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In the towns, too, the foreign citizenýs have been

accessible to the few amongst the English-speakiflg
population willing to give them a genuine welcome
into Canadian if e and thought.,

In those back settiements, however, where the

homestead regulations have permitted the foreign
immigrants ta form, as it were, clusters or hives,

the picture is a very different one. It was in these

settiements that the Manitoba newsp)apermafl found
but a small fraction of the children at school, and

in any case only schools enough to accommiodate
haîf of them.

The settiers ini these districts are, for the mast

part, wretchedly poor. The country is mainly bush,

and besides having tomake clearances for their

f arms, they flnd much of their land swampy and

stony. English-speaking immigrants, having, as a

ruie, greater financial resources than the Slav

settiers, refuse to look at these districts and pass

on ta the open prairie. In the few cases where

English-speaking settiers had gone into these dis-

tricts they packed up and got out when the foreign
immigrants began to come in.

During the past ten years Polîsh-Ruthenian im-

migrants have densely populated a large part of

the hinterland of Manitoba. They have crowded

in sa thickly that many ýof the homesteads have been
subdivided inta forty-acre farms, most of them sup-

porting, or trying to support, large and increasing
families. The niajoirity of the maie settiers are

obliged during the summer ta work in the towns
and cities of Manitoba in order -ta eke out the
rneagre yield of their farms.

It is not pleasant ta have to state that where

emissaries of "civilization" have corne in contact

with these Slav settlers the contact has, in nine cases

out of ten, been unfortunate, ta use a euphemism,
for the settiers. At the stores along the line of

raiiway the Poiish-Rutheniail custamerS, ignorant

of English, of Canadian weights and measures, and
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M ONF-Y makes the mare g." It is won-
derful how essential it is ta every
human enterprise ta get money ta go
au with. This is not a joke-it is a

novel idea ta you, as yau will see, if you wili take

a good look at it ini bulk. The first problein of the

fighting of the Balkan War, was maney. #fhey had

the men, and they had the munitions, and they had

a lot of food; but they could neyer have pushed

tbrough their caiupaign if they had not got mouey

-fromn somiebody- The whole difficuity in China

is aven money. Neither Goverumelit non rebeis caua

accompiish much without mauey. And it must be

outside mauney-Umofey loaned them by people they

neyer saw and never expect ta sec. A large part

of the Mexican problem bas been money. If eîther

side had had money euougb, it could probably have

got arms. Every last municipa-lity in Canada wauts

money. Its citizens cannot pave their own streets

or dig their own drains, witbout the causent of

sanie fore-handed gentleman in Englaiid or Holland

or elsewbere. We seenii ta have no way of dcing

anything wîthout first borrowing manney fromt a

total stranger.

DID it ever occur ta you what an artificial etate,

of affairs this is? The French peasant either

daesu't care whether the Balkan maountaineer goes

ta war, or he wighes that bc wouldn't; yet the

French peasant gives bis pr:5S'ita the Balkan

mnountairleer ta flght, or lie couldn«t flght. A thou-

sand Canadiaus, living on the prairie,' want a better

road ta caunect theni with the local post office.

The naturaI tliing would be for themn ta ask nobody's

permission, but ta go ahead and build the road.

Yet that is the last thing they thiuk of doing. They

would regard it as imp~ossible. What they do is

ta pay au agent ta go over ta Holland aud -sk a

"m-ijnheei'," who could hardly flud theïr province

ou the map, to let thei build their owu road. And

-where does the YTollander get bis authority? Out

of bais rnoney-bags. Hie happeiis ta have more

capital than he cali ilavest at horne, sa be loans it
ý -- - -A Ol to wark.
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of the Canadian monetany system, have ail taa fre-
quently been looked upon as "easy marks" and de-

liberately cheatéd. Instances bave been f ound

where the settlens actually had recaunse ta the ex-

pedient of purchasing their gracenies item by item,

as separate deals, in order ta avoid being plundered.

