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-what siirpi-isin'çr. To additional eminience lie
illicrlit liave lia(l. bis earlici. efl'orts, beun ad-

dressed to a more critical cire1eý niust rumain matter
of coti ecture. Ètit it is not milik-uly t1iitt lie miglit
liave taken ran- amon(r tlie verv çrrvatest literarv
of. the eentur-\- lind lie lind hicriler edileatioil'al. advan-
ta(res -and -,-t more stimillatilict literai-V (.IIN-il.()Illllellt -at

the outset of hi:; career. A-s à was, Haliburton gener-
.IlIv wrote forciblv, ànd often silloot1ilv and elassicallv

while in (let-ached passages lie could be terse and even
brilliant. But the atfractions-of his style are not sus-

tained, and lie is sonietinies a little or diffuse.
He is accordincrIv still more to be admired as a huinor-
ist than as a writer, alpl. miore tlian eitlier, perhaps, ý1S
a tliorouçrli student and acute judge of human nature.
He noted Nvitli alinost equal. keeiinýs-s ý1'ii(1 aceuracy the

i(tiosynci-ki.--ýies of indivicluais, classes and mitions. He
ilituitively 1-ecocrliîs(-,ýcl the tendencies of the age lie

observed tiie currents of publie, opinioii, aiiý gaucred
tlieir volume- and their force with approxiiiiate correct-

ness. He foretold sonie important eý%:enùs tliat have
luappened ali-e.-,t(ly and others tliat seem extreniely

probable to-day.
1 have onIv touched liglitly and incidentally on

-what strik-e Ille as being his faults-his self-compla-
cency, his diseursiveness, his repetitions, the inconsis-
teýncies in his characters, tlie lac- of tliorouçrliness in

his historical researches, oecasional stoopincr to in-

lb delicacy. 1 felt tbat they bear but a sniall. ratio to tlie
inerits of this greatest of Canadiaii writers. And if
some too in(lustrious, li-ands-some otlier liands thau


