
SOME QUACKS.

they may kiioNr soine simples that arE
gýood, but not hiaif so good as the î'enedie5
in use among civilized people. Their chiel
1-eliance for a cure seeîns to be the keepimm
-Up of an unearthly bom-ling over the hed
"Of the patient, l)y way of (Iriviiig off thù
-evil spirits. It is oniy the state of seini-
Sibvage ignorance of scientific inatters iii
*which the prevalent nethods of education
leave our people that inakes tlîem so eager
to accept Indian, Persian, Egyptiaîî, or
-American quacekery iii preference to sci-
entjtic treatmnent.

One of mny sehloolînates wvas bard of
hearing. Iii bis childhood, the plîvsiciauîs
-having failed to relieve the deafuîeSs wbicbi
Camne as ouîe of the sequels of a fever, the
famlily resolved to consuit a1 famnous
9Egyptiani (octor " iii Cincinnati, anid a

relative of mine wvas the nmessengeri for
this purpose. This Egyptian doctor, who
was only a slirewd niegro, perhiaps witb
accomplices, did not ask for a lock of biair,
but wislbed to have the iniddle linger of
the sufferer dipped itîto water ini a certain
W*ýay, so that only the inîddle of the finger
should be wetted. The water was then
bottled and taken to Iiimi. Iii the pre-
sent case lie complained that <thers bad
Put their bands inito the water, and it
'was necessary to mnake a second trial ; by
the tirne this was done, the doctor liad
,secured infornmationi enougli to startle the
famuily, and greatly increase his reputation
for the possession~ of the black art.

1 suppose one niust attribute to the
Singular inefficiency of our schýool systeins
the strange tendency to, superstition in
niedicine, as well as mucli narrow preju-
dice in other matters, so prevalent aiong
the miass of our people. I bave known
familles who regularly emiployed two phy-
Sicians in their families,-ani allopathic
physician for the aduits, and a home-
opathist for the children,-on the plant, I
suppose, Of giving to each one pis ac-
Cording to lis size. I have known. people,
,otherwise salle, to Stand an asthmiatic boy

Up against a growing tree, bore a bole at
bis exact bieigbt, and insert a lock of bis
bair, <lriving in at peg after it, and then
cuttiuîg the bair front bis bead. Tbe su-
perstitio)n is that wlien tbe bo)y grows
al>oxe tijat lock of bair, lus asthina M'ill
vanish. Axnong mlore ignorant p>eop)le,
tbe blood of a black lien is soinetinies used
for erysipelas, and ftue oil of a hak dog
is applied for riueuuuatisnu, anid, to niy
kuîowvbdge, itstonisi.. cures of consuunp-
tion liave heen wrouglit by administering
interuîally the oil froin al large blaick dog.
Pis mnade of spider-webs cure the lagne,
andl so also will caterpillars wv0nî arouiid

tfeii eck as l)eads. The two Iii.st are
s:»:11h s/n i/nis tu shudderiuîg pro.
duced by tlue reiedy cures the sbaking of
the ague, 1 suppose. Sonnethiuug <of the
saine notion is found, no0 doubt, iii tbe
application of the flesli of the llLttlesliake
to cure its own bite. Tbiere is, possibly,
a i-cal benefit froin thuis, the tissues of the

newly-killed snake absorbinig somne of the

poison that would otherwise be distributed
tbrough flie bumait systeni.

One of the rarest quacks I have ever
known was a l'lan wbose mind wvas posi-
tively feeble in everything but cunning.
He was greatly soughit after as a doctor
for childiren by people who would uîot trust
himn to treat groWnl folks- the uneasure of
bis initellect heing just suited to the size
of a clIil(. Hie was Illways boasting of
bis success.

14How are you, Doctor W.?V> I said,
one day.

J( ain weil, and mîy patients are doing
welil, too," lie answered, characteristically.

He took an active part iii politics and
secret societies, for the sake of talkiîîg
about bis patients, until lie became a
by-word. Once iii a political nieeting lie
was appointed on a conmrittee. Instantly
bie was on his feet.

"ýMr. Chairmnan," lie drawled, "I1 hope
you'lli excuse nie. 1 miust leave the lîouse
at once to see a patient.">


