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ahead of Mac' te speak te' hlm gigantic
friend.'

"dHello, Donnybrookl where did yen
écern from?" aid the genial contracter,
as ho qnickly reeognized that never-te-
be-forgotton face.

4"8htriight f rom the police station,air. They had me up for shtealin' a
tiiù dollar bill. What d'ye th*nk of it 1"
and the little Tipperary torror had ne
other expotation written on hlm face
than that hie big frlend wonld rime, at
once te hi. own n nuous appreciâtion
.of the absurdity of the idea. And h.
did.I

Magillighan coming u.p at the moment
gave what was eertainly a bass circuit-
eus,.if net quite me picturesque, an ac-
couat of the incident ao Micky wo¶ild
have given.

* Fnythlng, Donnybrook, I' wamspeaking about you the other day. I
want you again, my boy, if you want a
poid job. What do you say ?"

."Woll, sorr, I waa thiinkin' o' demn' a
bit o' homnesteadin-'"

"'Ah Chncks!1 You corne with me,
Doolin, and we'll find yen sornethlng
better than homestoadlng. Herel this
man in waitig for me ans, I can't talk
te yen here. Côme up to, my office ln
that big new building there at 4 e'clock
thls,,afternoon and give that card te the
firt chap yen sce. Tell hlm yeu've got
te see me."$

In the end, Micky was appointed te
one of the mont responsible positions
Iu the stores and equipunent departrnent
of the great Tailway contracter, a pent
that right b. Iffled, by- any man of

ajverage" intelligence but ln which ab-
solute fideity te, the most trilling detail
was of the 11re7t importance and was re-
eognizea. accordingly i the matter of
remurpration.

The physical proportions of Michael
Doolin wh.n be came ont of that office
were prebably ne greater than when he
entered it, but mentally he was a king
arnong men and held the wnole werld
at hie mercy.

It was needful that on the following

The Great Bubble Syndicate.,
Like the Great Mlsippi Bubble, it Ended by Bursting.

By Lloyd Osbourne.

ISUPPOSE it was a foolarrangeni.ent,but any-
- ~' way we did it; and

*Harry Prentiss, who
la learning how te be
a corporation lawyer,
and has spccialized
en contracta, a>ent a
wbhole-week îaking

it what--he callpd irônclad. Wlien it
was typewritjteqP it covered nine pages,
and was s0 Ykceaively ironclad that
iiobody could understand it but Harry.
Hle 8aid it undoubtedly cevered the
greound, howcver, and would bq worth
ail the trouble it cost him lu t he fric-
tien it weuld save afterwards. You'd
hardly know Hafry as the same boy that
played Yale f ull-back, he'à growu 50

cynical and suspicious, and he's got that
lawyer -%ay of looking at yen now as
though you were a liar and he was just
about te pounce on you with the truth.
1 thought he might have brought Nelly
and himself into the agreement under
one bead, considering he waà engaged
te ber, and that they were only waiting
te save a thousand dollars lu erder to
get married; but he couldn't see it ithat
way at ail, and spoke about pe ople
changing their minds, and how lu law
you must be prepared for every contin-
gency (especially if it were disagreeaMle
and unexpected), and put supposititious
cases tili Nelly brok "own and cried.

Théy had got five hundred toward the
thousand when they were both taken
with automobile fever-and taken bad.
And then thev decided that, though
marriage wvas ail'righit, theyv were still
pretty young, ani thie biubble liad the
first cal. Harry lha<l een secretly
taking the Horseless Age for three
months, and as for. Nellv an yvbody
with a four-cy'linder tonniei«ea old h ave
torn her frorn her hiaîppv homje. Not
thiat she didn't love H-arry* treniendously.
She wvaï crazy abouit ici, but crazier for

a bubble! It's an infatuation like any
other, only woràe, and I guess I was ne
better than Nelly myseîf, for 1 used te
ride, regularly with Lewis Wentz-and
you know what Lewis Wentz la! And
be only had a wheezy old steam carrnage,
auyway, and semetimes blue fiames
wonld 'flcap up ail arouud yen tili yen.
f cit like a Christian martyr, and his
boiler was always burning eut when
be'd try te held my hand instead ef
watcbing the gauge! 'Yen paid i
every kind of way fer iding with Lewis
Wentz, and people talked about yen be-
aides-but I always went just the smre.
Oh, I know I ought te be ashamcd te
admit it, and I said te, myscif cvery time
should be the last, yet he only had te
double-toot at the front door for me te,
drop everything and run. This natur-
ally made him awfully ferward and
troublesome, net to speak of complicat-
ing mewith Pa, who didu't approve of
hlm the least bit, and who used te regale
me with little talks beginniug: IlI would
rather see you lying dead ln yonr coffin,"
and winding up with, IlNow, w'on't yl
promise your poor old dad," till I was ahl
broken up. But, as 1 said before, Lewis
Wentz bad only te toot for me te foi'get
my old dad and the coffinu and every-
thing.

With only five bundred dollars te go
on, Harry and Nelly, of coudrse, had te
look about for more capital; and that
was why they chose me to go lu wiýh
them. I didn't have any capital except
a rich father but I suppose they tbought.
that wau the same thing. People are 80
apt te, though I neyer found it the saine
thing at ail. Then, too, Nelly and I
were bosomn friends, and they. naturally
wanted to give me the first chance.
Thieir original plan had been to- have
the bubfble ld la four equal shares,
taking, in Morty Truslow sa the fourth-

t.hink, there w-as a littie seheme in ti89t,
too, for _Morty and I hadn't spoken for

rIm"

Winnipeg, June; .1911.

flvening, Michael shold wait Ùpon the
dgrr:ate man" 'at hie suburban hbotzie to
receive ftial -instructions befoe leaving
the câty teý enter upen bis iiew sphere
in .Nrth West Alberta. At-the moment
ho- arrived' at the addross giVen, a rig
drew up, and from it there wP'i carefully
doposited on the sidèwalk a handsome
trunk and a young woman, belonging to
it, consigned to, the smre address as
Michael aought.

Asn in the twilight ho held the gate
open to admit the younig lady, wbat
were hie emoer 1one whon ne found that
she was no other taian thebine eyed
Scotch lassie who had so recently been
called uponte testify againet hlm!

The"11-ivnity that shapes our ends"
had brught them together again, and by
common consent, yet without one spoken
word, they read thoir fate in that
strange meeting.

The lady of the "grr.ate man" wanted
a handmaid at the snme moment her
lor4 -required a henchman inte whose
hande he could trust him Hfie. 'Mary
had just arrived to take up her position
in th.e household and Michael had corne
to receive his marcliing orders for. the
p>art he was al'out to take in the build..
ýng of the great Transcontinental.

Fortuine again was kind to them that
evenlng. It chanced that Mlcky had te
wait a long timeuntil him chef was et
liberty to ses hlm, and that interval ef
waiting waa not loat by either party.
At parting, Mary offered no objections
te receiving a picture post card fromn
Michael new and again, but the day
camne, and very quickly, when the heartu
of this happy pair ceuld no longer b.
held within the lirits of picture pest
carde.

At the moment of writing, the "prr-at.
iman" had seen no reason te calIi
question the conduet of hie Irish lieuten-
ant, but long ,ago hie- lady had te find
a new Abigaî-.much te her regret, for
Mary Mackenzie had been "a gem of. a
servant"; ne less, however, than Mic hael«
Doolin continues te find her a jewel. of
a wife.
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