Time and again the weil dnessed wood-boyen f rom

Winnipeg bas given these settiers fifty cents and

less a cord for wood hauled many miles over nough

fonest trails and through stretches of swamp. In

Winnipeg, but sixty miles away, the saine wood was

selling for five and six dollars a cord. Roads, it

may be mentioned in passing, there are practicaliy

noue in these Slav settiements.I They, are promnised

profusely at election times, but with the governînent

candidate returned and the whiskey-buils paid for,

the plight of tbe settiers is reguiarly, f orgotten.

T NTO the Siav settiements of Manitoba it bas
b een impossible to get English-speaking teachers

ta go. The conditions are obviously such as ta pre-

clude the possibility 'of employing -girl teachens
there. The consequence bas been thîat .Polish-
Rutheniian bilingual ýteachers, 'speaking English
impenfectly and trained under a mai,.eshif t plan,

inaugunated by the goverumvent, are the only peda-
gogues these settiements know. As a class these bi-

lingual teachens have warked faithfuily. Trhey

bave, with ail their shortcomings, saved the Slav

settlements of Manitoba from total educational
darkness.

What of the church? someone asks.' Cbîefly

bickerings and 'strife! is the' uninspiring answer.
There are few resident clergy in the settlements,

the people being too poor ta support themn. The

clergy who do penetrate into the settlements are
intermittent visitons f rom Winnipeg and even

funther afield. It woul be extremne, perhaps, ta

say that the chuncb bas dane no sacializing or civil-

izing work in these settiements, but it is certainly

fT looks like an illusion as you peer -into it. Here
Sare Canadian municipalities actually going

without modern conveniences which they greatly

want, and which would make thema richer indi-

vidually if they had them, because they cannot bar-

row a certain amount of stored-up food and clothiný
and material f rom a European who cares nat twc

straws for them; and aIl thé while they have go

the food and clothiug and matenial right in theii

owu town-or near it-and would only buy it Witl

turapean money if they were lucky enough ta fla

their boan. What magic prevents them fromn help

ing themiselves ta their own things? It is like th

aid story of the Irish famine. The Irish' wer

starving with plenty of food in Ireland. The warmn

hearted Irish in New Yatk went ta the trouble o

loading a ship full of food and sending it acros

the Atlantic ta the home country; but they coul

just as well hav <e sent a cheque ta buy the foo

which.waÂs aiready in Dublin, Cork and Belfas

A similar cheque could have came from the Dutc

money-lender, had the Irish peasantry been able t

borraw. But lacking the "Open sesame" of a slu
of paper , they starved ini the mnidst of plenty.

TAT is nat the way that the primiitive vor

Tdid things. If a primitive community wauUe

a road, they went and built it, We are miuch mioi

advanced-We do xithout -the road. If a prirriitiî

camiiity were starving withi plenty of food with~

neach, they simply took it. We are better Chni

tians-we starve . "Peace, Sitting under her oliv

and slurring the days gonie by," is nothing ta

whao sit helpless in th.e toils af aur intnicate ai

comiplicated inoderu system of civilizatiôni, and

withouit the tbings we ,need becausqe the ,electric-b<
Service bas broken down and we cannat get ai
"ordet'" througýh to the central office ini the cu

tomary way. We are exactly like a guest in a b

hotel, who sits thirsty in hi~s expeusive room becau

l1is telephou. ta the office wl 1 not work. IfI

were staying in a goad .o14dolrady bain

bc wotild simpily trot down stairs to the pump.-

THERE- is a lot of capital in Canada, which

Inothing in the warld but the product of p~

labour stored ulp. But we are not accustomned

true that it divides these unfortunate people more
than it unites them.

Racial and religious animosities f ram the old

lands of Europe are resurrected in these hinterlands
of Manitoba and around, and even inside the rough
church buildings deeds of violence have frequently
taken place. The Roman ,Catholics and the Greek

Catholics have each a certain following amangst

these. Slav settiers, though neither church appears
ta have a close hold upon them. A Protestant
church, organized amangst these people by the

Presbyterians, also seems ta have a struggling
existence..

