows that God
is definitely not a womran. These two points
of view are just someof the examples of the
stereotypes about Christianity which surfa-

Another interesting insight Into human
nature that cornes out of these interviews is
how concerned people in western civilîza-
tion arè wvith materialistic and physical plea-
sures. When most of the-people in the film
are asked about what-heaven is and what the
réwards of heaven are, they provide Keaton
with descriptions of diamonds, streets paved
with gold, and walls made of jasper. A place
where one could eat Al they want wlîhout
gettlng fat and where one would feel nothing
but pleasure. When asked if there is sex in
beaven, some'of the subjcts equate the plea-
sure one would feel in heaven to that of an
orgasm. 1

The subjects in this film are so natural and
open about their feelings that the film
quickly flows from moments that are
extremnely funny to moments that are quite
touchinig. There is the woman who thinks
that God is like Groucho Marx in that he is
always, playing tricks on people and the
young blonde wotnan who thinks that God is
probably gorgeous with jeans and a T-shirt
Then there is the confrontation between
Brother John, a white-robed hippie type,
and a militant atheist musician about cows in
heaven, which is hllarious.' A particularly
touching moment occurs as a couple in the
film di'icusses their hope in being together in
the next lîfe. Keaton condudles the film with
Grace, a womnan she and Kelly saw walking
across Hollywood Boulevard, talking about
loneliness as she and the others in the film
say goodIbye.

With these interviews, Keaton bas mixed
in old clips from religious programs and Hol-
lywood and foreign cinema as commentaries
on the questions Keaton raises, and on the
interviews themselves. The cli ps, whîch range
from beautiful dream-like images of heaven
to horrific scenes of death, along with the
acompanying voice-overs are sornetimes

extretpely funny and sometimes quite terri-

éï,, OCB1N 5FORT
Thi Wator Sport SPeclIta

(4o3) 432-1904
10133 - WHYTE AVE.

.Edmonton, AJberta

Learn to Scuba Dive
for Fun and Recreation

ONLY $179

Want Exciternent? Adventure? Meet New Frlends?
GO FOR IT..LEARN TO SCUBA DIVE

Scuba Diving is a gratwayio &citsomet evcry da>y of die week. as a varici y of
excitenent out or life. Join 10 to 20 pools so choose scbcst for you ani
other people for 30 hours of ch sud sign up. Prom now until September 26
pont, and 2days ofdivng in open wrner the prograins arm specially priced ai
In gct your cerif ication card to dive ail only $179, but you btter hurry, space is
ovcr te world. li's fun and easy go do. lirnited in ail prograrns. Formore infor-
Occn Sports icaches prograrms almost mgatian phone 432-19M7.

Scuba Training Dates and Pools
SEPT 23.27 Y.WC.Aeà.é pagz I wu* W O0 DEAYM HYALLY 6 «bs
sfiPT 28 MONOAYS O'LEARY lwb , OCT 21 WEDS AT WETASICAWIN 6 .1.
ocr 3 SATIDAVS Y.We.A. 6.6, NOV 14 SATIDATS Y.W.C.A6 .ks
ocT4 SW0DAY$ Y.W...6 .6s QIOV 15 SIJNDYSAÀ?Y.W.C6"s,

oct 7 WED AT IINSMEN 8 wki DEC7 bMDAYS O1.EARY 8 .1,

CeS t MDAY WEST ED VLLStb bANS SA11JRJYS Y.WCýA.6 wks
opdwteIeinca TE nS a WlbcvMd6ut JAN of theDATS Y .WC.A6

fying. Sème of îhç clips are everi glimpses at
old Hollywood stereotypes such as the"
segregated heaven from Green P'astures wth
its men in black face eating fried chicken and
tap dancing around slices of watermelon.
With these clips Keaton creates for us a worlçJ
of dream and nightmare images.

The dreamy anid heavenly atmosphere
Keaton creates is further enhanced by Bar-
bara Ling's stylized art direction and Freder-
ick Elmes' cinematography. Ling uses geo-
metric shapes, such as crosses, of varlous
colors which are projected across people's
faces, while Elmes uses off-beat camera
angles and a series of tight close-ups in which
the subject's faces drift in and out of the
camera's eye. With these effects combined
with a white set composed of uneven angles,
with windows through which can be seen
pictures of multicolored clouds and moving
planets, Keaton creates a bizarre surreal
world far removed from earthly conventions.

... and mhe young blonde
woman who thiriks that
God is probabty gorgeous
wimh jeans and a T-shirt

With Heaven, though, we have entered
another world, we recognize it as being a
world of the subjects' hopes for what is
beyond their present lives. These dieams,
though often bizarre, are ones that give us a
glimpse into the human spirit. Here are
Man's joys and fears, and though the situa-
tions and people are different, the feelings
are the same. We are aIl searching for our
own heaven whether we believe in the con-
ventional view of heaven or not; foi it is the
hope that thîngs will get better that keeps a
lot of us going. As some of the subjects in the
film pointed out, we are looking for a place
of pleasure far removed from pain.


