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vent te malte it théir ospecial boaut that théy neyer heti per-
fermeti, and nieyer, upc» an>' eartlîly censidcratien weuld perferni
eut cf Lendon. If this qualification hé néccsscry in order te
feund a dlaimi upon tjae sympathies cf Londen audiences, I amn
beund te admit, at thé cutsét, thuat my rare-show wîll te clesérv-
ing cf no patronage et their hands, and. that I inuat loch fcr cli
w' cppreciaticn anti émolumnent in tlhc colonies: inesunucli as,
witb one trifiing exception, te te duiy nioteti by another lîand in
its prcper placé, ail snch cf my performnances as may te suppec te
possess any général interéat, lunve talcen place nct enly ont of Ion-
de», but out cf Great Britein, and iii thé province fcrmcr]y kneîvn

asUpper Canada. I shaîl introduce tlmcse ladies anti gentlemen vbc,
me>' hionour mny exhibition uitu tîmeir attendance, te a clasm cf actera
and a variét>' cf scéncry vbich, so fer as I ain aivare, havé net
lîithérte bée preduceti upc» an>' stage. Nctvitbstandieg this
triffiieg srawback, if sncb it is te hé considered, I hope te place
before themn an entértainint 'vhieh tbcy tvill bé cbIé te sit eut
te thé cuti ivithiut wveariness, and ivhicb, th>' vil aeknowledgc
te hée worth, thé pricé charged fer edmission. I viii eni>' atIt tliet
shenid an>' one le thé audience regret bis et luer invcstment
aftér.wltnéssing a feu cf thé cpcning scènes, hée cr sté viii hé et
perfect literty te retire froun thé hall; but under nc cîrcunistances
vbatévér vil! any mone>' te returnéti et thé ticer.

Thé feregoing métapbcrical and scmiewhat égetisticel reemarks
hiavieg béé» induigeti in b>' va>' cf introcincter>' everture, the
clameur frei thé back tenches becomes tiistiectiy audible:
wherenpon thé telI rings, thé curtain rises, ceni thé perfcrmance
begins.

Loelcing teck threuglî tlhe reliing years.iete, thie fer-cff vîsta cf
tho pat,- cne cf my écrliést récollections is cf a taîl, staivart,
squcr&shenidércd, bazél-éyéd, ba-own-beerdèd mac rnshing up ta
my metîmér anti seizing bier in bis arma as sîme tvas in thé net cf
deacéntiing frein thé canvas-covéreti vaggcn wvticlutaI ccneyéd
us-w>' motter, brother, sister anti self-fii Port Bnrlingten,
et thé western éxtrémity of-Lake Ontario, te Jolînsen's Ford, a
village about thirty-five miles ielosid. We liedmnade thé jeure>'
frein Port Bariegton et the excéptienchi>' rapiti rate- takimg thé
condition cf thé remis intoa cecent-ef thîrée miles en bcur; anti
thé jadéti torses had juat been pulleti np befere thé tIcor cf "lThe
Shicatlng Star," thé umcst prétentions cf the tlîreé mes cf whicbi
thé village conti toast. Ne sooer lied thé vehiele cenie te a
stanti-atill thman hie cf the breivu bearti sprcng faruerd anti cm-
bracedimy mcther as just mentiened. She, strange tesay,se fer
fronu reséntieg this femiliarit$', thîrew lier arma irnpetnously about
bis nack, and retunec bis ccress uith aiment frantie engernéas,
împrlnting a rapturces kisa upc» e-ach cf bis sen-brotoned cheéks.
It cui not cocer te mc, hovever, te hé in thé lenat sua-prised at
thesé exeberant manifestatioes cf affection an thé part cf my
motter, for tue réasonÉs: first, becanse ahie wams nîy mctlîer, aeti I
féit abaoltcly certain tîmat wliatever ste ci must cf necessit>' ber

right; anti seccti, bécansé I knéwv- thîcugh I thon lcoked upc»

lubs face fcr thé flrst tinie-that thé mn uns my father.
i "Atat"; lue escleiiet, in a cheér>',je>'! ni toe.

-l "Ys, Robert; et lest?"; repliéc i y methmer, le a vcry.lcw veicé,
andI smlling upon hueii tlîrcugh bier toaus.

He lied ne seceér depasitéti te> mother sael>' ce thé grcnnd
thian ve tbrée children camee in fer our shînré cf bis attentions;
and having langgéti and kiaseti us toith a ferveur net lésa intense
than hé bcad dispiayéd tevards ni> methuer, ho tcak me np in bis
arma, preperatcry ta iéading thé va>' inte thé tavére.

At tItis jnnctmre thére stéppeti for«th frein thé tioorvay thé
amcst strangé-icekiiig figure it bas évé& been eîy fortuné tc fore-
gathiér ~vithai.