Speaking generally, the Slav settiers of Manitoba
are characterized by much independence of spirit.
Many of themn cail themnselves Sociaiists, but they

do this usuaily as a protest against the church and

withaut having more than a vague idea as to what

Scialisma means.
Such in outine are -the conditions obtaininýg mi

the rural Slav settiements of Manitoba,' where there

are living to-day a population of f fbm 20,000 ta

30,000 Pales, Ruthenians, Russians and other Slavs.

Their numbers are rapidiy increasing and Manitoba

can no longer ignore the Macedonian cry whîch gaes

up from tiem. Through sheer menit these people

have lived down contempt and derision. Indiffer-

ence and neglect have also been tried and failed.

On Manitaba's horizon ther 'e looms up now the

uneducated child, the potentiai criminal. And the

home-nade criminals may be the worst.
The foreigner bas turned. The despised garlic-

eater fuls the Engiish-speaking Canadian with terroir

and dismay. Our chance cames once again. Shall
we offer these sans and daughters of the SIav lands

of Europe, these timid children of other skies, the

open. hand of genuine fellowship? Shahl we

hanestly offer them aur education, aur culture. aur

héritage, the best we have, or shaîl we onceagain

choase the niggard, churlish course?

using it-that is' al. Capital is cheaper in Eurnope

because there is mare of it and less for it ta do; but

there is nathing mare siily than ta see a municipality

composed of comparativeiy wealthy men getting

along withaut needed municipal impravements

when they have lots of maney in their pockets ta

pa for themn. They have the stored-up labour at

their command and could go ahead; but they piefer

ta expose their families ta death framn using a bad

water supply, or ta disease f rom an imperfect

sewage syst 'em, or ta untoid inconvenience from

wretched pavements-ta say nothing of the wear

and tear on' their vehicles- to taking the uncan-
ventianai. course of emipioying their own capital.
They could afford, indeed, ta pay themselves a

higher rate of interest much better than they*can

rafford ta wait.

HSis nat a crîticisni of aur getting maney in

rt T thecheapest miarket when wt can get it. It

1is mereiy a protest against aur acting as if cheap

tmaney were an absoluteiy necessary condition ante-
-cedent -to aur doing anyt.hing. 1 remember somne

eyears aga hearing of a yung man who had, buît

e biimself a fine bouse because hie had been able-
through some personai connections-to get the

f money in England at almost nominal interest. The

sresult was that he could give his famiîly a beautiful

d homne while the rest of us-wha were quite as well

d off as hie was-feit compelled ta ýkeep our's in

t rented houses. 1 arn satisfied naw that we were

ha simply under a paralyzing delusion. We were quite

0 as able as he ta buiid a home. He had tao go mnto
debit, which we cauld have done. AIl ýthe advýantage

he had was a hittie lower rate of interest. We cauld

have met the highier, at any rate, by borrowing a

Id smnaller sumi. But none of US thought of doiing it.

dThiat "easy mnoney" frQmn abroad looked like "on

re nianiey" ta us; anid we had found nlo mneny. Great

re enterprises, of course, miust go outside of the

in country for capital, bcthey willhng ta pay ever s0

S_ utch for it. But it is a litte cowardly and a lot

efoolish for us ta hat mr inr operations because
l,te Euirapeanl mlonle-lender bas an attack of

usI l
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Great Music
TH H west Îs n o a very musical country.

bauds and good amateur orchestras in the prairie
provinces according ta population than anywhere
elsein ,Arnerica. But the muisic that. rmakes the

inôtmnirth on the prairies riow for' t1xç greatest nium-

berNçof people is not in aty baud, orchestra or chorus.
Tt is the diapason and vax humana of th~e threshing-

miachie, set in the key f Number Qe Hard.
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