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Charles Dickens inl 1839, a few years bef ore writing
"A Christmas Carol." From tht paint-

ing by Maclise.

CHARLES DICKENS TO CANADA.

N O English writer and no Christmas-tale
writer anywhere bas a better hold on
Canadians than Charles Dickens, the

wizard of Christmas tales. The characters of
Dicicens-even though they sometimes approach
caricatures-are real people to Canadians,
whereas those of Sir Walter Scott are very
largely creatures of imagination and romance.

Canada bas many a Nicholas Nickleby; here
and there a David Copperfield; perhaps a few
Oliver Twists and Tiny 'Tims; quite 0osibly
a few Scrooges.

The Christmas stories. of Charles Dickens
ar'e known te almost every man, womail and
child in Canada. His pictures cf London streets
are familiar to hundreds of people who once
lived on stump roads in the bush. The name of
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A caricature of Dickens. Mr. George Cruikebank,
London, artist and friend cf Dickens, did

many sketches of the novelist.

Hanse in whlch "1A Christmas Carol" was written.
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Charles Dickens in 1868. Froni a phctograph take n
in New York the last time the novelist

visited America.

Dickens is known te old-timers on the Canadian
prairie; clear out te the fur posts on the Sas-
katchewan, where in 1885 a son cof Charles
Dickens was an officer in tht North-West
Mounted Police. The story which follows below
is a picture of one very dramatic episode in the
career cf that son.

And there is an artist in Canada who well
remembers Charles Dickens. Mr. William
Cruikshank, R.C.A., is a nephew cf the well-
known George Cruikshank, whose caricature of
Dickens appears on this page; and he fre-
quiently met the novelist at lis London home;
describes him as something of a caricature in
dress-velvet coat, braided trousers, and very
much of a dandy. Mr. E. S. Williamson, cf
Toronto, who bas the first gold watch ever
owned by Charles Dickens, bas tht finest col-
lection of Dickens reliques in the world.
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