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“ I know that you must all very deeply regret—but no one 
so much as myself—the inability of the Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom to be here this morning to address you. I 
was spoken to late last evening, and, knowing the tremendous 
engagements and duties which he is called upon to discharge 
in these times of stress and urgency, I could not refuse the 
request which he made to me to come here and speak, however 
inadequately and unworthily, in his stead. I have not come 
here with any set address. I have come with hardly any notes, 
so I must speak to you from my heart to-day in appreciation 
of the great work which this Society has done, not only in this 
Mother-country and in the Overseas Dominions, but through­
out the world, a work the importance of which it is perhaps 
difficult for us to estimate ; a work which I hope will be even 
more splendid and more worthy in the future than it has been 
in the past.

The Cneie and Its Call

“ I am very glad indeed to know that the Dominion which 
I have the honour to represent has contributed something to 
the great cause which this Society serves. In days gone by we 
may have leaned upon you in the Motherland for that purpose ; 
but in this, as in other respects, the young giant beyond the


