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common consentas the conning Finance Ný1inistcr of the Confcdcration.
Sticti was the situation, as far as NIr. Cartwright Nvas Concernud.

wlien Sir Alexan(ler GaIt made his memorable declaration of dissent
froin the policy of the administration and his detertilination to net

hidependently -of the party. This was the rirst break in the ll.tl)li%

Mr. Cartwright dici not spealc, LS, indCCd, it WnS IlOt tO haVe b0en
C\I)t!ctcd that lie -'Vould have spokeil, 011 that, occasion. 1 t was

lioNvever, that lie sympathized %vith Sir Alexander's attitude,
and fr,)nl that day wc may date the opening of the breach between
hini and Sir jolin Nfacdonald-a breacli %vhicli subsequent events

Aclicled more and more to widen, tili it culillinated in Ilis fornial
withdrawal from the conservative party and alliance %vith the liberais.

The records of party warfarc are replete with instance,; of men
wlio, froin conviction, werc compelleci to reverse their political,

afililiations. Witit men of high principles and strong convictions,
nothing could bc more natural. The evolution of a publie character
in the disintegrating and fusing flaines of political and parliallientary
strifé is the process by which leadership is attained. Earl Beaconsfield
and NIr. Gladstone are familiar instances of it. Those who think iù
involves inconsistency have not sufficiently studied the currents of
public life. Men are not always the same individually, nor are
parties always guided by the same motives. Viewed in the abstract,

it may, perhaps, bc conc.-ded that parties are broadly divided by
opposing principles ; but lie need not bc a very profound student of

politics to arrive -tt the conclusion that, in these days nt least, policies
which dangerously undermine those principles can be made strangel).

interchangeable. A man niay siot leave his party, but his party inay
lenve him, and it is sometimes a problem for severe personal equation
to decide at what point a man must choose between his sense of what
he bolieves to bc riglit and his allegiance to hig part>-.

Whether Mr. Cartwright ever f«iced this crucial epoch or not, 1 ani
not in a position to say ; but of his consistency there can bc no
doubt. As 1 have aircady intimated, his career was a development.

Born, as 1 may say, a conservative, brouglit up in an attnosphere of
conservatism, taught to cherisli lofty ideals of goverriment, yet
endowed with a mind of robust originality and profound analytical
power, what could bc more natural than that lie sliould work out his