This figure cenaisteti cf a hnmcn béing, présnnmabiy cf thé
masculine geder; rather shcrt le. stetuure, but uitm ahouldérs
broatier ove then my fatbér's, nt cf very robnst builti. Thé
face, entirely' déstituté cf béarti or vhiaker, uns tarIt aed awarthy,
uith bigh, proîniecit, cteélc-bonea, anti téep-sét, lustrens, piorcing
black éyés that seei te transfix uhll thuéy Iceketi upen yen.
li'rébead broad, heu, anti rctréating. Thé moat neticeblé fecture,
hîcîvvr, vas thé long, hookeci anés, wvhicb curvé Jeon until it
came almeat upen a level uitm thé thick, massive lips, thrngh
wbioh thé broke» andi haf-decayeti teth hère and thmere assértéti
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tbemsélves tnnpleasantly. A few uniikempt, matted colon rless lochs
-hung aronnd thé aides and bacir cf the liead, wvliel at the top wns
quite bal1d, andI des-aid of eny ertificial covcring in tie shape cf a
bat. The uppor part of the body was olatl iii a ioncleacript sort
cf tunie, matIe froîn undrosseci sheepskin, wvith the wvoolly sidé
cutwards. The throat, ami part cf the brenat, woîe tare, and
disclosed a clark, tawny skin, thé texture whereef tcld cf con-
tinuéd exposure ta ail sorts cf weatlîer. The iuims wore prctected
by locsely-fitting trousers, appareiitly macle frein tic romains cf a
superannuateil blanket. The feet wveie oncnsed in mucli-wone mec-
ensis, confinecl round the nnk]e by tiiongs cf deersldn. Aloehr
the appearamice cf this singular hein; wvgs suggestive cf a limited
wardrobe, antI cf long andi liard service: a ceinhinaticu cf Robin-
se» Crusce, Nntty Bnmuppo, Johin the l3aptist preeclîing la thé
wildei-ness, andi Julins Geasr iii lus decline. .

Robinson Cruscé: on account cf tlîe unconventicual character
cf thé garments.; Natty Bnppo: e» eceount cf thu complexion
andI général tout ensceble cf the ouin, wlîiclî wvre nniuiistekebly
indicative cf a îvanclering life, încstly spent ln the open Air. Jehen
thé Beptist preaching in the toilderniess: oii accont cf the pres-
ence cf thé tunlo, the absence of le-grandI a pérvading ex-
pression cf earnest cstatie wildnéss. Julîns Ganser in h)'is clecline :
on account cf the bald omanium, the acjuiline béaIt, the lustrons
eyes which glcwed liké cerbunicles, andI thé geniet-al contour cf thé
face, whicii Iast ivas cf a ciecidcchly Roinai type, anti net without
a certain air cf inournful nuajesty. Oertainly, if an irtistdesirans
cf depieting "lthé îuighty Julins" in insolvent cirecnhstences lied
tee» thé» andI there present, hie wvcnld net have eeeded to lock
fer fcr a unocel.

I do act mea» te convey the idea that 1-eere chilcl ns I wvs-
teck in ail thèse things at a glance, or that nny sncb rèfléctiomis
né the forégcing passeci thrcngh nîiy mind at tliet time. I had
neyer boeard cf Julins Ganer or Natty Bunippo. John the Uap-
tist anc1 Robinson Grusce wvere even then famniliar to me as more
namnes, but cf tlieir respective iindividualities it is icot te hée ex-
pected tht I couic! hlavé auiy dofillite conception. My ntstcnishi-
ment *as toc great- te adm it cf my beng cemîscicus cf more thman
thé général éffeet producei npciî mne by muy tiret sîgbit cf thIts
fantastic-lccking pérsonege ; butans I lied'mny subsequent _op-
portunities of *caltivnting luis acquaintance, ancd as his nttire ney* er
undcrwent aniy muterial chiagé aIl thé year round, I have
thouglît fit te aai! inyself cf tlicse epportunities, andc te set lImbu
befere the rentIerun lie cctualiy lookecl.

Hé placed hiniself dircctly'in fr-ont cf ns, andI camne te au
abrupt stand.

"Weil, Sebastian," exolaiîned îny fatîter, "Iieht, coîîtrary viîid
bias bleu» yen te tlhe Ford?"

<1Thet yenr boy'" 'i thé man asked, disrégnrding the question,
andI peinting teuards et>' face.

"lYes, this is nîy littie boy-nîy yonngest.. Yen nst oie
andI sec us semée day, antI be introduced to hlm ; but toc are in a
hîurry juet ncw'"

"lThen ycurs,tec"? hie ccntieued,imiciicatiuig nîlybrctlîer andI siater.
1 Yes, thesé toc; ancd this lady is iny ivifé, of *vhin) yen have

eftén béard me spealt, andI wvlo -%vil1 bd glati te sec yct n e cf
thiése tIcys, tvhee yen cal! et. thé Orofts.-This is Sebastian Oce,
w>' leve,"-tnrninig tewards nîy îctlier wvitl a simulé : "lyen muust
Icarui te kncw Sebastiai%-Ikc anti I are stoor» frieîîds'"

*My mether bo'ved te huim ns respectfnlly as tiiongh lie bad
be» .Aatocrat cf Ail the Russins, but lic diti net tlîink it neces-
sary te i'eciprcnte bier ccurtesy, anti neyer ove» lcakcd at lier.
Ris cyés wére rîveteti upomi iiy face, into whiclî lie gazed lcng
and sèarcbingly.

IlWeil,gcod bye just ncw, Sobastian," resumnied ni>' father, aftér
an uncoifertable panse: "ie dn't forget te corne anti sed us befere
long»

.Thé stranger hère withdreîv lis gaze Ircai mny face, antI steppçd
asitie;* wheruupmi My fatlier proceeieti te enter thé bionse. He
hia5 placèd oeéfoot upc» tlue tlréslîld, wvlien the mîan agein atI-
vancéti tavards us, amui vhispored, ini a tarie'u hen nughi te hé
hearti by us al], "lDon't'ste-y long. Oit homne afcie clark."

Mîcld withicut nttériiig a syllablo in thé tvay of explaumation or
adieu, lié stalked grieily auay round tIse cerner cf thé building


