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cd as inspired. Eveni Confucius wvho as WC
stated in aformer airticle discouiraged the
study of spirituality in every form as decid-
eclly dangerous, readiiy enough aiscribes to
tiiese books full inspiration.

IIowever, the Enigiih transiator takes
care, iii bis prefaice, to assure the reader
that ail allusions to hecaven in tliem shouid
be regarded as the ordinary practice of ail
people to use the expression as siinply an ini-
definiite thoughit about sonieth ing supernatur-

* ai. But wve couild not fil to corie to a differ-
* ent conclusion on reading bis translat:on,

for tliis reason, viz., thcy connectcd t1lese
expressions witl definite acts. Thus Uic
King Shang, in undcrtaking to destroy
the dynasty of Hlsia dcclared that the will
of h.eaven had been rcvcalcd to ifi con-
cerningc this inatter, and that if hie did îîot
obey he wvould be as guilty as tbe wicked
King himself. His wvords are, "TVie in-
iquity of Hsia is full, hieaven gives com-
mand to destroy it. lI I did not obey
heaven my iniquity wvould be as great."

Another King reasons the same to bis
subjects when urging tbem to remove to a
better location for a city.

It is truc tlîat, in part at least, tiiese
revelations werc the outcome of divination;
for divination in some formi is allided to,
as in the followving expression : " I have
consulted the tortoise sheil and have oh-
tained the reply-this is no place for us."
*Also praye-rs to the ancestors of their
race are mixed up with prayers to a
supreme being. But our object in this ar-
ticle is only to trace, among ail crudities of
belief and practice, a definite spiritual sense
of divine guidance, not Merely realized
and confessed after their national or indi-
vidual hiistory had been made, but whilst
it ivas, transpiring, and which clearly and
unmistakably modified that history.

It is one thing for a man to acknowledge,
in looking back over the history of his life,
that there was a "'divinity ivithin,"ý who
shaped bis course in spite of himself. But
it is quite another matter to point to events
in his life when he acted as consciously

carrying out some appointment of heaven.
The former admission bas no practical
bearing on the man's life, but the latter is
one of the cliief, if not the chief factor in
its liistory, and is big with future Lenefit to
him and ail concerned.

Wc also note the fact that this dninito
recognition of divine guidance wvas con-
nected not only withi superior piety, but
also wvitli superior rnorality. Ail wîio ai-
lude to this heroic age of Chinese history
ascribe the iist style of virtues to the
Kings and tlicir couniscilors, and ascribe
t'le reverse to those Wvho ncglected to culti-
vate this spiritual elernent. I-Ience our
argument, that even zmongs t the crudities
of thiese carly beliefs, faith in'spirit%-ual
guidance, ivhcn it rcsulted in actioii, tcnded
to virtuous conduct. What is it but the
recogn~ition, thouglh in a rough imperfect
wvay, of that powver iin man which makes
f or righteousncss ?

REMARKS IN A SORIPTURE PASSAGE.

"And without being wveakened in faiLli 1.2
considered lus own bodly (now) as good as
dend (lie being about a hundred years old)."
Ronman 4-19.

î 0W fit ihi this passage with. the
lfact that Abrahiam, accôrding te

the Old Testament, had sons by ap-.
other wvife, long ttfter the birth of
Isaac, and subsequent to the death
of Sarah. If. it wvas of the nature of a
miracle to have a son when lie, Abra-
ham, wvas a hundred years old, how
great the miracle that he- should have
chlidren by Keturah niany years after 1
Does it not look at first sight to be an
instance of a man of strong intellect
uniconsciously following traditiorial
teaching rather than the free untram-
meled deductions of his own indepen-
dent thoughts,,-F?

0f course, we ure well aware of the
agitation this simple criticismr will
start in many mi. c1,ý. What men and
womnen have accepted, by tradition as
true tbey are required to go on acceptipg
w1thout inquiry as to the truthfuinezs
or even reasonableness of such tiadi-
tions. Traditional teaching requires


